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Yuen Ren Chao

Yuen Ren Chao was born in Tianjin, China, on November 3, 1892. He
died on February 24, 1982. His was a long, charmed life-brimming with joys
and achievements.

He had a classical Chinese education at home, while the household
moved around north China according to the requirements of the grandfather’s
job. His love of language came early-in large part, no doubt, because of his
linguistic talents. In his linguistic autobiography, he recounts how, at age
four, he already spoke an impure form of Peking Mandarin and a pure form of
the Changshu dialect, and read only with the pronunciation of Changchow,
Kiangsu.

His considerable ability was recognized early. In 1910 a national
scholarship sent him to study in America. After degrees from Cornell and
Harvard, he taught at the best campuses: Qinghua, Harvard, and (from 1947)
at the University of California, Berkeley. His distinguished career won him
the highest honors. He was a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. He was elected President of the Linguistic Society of America
(1945) and the American Oriental Society (1960), was awarded honorary
degrees by Princeton (1946), Berkeley (1962), and Ohio State University
(1970). In June, 1981, Peking University appointed him Honorary Professor,



