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Thank you, thank you dear friends, from the bottom of my heart, for such a
loving and spirited welcome, and thank you, Mr. President, for your kind
invitation to me which I am so honored to accept. I also want to express a special
thanks to you Shmuley, who for 11 years served as Rabbi here at Oxford. You
and I have been working so hard to form Heal the Kids, as well as writing our
book about childlike qualities, and in all of our efforts you have been such a
supportive and loving friend. And I would also like to thank Toba Friedman, our
director of operations at Heal the Kids, who is returning tonight to the alma
mater where she served as a Marshall scholar, as well as Marilyn Piels, another

central member of our Heal the Kids team.

I am humbled to be lecturing in a place that has previously been filled by such
notable figures as Mother Theresa, Albert Einstein, Ronald Reagan, Robert
Kennedy and Malcolm X. I've even heard that Kermit the Frog has made an
appearance here, and I've always felt a kinship with Kermit’s message that it’s
not easy being green. I'm sure he didn’t find it any easier being up here than I do!

I suppose I should start by listing my qualifications to speak before you this evening.
Friends, I do not claim to have the academic expertise of other speakers who have
addressed this hall, just as they could lay little claim at being adept at the moonwalk—and
you know, Einstein in particular was really TERRIBLE at that.

But I do have a claim to having experienced more places and more cultures
than most people will ever see. Human knowledge consists not only of libraries of
parchment and ink—it is also comprised of the volumes of knowledge that are
written on the human heart, chiseled on the human soul, and engraved on the
human psyche. And friends, I have encountered so much in this relatively short
life of mine that I still cannot believe I am only 42. I often tell Shmuley that in
soul years I'm sure that I'm at least 80—and tonight I even walk like I'm 80! So
please harken to my message, because what I have to tell you tonight can bring
healing to humanity and healing to our planet.
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Through the grace of God, I have been fortunate to have achieved many of
my artistic and professional aspirations realized early in my lifetime. But these,
friends are accomplishments, and accomplishments alone are not synonymous
with who I am. Indeed, the cheery five-year-old who belted out Rockin’ Robin
and Ben to adoring crowds was not indicative of the boy behind the smile.

Tonight, I come before you less as an icon of pop (whatever that means
anyway), and more as an icon of a generation. a generation that no longer knows
what it means to be children.

All of us are products of our childhood. But 1 am the product of a lack of a
childhood, an absence of that precious and wondrous age when we frolic playfully without
a care in the world. basking in the adoration of parents and relatives, where our biggest
concern is studying for that big spelling test come Monday morning.

Those of you who are familiar with the Jackson Five know that 1 began

performing at the tender age of five and that ever since then, I haven’t stopped

dancing or singing. But while performing and making music undoubtedly remain
as some of my greatest joys, when I was young I wanted more than anything else
to be a typical little boy. 1 wanted to build tree houses, have water balloon

fights, and play hide and seek with my friends. But fate had it otherwise and all I

could do was envy the laughter and playtime that seemed to be going on all

around me.

Love, ladies and gentlemen, is the human family’s most precious legacy. its
richest bequest, its golden inheritance. And it is a treasure that is handed down
from one generation to another. Previous ages may not have had the wealth we
enjoy. Their houses may have lacked electricity, and they squeezed their many
kids into small homes without central heating. But those homes had no darkness,
nor were they cold. They were lit bright with the glow of love and they were
warmed snugly by the very heat of the human heart. Parents, undistracted by the
lust for luxury and status, accorded their children primacy in their lives.

As you all know, our two countries broke from each other over what Thomas
Jefferson referred to as “certain inalienable rights”. And while we Americans and
British might dispute the justice of his claims, what has never been in dispute is
that children have certain inalienable rights, and the gradual erosion of those
rights has led to scores of children worldwide being denied the joys and security of
childhood.
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