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Chapter One
Dl

hen stiller drew barrymore

Alex and Nancy finally found their dream home...
And then they moved in.

It’s almost too good to be true.

Main Characters
Alex Rose...ovvviinennnn. R e Ben Stiller
Nancy Kendricks...........ccovviriann... Drew Barrymore
Mrs. Connelly.......... et Eileen Essell






Alex Rose and Nancy

Kendricks are a young, pro-

fessional, New York couple

in search of their dream home,
When they finally find the
perfect Brooklyn brown-

stone, .they are giddy with

anticipation, The duplex is
a dream comes true, com-~
plete with multiple fireplac-
es, except for one thing:
Mrs. Connelly, the cranky
old lady who lives on the
rent-controlled top floor.
Assuming she is elderly and
ill, they take the apartment
but their hopes are quickly

dashed when they realize
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Warming-up

8ynopsis

that Mrs. Connelly is an energetic senior who enjoys watching her television

at top volume day in and day out and rehearsing in a brass band. A writer,

Alex is attémpting to finish his novel against a looming deadline. Howev-

er, each day as he begins to write, he is interrupted by Mrs. Connelly’s

— 3 —



VA RE
New Perspective
H & J

[ 1€ Lo O = R .1

numerous demands and requ-
ests and what begins as a
nuisance quickly lescalates
into an all-out war., When
Nancy loses her job and the
pair is trapped at home to-
gether with Mrs. Connelly,
their rage turns to homicidal
fantasy as they plot ways to
get rid of their no-good
neighbor. Alexl and Nancy e-
ven'tlfally succumb to their
anger and decide they must

put the hag out of her misery

and take over the upstairs, |
floor. Their excuse is that a
ba'l.a}';. is on the way, and .
thféy’ lrl"need the room, but by
this time we ‘sympathize with
both of them and want to see

this woman murdered any-

way.
New Words
hobbit ["hobit] ) 7. an imaginary being similar to a
person but smaller and with hairy
feet R EHA
brownstone ['braunstesun] n. a row house built of brownstone,

reddish brown in color #5 &.5F & s& 4%



giddy ['gidi]

anticipation [ @ntisi'peifon]

multiple ['maltip(a)1]

cranky ['krzegki ]

dash [deef]

energetic [ ena'd3etik |

senior ['simnia(r)]

rehearse [ ri'he:s]

brass [bras]

adj. having or causing a whirling
sensation, liable to falling & % #5;
RILBELE; BAKXEH

n. sth. expected or the act of pre-

dicting #i#5; B4

adj. having or involving or consis-
ting of more than one part # 4-49;
3H4

adj. easily irritated or annoyed %

EERH; FiEe

v. (Ddestroy or break 1% (it%|%)
kW 1% (F2BF) X OQrunor
move very quickly or hastily %% 3&;
B

adj. possessing or exerting or dis-

playing energy ¥ A L B4 ; A A

adj. older in age, higher in rank

FKeg; Lgmey; BAHEHY
v. engage in a rehearsal Hf%k; Heig

n. (Dan alloy of copper and zinc %
48 (@a wind instrument that con-
sists of a brass tube (usually of var-
iable length) blown by means of a
cup-shaped or funnel-shaped mouth-

piece 4AE R &

> HI o3
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loom [lumm]

deadline ['dedlain]

interrupt [iinta'rapt]

nuisance [mjusns |

escalate ['eskoleit]

rage [reids]

homicidal [ ihomi'saidl]

hag [heeg]

misery [ 'mizari |

excuse [ikskjuz]

v. come into view indistinctly, of-
ten threateningly f& & 23 (&R,

n. the point in time at which
sth. must be completed & & B} [d];
&Gk

v. make a break in or interfere in

someone else’s activity F&¥; T

n. anything or anyone that disturbs
the reasonable use of your property

or endangers life and health or is of-

fensive &~ A B XERGITH; WHREHA

v, increase in extent or intensity i

LI

n. a feeling of intense anger M #%;
B

adj. characteristic of or capable of or
having a tendency toward killing an-
other human being FHA8; 17289

n. an ugly evil-looking old woman

*&; XHE

n. a state of ill-being due to afflic-
tion or misfortune or a feeling of in-

tense unhappiness ¥ ; R EIK

n. a defense of some offensive be-

havior or some failure to keep a

promise #&#



sympathize ['simpafaiz] v. feel or express sympathy or com-

passion B tf; & FFEH

Phrases and Expressions

in search of. searching for sb. /sth. F/&

except for; not including; but not BT =+

all-out: using all possible strength and resources 477 LAt

get rid of; make sb. /sth. free from {gi----- B GHRM A

take over: gain control of; take control of or responsibility for #sfkl; &3
sympathize with sb. /sth. ; feel or express sympathy and support &= [F)1#;

X B

Read the synopsis carefully and answer the following questions.

1. The couple is very satisfied with their house, except for one thing.
What is it?

Who is Mrs. Connelly? And what do you think of her?

Is Alex a writer? What is he doing now?

‘What kind of trouble does Mrs. Connelly make each day?

What does the couple do to get rid of the no-good neighbor?

A T o

Is there any excuse for the couple? What’s it?
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