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Unit 1

Unit 1

= /ﬂ Reading

On-line ( £k ) courses (also called distance learning) are a‘hot new trend in American
education. According to the Distance Education and Training Council, about 400 U. S. colleges
and schools offer some of their programs on the Web. At the university level, they cost the same
as traditional classes and require similar weekly assignments and textbook reading; the
difference is in class participation.

Generally, students gather together on-line throughout each week to explore topics with the
professor. You read others’ comments and post your own whenever you get a chance. Written
assignments are posted; you e-mail your work. Periodically, you’ re required to take an exam in
order to receive degree credit. Business administration and information technology programs are
the most popular, but you’ 1l also find a variety of liberal arts( 3C#}) offerings, from film theory
to medieval history and foreign language study. While you still can’t get an Ivy League ( 4 jé
K%) degree on-line, a growing number of best institutions, including Stanford and New York
University are beginning to offer on-line courses.

The benefits for busy people are obvious. “I always get a front-row seat.” Says one
student studying at the State University of New York Learning Network. “I can get up in the
middle of class, take a cup of coffee. The class is waiting for me when I get back, and I
haven’ t missed a thing. ” On the other hand, some students miss the face-to-face chance to

have an effect on each other, which often leads to interest and involvement.
1 Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1) The major difference between on-line courses and traditional school education is



2 FELERE(RIM)—ARSTR

f s

A. education cost B. assignments
C. class participation D. textbooks
2) The common way for the students and teachers to communicate with each other is
A. to get on the Web B. to make a telephone call
C. to participate a meeting D. to pay a visit to the teachers

3) Which of the following statements is not true according to the passage?
A. You can get a degree of some famous universities on-line soon.
B. You pay as much for the online courses as for the traditional classes.
C. Online students have the opportunity to get a face-to-face learning from each other.
D. Students of an on-line class are free to do what they want to do.

4) On-line courses must be very attractive to some people except

A. busy people B. people in the remote areas
C. college students D. part-time students
5) Which of the following is not likely related to the online education?
A. Examinations. B. Reading assignments.
C. Discussion with teachers. D. Blackboard.

2 Fill in the blanks with the information you have got firom the passage.

1) is a new trend in American education. Many universities provide some
of their programs 2) . It is almost the same as 3) except in
4) . Generally the students do not sit in a classroom but 5) to

do their studying.

The western alphabet (¥ £} 3% ), which is used in Furope, the Americas, Africa,
Australia and New Zealand as well as in other countries, was first invented in the Middle East.
The people who gave the world this alphabet were the Phoneacians, a people who established
colonies all over the Mediterranean, including Carthage in Africa and Gades in Spain. In their
alphabet, the letters were represented by little pictures which represented sounds. The
Phoneacian A was aelph, which meant “bull(/A42)” , and it was made from a little picture of
a bull’ s head. The letter B was beth which meant “house” , and showed the round-roofed
buildings which you can still see today in Syria.

The Phoneacians had contact with another nation of sailors, the Greeks (#& &N ), with
whom they fought and traded. The Greeks also started to use the Phoneacian alphabet. They



changed the names so aelph and beth became alpha and beta. The shapes of the letters are the
same but they have been turned sideways. If you know any Greek, you can try turning the
letters around again, and see how they lock. You will see that the curve on the right of the
Greek A becomes the horns of a little bull.

Of course, the first two letters of the alphabet give it its name. Over the years there have
been changes. Latin (7 % @ A ) developed an alphabet with some different letters to the
Greeks, and other letters have been added since. But really westerners are using the same

system of writing which has served them so well for thousands of years.
1 Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1) The purpose of this passage is to

A. tell something of Phoneacian history

B. tell the story of why we write as we do

C. compare the western alphabet with other alphabets

D. describe the history of the Greek alphabet
2) Which change did the Greeks make to the Phoneacian alphabet? They

A. changed the picture

B. turned the letters in a different direction

C. changed the shape of the letters

D. put a curve on the letter A
3) Where did the Phoneacians come from originally? They came from originally.

A. Carthage B. Gades

C. the Middle East D. all over the Mediterranean
4) The information in the passage is meant to be

A. interesting B. useful C. funny D. historic
5) Which picture, according to the text, represents beth?

n_. ‘e A

A _raTed B. leh C. \:_)j b, P
2 Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the

passage.
T F

[J [ 1)The western alphabet is now used in every language in the world.
[0 [0 2)In the Phoneacian alphabet the letters were little pictures representing sounds.
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[0 [O 3)Letter B was made from a little picture of a round-shaped building.

[0 [0 4)While fighting and trading with the Phoneacians the Greeks started to use their
alphabet. :

[0 [ 5)Alphabet is named after letter A and letter B.

He had uncombed hair, dirty clothes, and only 35 US cents in his pocket. In Baltimore,
Maryland, he got on a bus and headed straight for the restroom( il fif). He thought that if he
hid in the restroom, he could ride to New York without paying.

But a passenger at the back of the bus saw him. She tapped the person in front of her on
the shoulder and said, “Tell the bus driver there’s a bum( JijB# ) in the restroom. ”

The message was passed from person to person until it reached the front of the bus. But
somewhere along the way, the message changed.

The driver immediately pulled over to the side of the highway and radioed the police.

When the police arrived, they told the passengers to get off the bus and stay far away.
Then they closed the highway. That soon caused a 24-kilometre-long traffic jam.

With the help of a dog, the police searched the bus for two hours. Of course, they found
no BOMB. -

Because so many English words sound similar, misunderstandings among English-speaking
people are common.

Every day people speaking English ask one another questions like these: “Did you say

" &«

seventy or seventeen?” “Did you say that you can come or that you can’t?”
When similar-sounding words cause a misunderstanding, probably the best thing to do is
just laugh and learn from the mistake.

Of course, sometimes it’ s hard to laugh. The man who traveled to Auckland instiééd“.:(')f
Oakland didn’t feel like laughing.

1 Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1) The bus driver asked the police to come to .
A. find a bum B. find a bomb
C. prevent a traffic jam D. find the man
2) Which of the following pairs of words may cause the problem the passage mentions?
A. High and tall. B. Teacher and tutor.
C. Want and need. D. Whole and hole.



3) If you are not sure someone’s saying 17 or 70, what is the best way to make sure of it?

A. To guess. B. To ask to repeat.
C. To laugh. D. To do nothing.
4) In the last sentence of the passage, why did the man go to a wrong place for trip?
A. It is hard to laugh. B. The two places are close.
C. The two places sound similar. D. He likes better place to go.

5) The story mainly tells us that
A. there are many English words with similar sounds
B. words with similar sounds may cause misunderstanding
C. the bus driver and the passengers are brave and clever

D. the bum was not found by the police and the dog

2 Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the
passage.

T F

[0 [1 1) English speaking people often misunderstand one another because there are many
English words sounding similar.

O [ 2) “bum” became “bomb” when the message was passed on and that was the reason
why the police came finally. '

0 [0 3) To laugh is the best way to deal with the misunderstanding caused by similar

sounds of words. '
[1 4) The traffic jam mentioned in the passage was caused by the hidden bomb.
[J 5) The police failed to find the bomb because they didn’t search the restroom.

O d

'riir Vocabulary and Structure

1 Fill in the blanks by choosing words given in the table. Make changes where
necessary.

effective doubt imagination spread

purpose obvious realize Tequire

1) This author writes very exciting stories. He has a good

2) The driver didn’t that there was ice on the road, so he had an accident.
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3) My in going there was to meet some people on business.
4) This new law factories to clean areas that they pollute.
5) “Mark, is Tom coming to the party tonight?” “ I it. He’ 1l have an

important test tomorrow. ”

6) The law is out of date. It is no longer

7) He can not even stand up. It’s that he is drunk.
8) The news widely all over the country that the famous actress has been
arrested.

2 Choose the best answer.

1) He wanted to know why an apple down and not up.
A, falls B. fall C. fell D. had fallen

2) It was not until then that I came to know knowledge only from practice.
A. had come B. came C. would come D. comes

3) Tom will work until he the store at 6:00 PM.
A. leave B. leaves C. left D. will leave

4) Twelve inches one feet.

A. make B. makes C. is making D. will make
5) Smith his friends for money.
A. is often asking B. often ask
C. often asks D. has been asked
6) A year four seasons.
A. has been divided into B. is divided into
C. has divided in D. was divided into
7) Mark Twain, an American writer, everybody here.
A. knows B. is known as
C. is known to D. is known for
8) Neither my sister nor I interested in history,
A. is B. were C. are D. am
9) They usually to the mountains, but this summer they (travel) to the
beach.
A. traveled / travels B. travel / are traveling
C. travel / travel D. traveled / traveled

10) Who the dishes every day in your house? My sister.



A, did B. do C. does D. will do
3 Rewrite the following sentences.

Example  The bedroom is too small for the children now.
The bedroom is not big enough for the children now.

1) His hobby is collecting stamps.

He is very interested
2) This town has three cinemas.

There are

3) It will be nice to have a swimming pool in our garden.

I wish we

4) To pass your driving test is not easy nowadays.

It is not easy nowadays

5) We must answer this letter immediately.
This letter

6) I like to play tennis in the summer.

I am very found of

[ Writing

1 Combine the following pairs of sentences into one, using the words given in
brackets.

1) We have received your telegram. We have received your letter of 20 July, too.  (as well as)
2) The car was almost new. Its price was not high.  (and besides)
3) It was unkind. It was untrue.  (not only, but also)

4) Be quick. You will be late.  (or)
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5) The officer stood up to speak, and everyone was silent.  (as soon as)

6) Jane did not come home by midnight, and many terrible fears passed through Mother’ s

mind.  (when)
7) You want me to start, and so I am ready to do so.  (since)
8) Tom was unable to work. He was poor in health.  (because)

2 Reai‘range the order of the sentences to form a logical letter.

Dear Bill and Moira,
1) After dinner we danced until the restaurant closed at midnight.
2) I am writing to thank you for the lovely flowers you sent me for my eighteenth birthday.
3) I am looking forward to seeing you when you come on holiday next summer.
4) 1 had a wonderful party at nearby restaurant for my birthday.
5) We invited about thirty of my friends to have dinner first.
6) The party continued at home until we have felt too tired to dance any more.
7) Fortunately the next day was Saturday so we did not have to get up early.
Lots of love

Janet
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Translation

1 T'ransiate the following sentences into Chinese.

1) At the university level, they cost the same as traditional classes and require similar weekly

assignments and textbook reading; the difference is in class participation.

2) Generally, students gather together on-line throughout each week to explore topics with the

professor. You read others’ comments and post your own whenever you get a chance.

3) On the other hand, some students miss the face-to-face chance to have an effect on each

other, which often leads to interest and involvement.

4) The western alphabet, which is used in Europe, the Americas, Africa, Australia and New

Zealand as well as in other countries, originated in the Middle East.

2 Translate the following sentences into English.

1) Wttt T HATH A BB BE, W5 S R . (tap)

2) EROEREET WERETEH, (pass)

3) b TAMKE, REEMMPT, (head for)

4) HTRERIAREMUNKE , RIRHERNE,  (misunderstand)



Unit 2

Unit 2

Reading

Harry Potter is a fictional ( ff4 i) character who was created by British author J. K.
Rowling. Her books have become a huge success with children and adults everywhere !

When Harry Potter was introduced to the world in Harry Potter and the Philosopher’ s
Stone, he was a ten years old orphan who lived under the stairs at Number 4, Privet Drive. He
was adopted (Y§{FF) by his aunt and uncle, the Dursleys, when his mother and father were
killed in an automobile accident when he was just a baby. The Dursleys were not.ve'ry pleased
with the poor little baby they found one morning on their doorstep, and treated Harry quite
badly.

This all changed one day however, when Harry received a letter in the post on his eleventh
birthday. No matter how hard his Uncle Vernon tried to keep the news from him, Harry
managed to discover that he, like his parents before him, was a wizard, and that he was invited
to learn the ways of the craft(${Z) at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

There are currently four books available in the Harry Potter series, with three more planned
in the future. Each one takes place over the course of one year at Hogwarts, as Harry and his
best friends, Ron Weasly and Hermione Granger, uncover the truth about Harry’ s parents and
Harry” s Destiny (732 ). In the first book alone we can see them growing up while fighting
against a giant man, a large three-headed dog, and the evilest of all wizards who cannot be

named.
1 Answer the following questions.

1) Who is Harry Potter?



