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A Philosophical Perspective
on the Paradox of the Nation-State
in the Global Times

In the circumstance of globalization, the nation-state is now facing
double challenges both in theory and practice: On one hand, the hy-
perglobalizers predict the demise of the nation-state on the face of glo-
balization occur, alongside an awareness of the growth of transnational
political institutions and norms. New images of world order speak of the
emergence of the global citizen and a global civil society, stimulated
once again by the corrosive effective effect of migration and global com-
munications on nationalism and parochialism. On the other hand, vari-
ous hypernationalizers refuse to recognize the national state they are
from nowadays. They question its legality and want to go back to a
world in which one ethnic group is an independent state to protect their
political , economic benefit and their national culture value. It is the
paradox of the nation-state.

This dissertation explores the phenomenon of globalization and
“the paradox of nation-state” from historical materialism, especially

Marx’ s thought of world history and his theory of universal communica-



tions.

The paradox of nation-state is the central topic of this dissertation.
This dissertation thinks that the inequity and unbalance in the process
of globalization is the practical base on which this paradox is formed.

This dissertation traces back to the historical process of the catego-
ry of nation-state. It affirms the active influence of the classical theory
of western nationalism and eriticizes the western-centered feature of this
kind of theory.

This dissertation exposes the theoretical challenge and practical di-
lemma which nation-state is facing in the times of globalization. It ar-
gues that globalization is an umbrella term for a number of processes,
political and cultural as well as economic ,involving in different aspects
of social changes and loading in a variety of directions.

This dissertation predicts that nation-state will not be out-state in
the future that we can imagine, though it need a radical reform in the

way it works.

Key Words ; Globalization Nation-state Karl Marx World history.
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