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Bridging Revolution and Decolonization: The Rise of the Bandung Discourse in
Chinese Foreign Policy and Changing Themes of the Global Cold War / Chen Jian

Abstract: This article discusses an important issue closely related to changes in
Chinese foreign policy as well as the global Cold War in the 1950s: How did China’s
involvement in the Cold War link together “ proletarian world revolution ” and
“decolonization” thus making the Cold War a phenomenon much more complicated and
diverse than a confrontation between the East and the West? From the time of its
establishment, the People’s Republic of China emerged as a “ revolutionary country,”
challenging the existing international system and the norms and codes underlying it,
playing a unique role in bridging these two important historical trends in the postwar world.
Beijing’s adoption of the Bandung discourse, by creating a series of new norms and codes
of behavior in international politics and political economy, enhanced—rather than
weakened—the PRC as a revolutionary country on the international scene. As far as its
impact upon the orientation and development of the global Cold War is concerned, that the
PRC’s revolutionary international behavior was enriched by the Bandung discourse not only
transformed the concept and reality of the international Communist movement but also

changed the actual composition of the decolonization processes in non-Western countries.
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Consequently, the theme of the Cold War also experienced subtle yet profound changes—
largely because of China’s influences, the Cold War was made a phenomenon much

broader and more complicated than the mere confrontation between the capitalist West and

the socialist East.

Working Ahead of Time: Labor and Modernization during the Construction of the

TAZARA Railway / Jamie Monson -

Young Scholars’ Forum

Competing with China and the Soviet Union in the Third World: Tito’s Trip to
Asian and African Countries, 1958 —1959/ Jovan Cavogki
Soviet Policy in the Developing World and the Chinese Challenge in the 1960s /
Jeremy Friedman
The Soviet Union’s Plan to Participate in Second Afro-Asian Conference and Its
Strategy toward China / Andrey Edemskiy
Chinese Policy towards Indonesia, 1959 —1962 / Zhou Taomo

Abstract: This article looks at the period that began with the announcement of a ban
on alien traders by the Indonesian government in 1959 and concluded with the victory of
Sukarno’s campaign for the incorporation of West Irian into Indonesia in 1962. The overseas
Chinese dispute and the West Irian issue are two intertwined threads in the explanation for
the course of changes in China’s Indonesian policy during those three years. The article
finds that the intense yet sometime implicit contest among the United States, the Soviet
Union and China over West Irian was the fundamental cause for Djakarta’s promotion of
discriminatory measures in spring 1959. China’s diplomacy was very much thrown onto the
defensive as it patiently waited for the change of Indonesian foreign policy and domestic
politics towards a more favorable direction. Based on the very understanding that the
souring of Sino-Indonesian relations was caused by an imperialist conspiracy to weaken
Afro-Asian unity rather than by the conflict of interests between the two countries, Beijing
adopted an accommodating attitude in search of reconciliation with Djakarta. The imperative
for the PRC to achieve peaceful settlement of the overseas Chinese dispute through

compromise was reinforced by the increase in Soviet involvement in Indonesia at the height
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of the Sino-Indonesian friction. Beijing’s constrained and cautious attitude demonstrated a
certain degree of flexibility and realpolitik strategic thinking which contradicted  its

clamorous propaganda.

United States and the First Wave of Latin American Movements / Du Juan
Abstract: In the 1960s, the Latin American Guerrilla Movement reached its first
high tide. The U.S. government considered it as the outcome of communism and
nationalism’s common efforts believing that this force posed a threat to the economic, and
security interests of the United States in Latin America. In order to protect its own national
interest and keep Latin America away from the threat of communism, the U. S. government
performed a series of Anti- Guerrilla Warfare Policy measures in Latin America with both
hard and soft tactics. These measures fulfilled the short-term military object of fighting
against communist movement and got a stage success of counter-insurgency, but because of
the inner contradiction of this policy, it hadn’t reached the aim of social and economic
development in Latin America. As a result, the United States failed to eliminate the deep-
rooted reason for the revolutionary movement. In this sense, the United States only

achieved a partial success in its Anti-Guerrilla Policy in Latin America.
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