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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception. has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city. especially those of historical and
cultural fame. should therefore endeavor to promote its culture. economy. and tourism, cte. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame™, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Citics of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF TURPAN

Turpan means rich land in Turkic
According to research. the Tubo
people(ancient Tibetan) which had
been there in the 8th to 9th century
AD, gave this place the name.
Before that time, it was called Jushi
in the Han Dynasty, Gaochang also
Huozhou(hot place) in Tang and
Song Dynasties.

Turpan area is located in the
mountainous basin in the east of
Tianshan Mountain, as the

important passage to connect hinterland with
Xinjiang, Central Asia. The whole area includes
Turpan City. Shanshan County and Toksun County.

with the total area of 70,000km’, total population of

580,000, 36 minorities subject to Uygur account for
76.73%, Han accounts for 23.27%
Having been an important town of
politics, economy, trade and cultural
for a long time in ancient times, Turpan
was once one of the political, economic
and cultural centers of Serindia, with a
written history of 4000 years. It also
was the road intersection of eleven post
roads such as the ancient
“Yinshandao” (sliver mountain Road)
to Yangi Basin, the “Dahaidao” (Sea
Road) east to Dunhuang, the
“ (White Stream

Painted Pottery Jar
(Tang Dynasty)

Baishuijiandao”

e (i BaneD
Brocade with Bird and
Animal Patterns
(Gaochang Period)

B (XL

Road)
“Jushidao”

west to Urumgqi.
north to Jimsar. It was
because of its unique geographical
position that the integration of the
civilizations of China, India, Greek
and Islam happened in this place

Turpan was one of the places that
religions were active and well-
developed in ancient. The ancient
literature, remains of ancient
buildings, murals and various kinds
of relics found in this place all
reflect the dissemination and exchange of religions
in Turpan. Islam. Buddhism and Manichaeism had
occupied important positions in the history of
Turpan. There are numerous ancient cultural relics
of different kinds in Turpan until contemporary,
such as primitive sites, ancient city sites, tombs and
grottoes temples, ancient beacon
towers and ancient post houses,
petroglyphs, including 9 State
Sites, 28

Autonomous Region Protected Historic

Protected Historic

Sites, 135 County Protected Historic
Sites
relics were unearthed in this place. The

Tens of thousands of cultural

accurate figures of them are hard to be
counted, many have been taken abroad
Among them, unearthed silk fabrics as

the symbol of Silk Road and the



paleographies of important historical
value are the most famous.

Turpan has unique natural condition,
and Turpan Basin is the second
lowland in the world second to the
Dead Sea. The center of the basin is
Aydingkol Lake with the altitude of -
154m, also the lowest point of
Chinese mainland. Owing to the high
the
inside of the basin is fast heated and

mountains around the basin,

slowly dissipated, which forms the
dry and hot weather in summer, with
the evaporation amount a hundred and
even hundreds of times more than the precipitation.
The highest temperature in summer once reached
49.6C , and the well-known Flaming Mountain is
located here. The north of the basin has rich
underground water source. since the ancient times,
people have created famous “karez” according to

B B Legend

Bty fil (AR
Riding a Horse
Maid
(Tang Dynasty )

the
underground water out to irrigate crops,

local conditions, collected
so as to live and work in peace and
contentment in the desert oasis. If
liaohe. Gaochang ancient city and
other sites tell the ancient civilization
and prosperity, the new city of Turpan,
Putaogou(Grape Valley) tourism area,
etc. will declare the promising
prospect in the future.

In Turpan, you can not only meet
fantastic culture, get a taste of the
exotic, but also enjoy the magic, warm
and sweet of nature. Her appearance
preserves the essence of ancient civilization while
taking in all the wonders from the modern
civilization. She makes you forget to return travel
with her unique personality, charm, which is
charming but bold, simple but warm. She will

certainly leave you life-long memories
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HISTORICAL BLOCK
OF NEW CITY
Located in the west of the old city,
protect a large area of historical
blocks and architectures, with
most municipal cultural relics
preservation units in all historical
blocks in China. The mosque in the
block is the most magnificent and
the largest mosque in the ancient

city of Turpan
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