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The exhibition is held from October 25 to December 15, 2006 in the Guangdong Museum of Art

Organizers
Guangdong Museum of Art

Museo di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Trento ¢ Rovereto (MART)
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Qur sincere thanks go to Generali China Life Insurance Co., Lid. Guangdong

Branch , with whose help this catalogue is made possible!
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The exhibition has been made possible by the contribution of Provincia

Autonoma di Trento and the support of the Cultural Office of the Italian

Embassy in China.
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Ambassador of Italy to China

-Gabriele Menegatti

Curated by the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art of Trento and Rovereto (MART), this
exhibition represents the breadth and richness of Italian artistic accomplishment and production during
the twentieth century. MART's permanent collection, which is now on exhibition in China, is of great
importance because it depicts the development of Italian cultural identity during the twentieth century.
This identity was deeply influenced by the tremendous technological innovations and the emergence

of machines in daily life that characterized the "new world" at the beginning of the twentieth century.

The history of art has always been characterized by unexpected directional changes and constructive
discontinuities. During the sixteenth century, Italian art expressed a new conception of the relationship
between man and nature and, as a consequence, the relationship of man with himself. In the twentieth
century, Italian art investigated "rationality in relationship to the aim," a concept mirroring the new
identity born out of technological process and social development. This exhibition, curated by MART,
introduces the most significant figures of Italian art through some of their seminal works. Artists
range from Balla to Boccioni, Depero to Severini, Carra and Morandi to de Chirico, from Campigli
to Sironi, Savino to Burri, Fontana and Manzoni. These artists and their work depict the evolution of

Italian art during the twentieth century and provide important insight into Italian history and culture.

I am, therefore, delighted to introduce on the occasion of the Year of Italy in China, "Figures and
Images of 20th Century Italy" to offer to a Chinese audience these extraordinary paintings and

sculptures.
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Director of Guangdong Museum of Art

Wang Huangsheng

The exhibition “Figures and Images of 20th Century Italy™ highlights 119 representative works by 61
outstanding Italian modern and contemporary artists. Permanent collections of MART. these works
record the evolution of Italian art in the whole 20th century. They start from Futurism and end with
Transavanguardia, both of which originated in Italy and have become milestones in the history of art,
branding a distinctive national identity for the 20th century Italian art. The impact and bewilderment
brought about by the two World Wars can be seen from these important works that belong to different
schools and styles. Boccioni, Balla, Severini, Depero, Campigli, De Chirico, Carra, Sironi. Marini,
Martini, Morandi. Guttuso, Fontana, Burri, Adami, Paladino are among the exhibits, which will give
us a clear and full picture of the evolution of Italian art throughout the 20th century, and prompt a

further probe into the splendid and long-standing culture and history of Italy.

Since its establishment, the Guangdong Museum of Art has been devoting itself to international
exchanges and co-operations of culture and art. It is highly significant and exhilarating to held
this exhibition at the advent of the 2006 Year of Italy in China. This is also the first time for the
Guangdong audience to have a close contact with the magnificent development of Italian painting art

since 1900.

I'd like to extend my sincere gratitude to Gabriella Belli, director of MART, for her efforts and
the abundant art collections of MART that have made possible the planning of this exhibition. My
gratitude also goes to the National Art Museum of China for their precious suggestions. and to all that

have worked hard for the realization of this exhibition.

Wish our exhibition a great succ



FEfEaRAERK

et -

(G nA P

FURE 2 4E 5 % B H AR B AC 2 R I (MART ) # 7 AR, & — FLl A o [ bR 2R 6
NS A SRR L R D A 4 1 SEROR B A1 A A L B K L

MARTIAS J3 4 K AT T — RO 230, Sk S A [ 28 I B KR = b AR e
PR Y IR K A O R L AR R A L R R R S A R R AT
M S 450 < 5 004 Ky DR R BCA T 1

LIkt 2 A1 B A I R T UL L o 0L AR A A 201 42 85 R R AR
BT T AOBLA TS T U A T A M R K BT L R ShOK I MART (G . X st
AR L 125 T AT G i AT TR AT O R SO S 10 £ AT A . MOART () Wi 7% 2

OB S Al A AR AR 0L A, R T R AT 0 SO S LR (Y il — B AL B
14, o T AT 0 O R (0 [ TP, B PR M TR AR E] . ZARIE L R BEUL
AR IR 1 S T

Tk RN, HLEARER T CERR G EARE BT TR SR
o SO AR 28 T I Y i ST A, T AR AT A B vl g AS ) A0 Ik AR . 20 B
WGBS N LAG B SOt . BEE L EARMLR L E Al 2z Y A AR Y Tl fiE

L6 . TR T T AT S (1 5 AN AR AT B I SR T, LA TR 7] de S Y A



President of
the Provincia Autonoma di Trento

Lorenzo Dellai

Since its opening, MART, the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art of Trento and Rovereto,
has contributed to the global spread of Italian art through organizing exhibitions at prestigious

international venues like the Hermitage in Saint Petersburg and the Grand Palais in Paris.

Today, MART's mission has found new and meaningful expression in the exhibition, "Figures and
Images of 20th Century Italy." This exhibition was organized in China by invitation from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and thanks to the valuable support from the Embassy of Italy and its Cultural

Office in Beijing and the Consulate General of Italy in Guangzhou.

This exhibition is not only an important step in the growth and prestige of our museum, but also it
is a unique occasion to introduce the history of twentieth century Italian art to the Chinese public. A
complete and exhaustive review of the history of twentieth century Italian art is presented within this
exhibition, whose artworks have been taken from MART's collections. Due to the trust and generosity
of private collectors who have entrusted their works to MART, the museum's collections have only

gained in strength and integrity over the years.

Exhibiting our cultural heritage at the Guangdong Museum of Art is to renew and deepen the
discourse of cultural exchange and to affirm the universal language of art, which has never before
been able to gain exposure in such distant and different realities. This exhibition illustrates that art,

specifically modern and contemporary art, is a universal language.

Based upon this premise, the Provincia Autonoma di Trento has supported this exhibition of twentieth
century Italian art. Today, China constitutes an area of extraordinary cultural and economic interest,
with which we would like to strengthen ties. Our hope is that this event can lead the way to future
collaborations involving cultural, scientific and academic institutions as well as the entreprencurial

world.

We would like to thank all the people whose passionate and professional dedication made this event

possible.
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