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W] errapin’s Shell Got lts Pattern

WERRIK TS

Native American-Cherokee Story retold by Oban
(E+ZEER—HTEANGKE BRAER

Terrapin and Possum were friends. They liked to gather persimmon fruit and eat it
together in the sun. One day they found a tree with ripe fruit in its top branches. Possum
climbed up, picked the persimmons and threw them down to Terrapin, who slowly rolled
them into a pile with her front claws.

A wolf sauntered’ through the bushes and stopped to watch behind a tree. He liked
persimmons too, and these were big and shiny orange. He licked his jaws with his long
tongue, imagining how tasty the fruit would be and thinking how lucky it was that Possum
had already thrown them down.

The wolf trotted over to Terrapin’s fruit pile, stretched out one of his front legs and
rolled two of the persimmons towards him. Terrapin pulled her head and legs inside her
shell, frightened, and huddled like a stone.

“Go away!” shouted Possum, glaring down through the tree branches. “This is our

fruit. Find another tree.” The Wolf ignored Possum and began to eat the fruit.

BRI - HIYER



My “transformation”
PART 1 s “rom”

Possum jumped up and down on his branch angrily. “Hey, Wolf, It’s no fun taking fruit
that’s aiready on the ground. Are you too tired to jump and catch fresh fruit?”

He started throwing persitnmons down again and Wolf leaped in the air and caught
them in his teeth. Then Possum broke off a sharp piece of twig and threw it down among
the persimmons. Wolf, who was excitedly catching everything that fell, snapped his jaws
around the twig and a persimmon. The twig stuck in his throat and he choked to death.

Terrapin waddled’ over and poked him to make sure he was dead. “I’ll take his ears
to use as spoons.” she said. And she cut off his ears with her sharp claws. Then she waved
goodbye to Possum, who settled himself on a branch and carried on eating persimmons.

Terrapin walked into the village. Over the next two days she went from house to houde,
'dipping the ears into the jars of gruel that the women always kept by their doors. “Yum,”
she muttered. “I love gruel as much as [ love persimmons.”

Soon the news went around that Terrapin had killed Wolf and was using his ears
as spoons to steal gruel. Other wolves got together and followed Tetrapin, and took her
prisoner during the night.

“I didn’t kill Wolf,” cried Terrapin. “Yes you did,” said the wolves. “Everyone say$
you did—and you’ve got his ears.”

The Wolves held a council meeting to decide what to do with Terrapin. They decided
to boil her in a clay pot. Terrapin langhed and said, “my back feet are stronger than clay. I'll
smash any pot you put me into”.

The Wolves talked it over again. They decided to burn Terrapin in the fire. Again
Terrapin laughed. “My shell will protect me. I'll roll on the fire and put it out.”

The Wolves thought again. “We’ll take you to the river and throw you in at the deepest
point, to drown you”, said their leader.

Terrapin pretended to tremble and rock in her shell. “No. Please don’t. The water is so

1. sauntern & vi. B & ¥
2. waddle n. & vi. 5538 AT
3. thumpv. €£%; FRMhn T&; €5
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deep and my shell is so heavy, I'll sink!” she cried. The Wolves laughed.

They dragged her to the river and the two biggest Wolves threw her as far out over the
water as they could. This was just what she wanted. Splash! She hit the water and dived
down towards the weeds at the bottom. But the water was muddy and she couldn’t see
clearly. She thumped’ into a jagged rock and her shell cracked in many places.

Stunned, she floated down into the weeds. Then she sang a healing song. “I will sew
myself together, I will sew myself together.” The water washed around her and slowly the
pieces of her shell came together again.

But the shell’s surface was no longer smooth. Scars formed ridges, which made a

pattern. Terrapin carries this shell pattern to this day.
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oise Lost His Tail and Teeth
WEE B2 5

Australian Aborginal Dreamtime’ Legend refold by Oban

BAFT LERIFF RN ANMIESEE R

When someone dies, people thought their spirit went from our world into the land of
souls where they found eternal life. They thought there was a bridge over the river of death,
stretching between the two worlds. But no one really knew what happened.

A long time ago, a man who had died, woke up and was glad to be alive again. He had
quite a story to tell,

“I walked a long way,” he said, “until I came to a wide, rushing river. I knew I had to
cross it, but the banks were steep and the water was very deep. Then further down I saw a
narrow bridge and a large mound’ on the other side.”

“I stepped onto the bridge and it moved. It was alive. The mound was a gigantic
tortoise, and the bridge was its long tail. I ran forward, trying to cross as fast as I could, but
the tortoise lifted its head and looked at me. It had red gleaming eyes and rows of sharp
teeth. It moved its shell and lifted its tail, and I fell into the water.”

“The water sucked me under. It was like a dark tunnel, with sharp rocks that cut and

6 | RESE - DYER



My “transformation”
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bruised’ me. But then I came to the surface again and saw people on the banks of the river
on our side, hunting and gathering wood. I thought I knew some of them — friends who’d
died earlier. Maybe they were resting on their way to the land of souls. Or they couldn’t get
across either.”

“The river swept me on again, out to sea. The waves were huge but the salt water
healed my wounds and the tide carried me to land. I woke up on a beach, sheltered by cliffs.
I found drinking water and food and I rested. When I was stronger I climbed up and used
the sun to guide me home.”

The people listening to his story were amazed and worried. “What can we do?” one
of them asked. “How can we reach the land of souls when it’s time for us to die, if that
monster tortoise stops us?”

Someone suggested they should ask the medicine man, who lived near their village.
He thought about the problem. “A brave man, who has strength and power from our great
spirits, must cut off the tortoise’s tail.”

Everyone Jooked at him, relieved® that he was the one talked to the great spirits and
not them. “All right,” he said. “I will send my spirit to the river and find the tortoise. When
1 fall asleep, to let my spirit wander, put my axe in my hand so I'm ready to fight.”

The people did as they promised and the medicine man’s spirit set off on his journey.
When he reached the river he climbed a tree and watched as other souls arrived and tried
to cross the river on the tortoise’s tail. Each time the animal shook them off, and they were
swept away in the water.

The medicine man climbed down again. Moving as lightly as the wind, he ran across
the bank and out onto the giant tail. The tortoise tried to shake him off, but the .mcdicine
man was too fast. He jumped onto the enormous shell, spun round and cut off the tail with

his axe.

1. Dreamtime n. 3 XA T £ FFb5& F 45 IF R Ffb ot 5

mound ». 13, 473, Hhovr FIR, B v MAGE, B
bruise v. #45, 314, HH n A, #BH

relieved adj. # G #

w oA LR

Bilingual Bestseller « the Globe of the Animals

fangn (X, R%e) XF, XF, (Fmsy) £5; Fik; K&k @Ak (K% )

7



,\fﬁ% @?Eﬂ@ Orories oF AnMAL TOTEMS

The tortoise reared up on its back legs, twisted round and fell sideways, rolling the
mediqine man underneath its body. But the man wriggled out and jumped away. Then he
used his axe again and cut off the head with its sharp teeth. Glad that the fight was over, the
medicine man sat down for a moment on the riverbank.

He realized that souls arriving on the other side still needed a way to cross the river. He
looked at the trees nearby and chopped down one with a tall, straight trunk. It fell, making a
safe bridge across the river.

The body of the tortoise was still quivering in its shell, and the medicine man felt sorry
for the animal. He believed that the great spirits had forced it to act the way it had. It wasn’t
the animal’s fault.

He looked round and saw a snake curled on the ground, disturbed by the tree being cut
down. It lashed its tail and flicked its tongue at him. The medicine man cut off the snake’s
head, picked it up and cut out the poison fangs® with the tip of the axe blade. Then he held
the head against the tortoise’s neck, and using his healing powers, joined it onto the animal’s
body.

Finally he healed the wound where he’d cut off the tortoise’s tail. He didn’t want
to reconnect the long tail and risk the animal being used by the great spirits again. So he
formed a neat stump under the animal’s shell.

And that is why the tortoise has a head like a snake, with no teeth, and a short, stumpy

tail.
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