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(D)In Sri Lanka, The two proclaimed heroes of Sri Lanka’s recently-

ended civil war are facing off in the country’s presidential election

Tuesday. Both openly accuse the other of war crimes. The election is
being closely watched by international agencies and donor governments.

During his final election rally President Mahinda Rajapaksa sat with
key political allies and Buddhist monks on a stage replicating an ancient
royal palace.

Singers praised Mr. Rajapaksa as both a man of the people and a
modern day king who vanquished the rebel Tamil Tigers, ending a quarter
century of civil war.

Analyst Pakiasothy Saravanamuttu of the Center for Policy
Alternatives says the campaign has seen hundreds of serious acts of
violence, including several killings.

Retired Supreme Court Justice C.V. Wigneswaran tells VOA News
he has been urging his fellow Tamils to replace the legacy of Tamil rebel
bullets with ballots.

Both Mr. Rajapaksa and his former top general express confidence
they will be victorious.

For the challenger, it has been a difficult task to get out his message to
the masses.

The international organization Reporters without Borders says state
media, during the campaign, allocated more than 98 percent of its news

and current affairs air time to the president. (2)The group says those

figures put Sri Lanka in the same league as the regimes in Burma or North

Korea.
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1. In Sri Lanka, The two proclaimed heroes of Sri Lanka’s recently-ended civil

war are facing off in the country’s presidential election Tuesday.
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2. The group says those figures put Sri Lanka in the same league as the regimes
in Burma or North Korea.
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US President Barack Obama is preparing to deliver his State of the Union Address at

a time of political turmoil in Washington. Voters anger is high, and a Republican Senate
victory in Massachusetts has sent shock waves through the president’s Democratic
Party.

White House officials say they understand why cmotions are running high.

(1)The president’s top political aide says President Obama has had to take unpopular

action to deal with an economic crisis far worse than anyone expected when he took




office.
On NBC’s Meet the Press, the top Republican in
the US Senate, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell,

said polls show the vote in Massachusetts was

largely about health care reform. “The American
people had a victory in Massachusetts. And they
were sending us the message - stop and start over,” he said.

(2)One of the president’s chief advisors, Valerie Jarrett, makes clear

Mr. Obama is not about to give up. Jarrett indicates that will be a focus of

the State of the Union Address, saying “he will be able to set forward his
priorities and they will be focusing on the middle class - our middle class
is struggling out there, they are frustrated, they are angry.”

The president will deliver his State of the Union Address to Congress

and the American people on Wednesday.
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1. The president’s top political aide says President Obama has had to take
unpopular action to deal with an economic crisis far worse than anyone expected
when he took office.
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2. One of the presient’s chief advisors, Valerie Jarrett, makes clear Mr Obma is
not about to give up.
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