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Introduction

Clothing and adornments are outward manifestations of a rich inner life. They are closely
bound-up in the daily life, rituals, ceremonies, and customs of a people and inseparable elements
of the social, political, economic, and cultural trends of any age. Popular dress in particular is
a concrete reflection of the overall spirit of an era.

The subjects of this volume are the traditional clothing and adornment of Taiwan’s most
numerous ethnic group—the Han—between 1860-1945. We have at our disposal a rich collec-
tion of actual specimens from this period. In addition, the photographic records from the late
Qing Dynasty and the period of Japanese occupation provide an excellent means for understan-
ding the design and manner in which clothing was worn, as well as culture, society, and aesthetic
values. The 1858 Treaty of Tianjin opened Taiwan’s Tamshui Harbor as one of five trading ports.
In addition it granted consular jurisdiction to foreign powers and freedom t6 religious missions.
The influx of traders and missionaries had an enormous impact on Taiwan’s culture. There is
universal agreement among historians on the importance of the tenth year of the Xianfeng reign
(1860) as a historical watershed after which Taiwan was transformed from an immigrant society
to a resident society. In 1887 Taiwan was established as a province f China, and in 1895 the Maguan
Treaty ceded Taiwan to Japan, thus marking the beginning of the period of Japanese occupation.
With the 1945 retrocession, Taiwan was returned to China. The interim witnessed two world wars
as well as the establishment of the Republic of China in 1911 on the mainland, thus ending millen-
nia of imperial rule. Amidst the tide of Westernization that swept the world, the foreign in-
fluence on Taiwan's clothing and adotnments was enotmous, and this period saw tapid changes
in fashion.

The photographs in this volume are all of authentic specimens. They have been arranged
according to clothing design, time period, and geographical area. The book is divided into three
main parts. r'art one contains sections on the history of Taiwan's immigration, traditional clothing
and adornments in Taiwan, the early textile industry, differences in dress between Taiwan's im-
migrants from the Chinese mainland and her indigenous people, and traditional dress for ritual
customs. Part two contains discussions of the design, origins, and ceremonial significance of up-

per garments, skirts and trousers, head adornments, capes, camisoles, foot adornments, and jewelry.



A comparison of the photographs will give readers a concrete picture of traditional clothing styles
in Taiwan from 1860-1945. Part three is an appendix in which women's clothing styles are discussed.
There is also a section on embroidery, including a brief introduction to some common embroidered

items that are not clothing.

A Brief History of Taiwan’s Immigration

There is a strong connection between the peoples and the cultures of Taiwan and the southeast
seacoast of mainland China that reaches back to prehistoric times. At present the Han ethnic
group comprises a majority of Taiwan’s population. Large migrations of Han people began dut-
ing the Ming Dynasty. Lian Heng's Compiehensive History of Taiwan states, ‘‘The people of
Taiwan are Chinese belonging to the Fukienese and Cantonese ethnic groups.”

Although the development of Taiwan began relatively late, it was Sinocized rapidly by Han
settlers who comprised a large proportion of the island’s population. In addition to the interm-
ingling of Taiwan's original inhabitants and it’s Han settlers, the mixing of immigrants from
Min and Hakka language groups also exercised a large influence on the formation of Taiwan.
Of the eatliest Han immigrants to Taiwan, mote than ninety-eight percent wete from Fujian and
Guangdong provinces. Hakka immigrants from Guangdong and their descendants comprised 15.6
percent of the Han population while immigrants from Quanzhou comprised 44.8 percent and
those from Zhangzhou constituted 35.2 percent. On the other hand, Taiwan'’s indigenous peoples
numbered just over 100 thousand during the Qianlong reign, yet had only increased to 140 thou-
sand by the period of Japanese occupation (1931). In addition to large numbers of Han immigrants,
the Han influence on indigenous people was considerable. Frequent contact between ethnic groups
including intermarriage eventually led to the assimilation of indigenous Taiwanese peoples. Even-
tually it became difficult to distinguish between ethnic groups, and original inhabitants were
simply included in the Han population. Thus it is clear that by the beginning of the Qing Dynas-

ty Taiwan had changed from an immigrant society into a stable, predominately Han resident society.




