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Preface

Galina Vedernikova

CAMOC Chair

We have held conferences in Boston, Vienna, Seoul and Istanbul. Now we are
in Shanghai, an exciting, dynamic modern city with a great history. Qur theme on
this occasion is “ A better city: the contribution of the city museum to social
interaction and the improvement of the urban condition”. Quite simply, how a
museum about a city can help make it a better place in which to live and work, now
and in the future.

But what exactly is a better city? It is not so easy to define. Is it an
environmentally sustainable city? One which has preserved its finest buildings? One
which is less socially divisive? One with no poverty? One with a low crime rate, or
one with good public transport? One with opportunities-the city immigrants flock
to? Or ideally, one with all of these attributes? Our conference will be an
opportunity to explore, examine and define this better city and the museum’s
contribution, and as in all our conferences, to exchange ideas and develop
collaboration across national boundaries.

To this end, we will discuss the experience of museums of different cities {rom
all over the world, and listen to different points of view, perspectives and
suggestions. As ever, the conference is open to everyone with an interest in the
city: not only museum specialists, but urban planners, architects, social historians,
social geographers, and the people who really matter-those who live and work in
cities.

Our hosts will be the Shanghai Museum of History and we are deeply indebted

to the Director and all his staff for their generosity in hosting our conference.
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Preface

ZHANG Lan
Executive Member of ICOM CAMOC-CHINA

Shanghai, this cosmopolitan city, successively hosts two international events in
2010-the World Expo and ICOM General Assembly. The themes of these two events
“Better City Better Life” and “ Towards a Better City” are related to each other
while differences also exist. All the colorful stories centered on them will be
recorded in the history of Shanghai.

City museum is indispensible to “Towards a Better City”. Compared to an old
photo album, city museum records the growth of a city since its birth, facilitating
outsiders 10 understand and comprehend this city accurately and finally be attracted.
Meanwhile, it also helps local citizens to learn both the material heritages and
humanistic spirit created by the ancestors. In the dimension of urban development,
city museum as a landmark and a symbol of culture will reflect the material and
spiritual features of its own through the collection and presentation of the cultural
relicss making clear to all how the city will develop in the future,

Since the establishment of CAMOQC, it has devoted itself in strengthening the
relationship among the city museums all over the world, with academic exchange
playing an important role. The coming triennial conference in Shanghai is another
opportunity for museum professionals from home and abroad to get together after
the symposiums held in Boston, Seoul, Vienna and Istanbul. Under the theme “city

”

museum contributes to a better life”, the fifty-six essays presented this year
elaborate mainly four aspects; the relationship between city museum and
development of the city’s material progress, the relationship between city museum
and development of the city’s spiritual civilization, job nature of museum as well as

the development of museum itself in the future. Quite a few wise ideas and deep
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insights can be found from these essays. Apart from providing historical information
and educational resources to the general public, city museum is also able to cultivate
their spiritual quality, which will serve as humanistic motive power in the future
development of the city., The professionals of city museum will examine the future
relationship between a museum and the city where it stands through research to
offer better services to this city and promote themselves at the same time.

The triennial conference of ICOM which will be held in Shanghai soon can be
regarded not only the recognition to the museum career of a developing country but
also an excellent interpretation to the spirit of Shanghai, which is a city tolerant of
different cultures and full of changes and passions. More importantly, we expect
that our association will be vibrant and passionate with more museums participating
in the conference and that city museums throughout the world will develop steadily
by means of communication and cooperation, becoming the cultural landmarks
which represent their own districts and characteristics of their own cities.

The proceedings is published prior to the conference so that there will be more
time for participants to carry out further discussion at the meeting as well as more
opportunities to deepen friendship. Hereby, we would like to express our utmost
gratitude to the substantial support of the Executive Committee of CAMOC, to the
authors of these brilliant essays and to those who have dedicated to editing this
collection. We sincerely hope that readers can obtain sparks of thought and useful

experience from it. City museum contributes to a better life!
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