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Tracking Trails:
The Group of Sequels of Chinese

Novels and Its Cultural Interpretation

Introduction

The primary subject in this book focuses on the explanation
on the “group of sequels” to Chinese canonical novels. The first
three compilations in the book concentrate on the sequels to
canonical novels during the period of late Ming dynasty and early
Qing dynasty. Sequels of this period represent as profuse
discourse of social changes, and their description of the cultural,
political and ideological codes that quite obviously reveal a
diverse outlook of heterogeneity. The last two compilations in this
book are summary and the discussion of the modernized sequels,
with an attempt to analyze the “field effect” and “symbiosis
effect” of the group of sequels.

The topic “Tracking Trails” highlights the perspective that
canonical novels, as a kind of “antecedent rehearsal” of culture, in

a sense, represent only as a spot breakthrough. Unlike canonical
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novels, with their power of flashback that can buffer the cultural
shock, sequels appear to be able to generate the acts of
counterbalance, and to alleviate destructive power as far as the
cultural inertia and stability are concerned. From this perspective,
sequels possess a positive aspect that encouraging a dialogue.
However, they are also possess the characteristics of non-
creativity, frequently being interpreted not only as a force of
obstruction, staleness, and conformity toward the mainstream
culture, but also as a shortcoming that can diminish the charisma
of a cultural vanguard. Nevertheless, sequels bring prominence to
primordial genes of popular culture, due to the fact that
sometimes they represent the upsurge effect, in which some active
elements of “paranoia” are intertwined. Sequels in Chinese
literature are generally titled with words of “supplementary”,
“sequent”, “completed”, “ended”, “succeeding”, and ‘“against”
etc., which display a fragmentary writing phenomenon. Such a
writing phenomenon, on one hand, reveals the multifarious
collection and absorption of both new and old elements in sequels;
on the other hand, they are also manifested the phenomena of
parasitism and symbiosis through the integration of the literary
consciousness and the periphery of canonical novels. The
arrangement of such an abundant breath of styles contained in
sequels, which might be derived from author’s particular choices
or from some occasional encounters, is actually a supplementary

process of history. When the conglomeration of this diverse

2



3

LS

writing is applied to the “totality” linked of the historical system,

the fun part of sequels emerged.
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