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THE WAY TO USE THE TABLES

The Chronological Tables of Chinese History is a tool book intended for finding
Chinese dynastic and cyclical dates and their concordances in the Western and Moslem
Calendars. The book is divided into two parts which are printed in separate volumes.

Part I covers a period of 2,674 years from 2674 B.c. to the year 1 B.c.—there being
no zero year in the historical chronology. It is divided into two sections: the Tables in
the first section, covering 1,290 years from 2674 B.c. (the year ting-hai T 3%, 1st year of
Huang Ti) to 1385 B.c. (the year ping-ch’én, W JR, the 14th year of P’an-kéng of the
Shang [Yin] dynasty) give the Years and Reigns for the period covered. The Tables in
the second section, covering a period of 1,384 years, from 1384 B.c. (the year ting-
ssit T B, the 15th year of P’an-kéng, the date when the Shang moved their capital to
Yin f%) to the year 1 B.C. (the year kéng-shén Bt H3, the second year of Yiian-shou L5
in the reign of Ai Ti of the Western Han) give the full calendar of Months and Days
in addition to the Years and Reigns of the period covered.

Part 11 covers a period of 2,000 years from the year A.D. 1 (the year Asin-yu ¥,
the 1st year of Yiian-shih 5t #%fi inthereign of P’ing Ti of the Western Han) to a.p. 2000
(the year kéng-ch’én PiJz, which will be the 89th year of the Republic of China), the
Tables for the whole period giving the full Calendar for Years, Reigns, Months and
Days. :

EXAMPLES AND EXPLANATIONS OF THE TABLES

A. Example of Tables showing Years and Reigns

(the Cyclical year) @ [ T% ting-hai 2674 | @ (the year of the pre-Christian era)
HRE
Yu-hsiung Shih ® (Clan-name of the Emperor)
=i
Huang Ti (title of the Emperor)
JG
1 (year of the Reign)
(the pre-Republican year) ® | 4585 2040 | @ (the Julian year)

(see Vol. I, p. 1, top-left square)

Expianation of the above:

@ At the top left-hand corner is placed the ‘Cyclical year’, that is the designation of
the year in terms of the short-scale cycle of 60 formed by combining the Ten Heavenly
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Stems (KF t'ien-kan) with the Twelve Earthly Branches (#3% #i-chih), which was
first applied to years in the Eastern Han dynasty (from the chien-wu period
A.D. 25-55). By calculating upwards from that time, the 1st year of Huang Ti is found
to correspond to the Cyclical year ting-hai T 3.

® At the top right-hand corner is placed the year B.c. according to the long-scale of
the Western Calendar. By calculating upwards from the Christian era, and using the
‘historical chronology’, the 1st year of Huang Ti is found to correspond to the year
2674 B.C.

® At the bottom left-hand corner is placed ‘the pre-Republican year’, that is, the
number of years before the founding of the Republic of China (1912). This is the
long-scale in use by Chinese scholars. Calculating upwards from A.p. 1911 (the year
hsin-hai %%, the 3rd year of Hsiian-t’ung and the last year before the Republic), the
1st year of Huang T is found to correspond to the year 4585 before the Republic. If
it is wished to find the length of time from the 1st year of Huang T1i to the present day,
it can be done by adding the current year of the Republic to this number.

@ At the bottom right-hand corner is placed the year according to the ‘Julian
Calendar’, which is the longest scale for determining historical dates in use by Western
scholars. Based on the method determined by Julius Caesar in 46 B.c., the Calendar was
constructed by the French historian Josephus Justus Scaliger (1540-1609) in his De
Emendatione Temporarum (1583) by calculating upwards the number of Julian years
to the year 4713 B.c., which is the first year of the ‘Julian Cycle’.

In the Tables from 1384 B.c. downwards the Julian Calendar is used for calculating
the ‘Julian Days’ in the Western section of the Tables[Vol. I p. 82], as will be explained
in detail below.

® In the centre column, reading downwards, appear consecutively the clan-name
of the reigning Emperor (‘Yu-hsiung Shih’), the title of the Emperor (‘Huang T7’),
and the year of his reign (‘1st year’).

In later Tables the family and personal names of the Emperors (‘Asing-ming ) and
the title of the Reign-period (nien-hao) are also added.

From Huang Ti (2674 B.c.) to Ti-chih (5% 2334 B.cC.) is the Legendary Period.
Although for Yao ('T’ang) and Shun (Yii) and the Hsia, Shang, and Chou dynasties to
the time of the T's’in dynasty, reliable historical records exist, the family and personal
names (‘hsing-ming) of the emperors are mostly unknown, so they are not includ«d in
these Tables until the reign of Er-shih of the Ts’in dynasty (%= 209 B.c., V(. I,
p. 228).

Reign-periods (nien-hao 45k ) are not added until the reign of Wu T'i of the Western
Han (R Chien-yiian Bt 1st year, 140 B.c., Vol. I, p. 237). .
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B. Example of Tables showing Years, Reigns, Months and Days

% d Rei Months and Days Months and Days
cars an €808 Chinese Calendar Western Calendar

® ®@ © @ ® OO ®
EEHR 1|/ RE E ZH | 2 24 1721112
kéng-shén oo = B4y | 3 24 1141
BERE = BF| 4 23 1171
® g B o ORE | 5 22 1200
W. Han EH B OBX%| 6 21 1230
® =% RE KN BE| 7 2 1260
. Ai Ti BFH & £ | 8 19 1289
) ZBE A EE | 9 18 1319
o (R WK Ju @ |10 17 1348
e T% 4+ g0 |11 16 1378
Yiian-shou RF +— EEE [ 12 15 1407
® ft @18 TR | 1 1 1424
2 of = EE | 1 14 1437

1912 4713 354

® ® ®

(See Vol. I, p. 254, bottom right square)

Explanation of the above :

[The Table for each year is divided into three vertical panels. The left-hand panel is for the Year,
which is numbered according to the Chinese and Western Calendars and according to the Dynastic
and Reign-periods; the middle panel is for the Months and Days according to the Chinese Calendar;
and the right-hand panel for the corresponding Months and Days according to the Western Calendar.]

(1) The Left-hand Panel showing the Years and Reigns

In the four corners of the panel are the four calendrical ways of recording the Year,
as explained in connection with the previous example (A), and in the centre are the
names and titles of the Dynasty, the Emperor, and the Reign-period, and the number
of the Year. After A.p. 622 (the first year of the Hegira, see below, How to find the
Moslem Year) the year of the Moslem Calendar (a.H.)isadded in brackets at the bottom
of the right-hand corner (see Vol. I, p. 78).

® The Cyclical Year. This example is for the year 1 B.c., which is designated
kéng-shén e on the Cyclical scale. The Cyclical year is obtained by dividing by 60 the
number of years from 2674 B.cC. (the first year of Huang Ti) to 1 B.C. (inclusive). This
gives the remainder 34. From the Cyclical Table i F % (Table E) page 67 of Volume I
it will be seen that 34 years from ting-hai T %, which is the first year of Huang Ti,
brings one to kéng-shén, which in this case is the last year before the Christian era.

For A.p. 1 (the year Asin-yu % ) one year must be added, hence the A.D. cycles
can casily be computed by remembering that all multiples of 60 + 1 will be Asin-yu
years.
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® The Year of the Pre-Christian Era. According to the usage of historians, there
is no year ‘zero’, hence the last year of the B.C. period is the year 1 B.C.

The Year of the Pre-Republican Era. The first year of the Republic of China is
1912. The 1st year of the Christian era (A.D. 1)is the year 1911 before the Republic, so
1 B.C. is the year 1912 before the Republic of China.

® The Julian Year. Scaliger started his Julian cycle with the year 4713 B.c., there-
fore the year 1 B.C. is 4713 years from the beginning of the cycle.

Nos. @ and ® are based on the Chinese Calendar, ® and ® on the Western
Calendar. But the commencement and ending of the Year in the two Calendars do
not always coincide. Hence the comparison of the Years in this panel is only approxi-
mate. For exact differentiation the next two panels showing details of the Chinese and
Western Calenders should be consulted.

® The Name of the Dynasty. For convenience of comparison with Western chron-
ology the two Parts of the present work have been divided at the Christian era, which
falls in the Western Han. The year illustrated in the example, which is the second year
of the Yiian-shou Jt. 2 period of Ai T1 ¥4, being the year 1 B.C. in the Western Calendar,
concludes the First Part, while the Second Part commences with the first year of the
Yiian-shih 545 period of P’ing T1, which is A.D. 1.

In Part T'wo, in the Tables of the Three Kingdoms period, the Shu-Han & # (A.D.
221-263, Vol. II, pp. 28-33) 1s regarded as the main line; and in the Tables of the
Ts’ing dynasty the T's’ing is regarded as commencing with the first year of the K’ang-hsi
period (A.p. 1662, Vol. II, p. 208). For the former the authority is the Chung-Hsi yiieh-
jih tung-k’ ao of Huang Po-lu (Pierre Hoang, Concordance des chronologies néoméniques
chinoises et européennes, Shanghai 1910); and for the latter the Ev-shih shih so-yiin piao
of Ch’én Yiian (“Tables of the First Days of the Month and of the Intercalary Months
in the Twenty Histories’).

Further, the extension of the Republic to the 89th year or A.p. 2000 is derived from
the Liang-ch’ien nien Chung-Hsi li tui-chao piao of Hsiieh Chung-san and Ou-yang Yi
(‘A Sino-Western Calendar for Two Thousand Years’, Changsha 1940).

® The Title of the Emperor. This consists in a shortened form of the title under
which the Ruler was posthumously canonized.

@ The Family and Personal Names of the Emperor. The family and personal names
of the Rulers are listed from the Han dynasty downwards. For foreign rulers the
transliteration of their names is given. Family and personal names are not recorded in
the Tables for the Republic.

The Title of the Reign-period (Nien-hao). The nien-hao #£%% commenced in the
Western Han, and were abolished under the Republic. When in one year there are two
nien-hao, owing to change of nien-hao by the Ruler, or two rival Rulers existing con-
currently with different nien-hao, such as was the case during the Three Kingdoms, or
the Five Dynasties, etc., the alternative nien-hao are listed in Appendices.
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The Enumeration of the Year. For the evidence upon which the enumeration of
the years of the Rulers is based, see the Appended Tables.

(2) The Middle Panel showing the Months and Days
according to the Chinese Calendar

[The Middle Panel is divided into three columns consisting of the Twelve Astronomical
Months, the Twelve Lunar Months, and the Cyclical designations of the First Day of each
month. This panel and the next panel both deal with the Calendar of Months and Days, and each
line should be read crosswise through the two panels for comparative purposes.]

® The Astronomical Months. The Chinese Calendar is fundamentally ‘a Calendar
derived from the combination of the Solar and the Lunar, expressed in the Twelve
[Earthly] Branches, and the Ten [Heavenly] Stems’. Every Solar Year is divided
into twelve sections or months, named after the T'welve Branches -+ — 3, and correlated
with the division of the year into the ‘T'wenty-four Festivals’ [Seasonal Divisions
or ‘Solar Terms’ =+ M&i%K, which are based on the Summer and Winter Solstices
and the Equinoxes, see @ below]. This is what is meant by the ‘Astronomical Months’,
or ‘Solar Months’, which were formerly called ‘Festival Months’. By prefixing a ‘Stem’
to each ‘Branch’ [in the designation of the months, so producing a Cycle of sixty
months], it comes about that in each period of five years [or sixty months] all the
months have different designations, although the essential part [of the name of each
month, which indicates its sequence in the year and does not change], is in fact the
Earthly Branch by which it is indicated.

For example, in the year under discussion [the month] wu-yin J% H is the Astrono-
mical Month ‘yin’ H [yin being the name of its Earthly Branch]. (For a more detailed
discussion of the Chinese and Western Calendars, see the Author’s Introduction, below
p. 48 f.).

® The Lunar Months [or Moons]. These are determined by the waxing and waning
of the Moon, which constitute one month. The month indicated as the ‘First Month’
(chéng-yiieh IEH) in the example is ‘established upon’ the Astronomical Month yin,
hence the system used is said to be ‘established upon yin’ (chien-yin B 'H).

This introduces the san-chéng = 1E question in the Chinese Calendar [“The Three
Different Months with which the year commenced’ in the Hsia, Shang, and Chou
dynasties respectively, which is discussed in the second part of the Author’s Intro-
duction. The Hsia Calendar commenced with the month yin, as does the Chinese
Calendar at the present day.]

The present example belongs to the Hsia-chéng B IE. (the ‘Hsia Year’).

[For convenience of the Western reader the Tables on p. 43 of Volume I giving the names of the
Twenty-four Festivals in Chinese, their concordances with the Seasons, and the Commencement of
the Hsia, Yin (Shang), Chou, and Ts’in Years, are reproduced below in English together with
approximate dates of the Festivals given by Giles (Dictionary, 1912, Part I, p. 26).]

® The Cyclical Designations for the First Day of each Lunar Month. The use of the
Stems and Branches to record the Days is the flower of the Chinese Calendar, and a
special feature of Chinese civilization. It provides a Cycle of sixty combinations of
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Stems and Branches from chia-tzi and yi-ch’ou to jén-hsii and kuei-hai, to serve as a
short-scale [which can be repeated] to record the Days continuously and infallibly from
the ancient past to the present time independently of the calendrical dates.

In this column are listed the Stem-Branch designations of the First Day of each
Lunar Month (or ‘Moon’).

If the Middle Panel is compared crosswise with the Right-hand Panel for any given
date, the Middle Panel gives the designation of the Solar and Lunar Month in columns
one and two, and the Right-hand Panel gives the corresponding Month and Day of
the Western Calendar together with the number of the Julian Day.

[From the first day of its waxing to the last day of its waning, the moon takes
approximately 291 days. Hence the Lunar Monthsare divided into ‘Great Months’ X A
of 30 days and ‘Small Months’ / 3 of 29 days each.] To know whether a Lunar Month
is a ‘great month’ of 30 days or a ‘small month’ of 29 days, taking the diagram before
us as an example, look at the cyclical characters for the days of the month, given in
column 3 of the Middle Panel; whenever the Stem-character for a day in any given
month is the same as that for the corresponding day in the following month, the interval
between the two dates is 30 days, and therefore the month is ‘great’; when the Stem-
characters are different the month is ‘small’. Thus the first day of the first month of the
year in the example is yi-ch’ou Z3k; the first day of the next month is chia-wu B 4.
The Stem-character of the one day is yi Z; the Stem-character of the other day is
chia B ; the Stem-characters differ, hence the month in question is a ‘small’ month of
29 days. Again, the first day of the second month is chia-wu B 4+; and of the third
month is chia-tzi ¥ F; the two days have the same Stem-character, the second month
therefore is a ‘great’ month of 30 days; and so for the rest.

@ The First Day of the Year in the Solar Calendar. [ The Arabic numerals in the
middle column of the example indicate that] in the year kéng-shén of the Chinese
Calendar the First Day of the year in the Western Calendar, in this case A.D. 1, fell on
the 18th day of the 11th Lunar month. In the right-hand column this 18th day is
indicated by the Cyclical characters #ing-ch’ou T3k, and on the Right-hand Panel it
appears on the same line as ‘1’ (January) ‘1’ (first day).

® The Total Number of Days in the Year (according to the Chinese Calendar).
According to the Chinese Calendar the year in question [kéng-shén, 1 B.C.] was an
‘ordinary’ year (p’ing-mien Z84g); it had no Intercalary Month, but twelve Lunar
Months in all, six Great Months and six Small Months, totalling 354 days.

(3) The Right-hand Panel showing the Months and Days
according to the Western Calendar

The months and days according to the Western Calendar shown in the 1st Volume
of Tables are based on the theoretical calculations of the Julian Calendar—the system
determined by Julius Caesar in 46 B.c.—after certain errors in applying the inter-
calations, which diverge from those shown in the present Tables, have been removed
from it.,



