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Part | Background Knowladge
Intensive Reading

Lesson 1 City Planning

City planning is the integration of the disciplines of land use planning and transport
planning, to explore a very wide range of aspects of the built and social environments of ur-
banized municipalities and communities. Regional planning deals with a still larger envi-
ronment, at a less detailed level.

Based upon the origins of urban planning from the Roman era, the current discipline
revisits the synergy of the disciplines of urban planning, architecture and landscape archi-
tecture,

Another key role of urban planning is urban renewal,and re-generation of inner cities
by adapting urban planning methods to existing cities suffering from long-term infrastruc-

tural decay.
Asthetic

In developed countries, there has been a backlash against excessive man-made clutter in
the visual environment, such as signposts, signs,and hoardings. Other issues that generate
strong debate among urban designers are tensions between peripheral growth,increased
housing density and planned new settlements. There are also unending debates about the
benefits of mixing tenures and land uses, versus the benefits of distinguishing geographic
zones where different uses predominate, Regardless,all successful urban planning consid-
ers urban character, local identity, respect for heritage, pedestrians, traffic, utilities and nat-
ural hazards.

Planners are important in managing the growth of cities,applying tools like zoning to
manage the uses of land,and growth management to manage the pace of development.
When examined historically, many of the cities now thought to be most beautiful are the re-
sult of dense, long lasting systems of prohibitions and guidance about building sizes, uses
and features. People enjoy compression. Georgetown, in Washington, D. C. surety one of
the most delightful residential areas of our country, has narrow brick homes set wall to wall
along its narrow, shaded streets. Its brick walk pavements,often extending from curb to
facade, are opened here around the smooth trunk of a sycamore or punched out there to re-

ceive a holly,boxwood,a fig tree,or bed of myrtle. In this compact community, where
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space is at such a prgmium, the open areas are artfully endorsed by fences, walls, or building
wings to give privacy and to create a cool and pleasant well of garden space into which the
whole house opens.

What they missed,what they. need,is the compression,the interest,the variety, the
surprises,and the casual,indefinable charm of the neighborhood that they left behind.
This, in essence, is the appeal of the Left Bank of Paris,of Sam (n) Francisco’s China-
town, of Beacon Hill in Boston. This same charm of both tight and expansive spaces,of de-
light variety, of delicious contrast,of the happy accident,is an essential quality of planning
that we must constantly strive for. And one of the chief ingredients of charm,when we
find it,is a sense of the diminutive,a feeling of pleasant compression. Private or communi-
ty living spar (c) es become a reality only if they and the life within them are kept within
the scale of pleasurable human experience.

Safety

Historically within the Middle East, Europe and the rest of the Old World, settlements
were located on higher ground (for defense) and close to fresh water sources. Cities have
often grown onto coastal and flood plains at risk of floods and storm surges. Urban plan-
ners must consider these threats. If the dangers can be localized then the affected regions
can be made into parkland or Greenbelt,often with the added benefit of open space provi-
siomn.

Extreme weather, flood, or other emergencies can often be greatly mitigated with se-
cure emergency evacuation routes and emergency operations centres. These are relatively
inexpensive and uninttusive,and many consider them a reasonable precaution for any urban
space. Many cities will also have planned, built safety features,such as levees, retaining
walls, and shelters.

In recent years,practitioners have also been expected to maximize the accessibility of
an area to people with different abilities, practicing the notion of “inclusive design, ”to antic-
ipate criminal behaviour and consequently to“design-out crime”and to considertraffic cal-
ming”or“pedestrianisation”as ways of making urban life more pleasant.

City planning tries to control criminality with structures designed from theories such
as socio-architecture or environmental determinism. These theories say that an urban envi-
ronment can influence individuals” obedience to social rules. The theories often say that
psychological pressure develops in more densely developed areas. This stress causes some
crimes and some use of illegal drugs. The antidote is usually more individual space and

better, more beautiful design in place of {functionalism.

Transport

Very densely built-up areas require high capacity urban transit,and urban planners

must consider these factors in long term plans.
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Fig. 1-1 Underground station in city

Although an important factor, there is a complex relationship between urban densities
and car use.

Transport within urbanized areas presents unique problems. The density of an ur-
ban environment can create significant levels of road traffic, which can impact busines-
ses and increase pollution. Parking space is another concern, requiring the construction
of large parking garages in high density areas which could be better used for other devel-
opment.

Good planning uses transit oriented development, which attempts to place higher den-
sities of jobs or residents near high-volume transportation. For example, some cities permit
commerce and multi-story apartment buildings only within one block of train stations and
multilane boulevards,and accept single-family dwellings and parks farther away.

Floor area ratio is often used to measure density. This is the floor area of buildings di-
vided by the land area. Ratios below 1.5 could be considered low density,and plot ratios
above five very high density. Most exurbs are below two, while most city centres are well
above five, Walk-up apartments with basement garages can easily achieve a density of
three. Skyscrapers easily achieve densities of thirty or more.

City authorities may try to encourage lower densities to reduce infrastructure
costs, though some observers note that low densities may not accommodate enough popula-
tion to provide adequate demand or funding for that infrastructure. In the UK, recent years
have seen a concerted effort to increase the density of residential development in order to
better achieve sustainable development. Increasing development density has the advantage
of making mass transport systems,district heating and other community facilities
(schools, health centres, etc) more viable. However critics of this approach dub the densi-
fication of development as‘town cramming’and claim that it lowers quality of life and re-

stricts market-led choice.
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Fig. 1-2 Blight may sometimes cause communities to

consider redeveloping and urban planning.

Process

The traditional planning process focused on top-down processes where the urban plan-
ner created the plans. The planner is usually skilled in either surveying, engineering or ar-
chitecture, bringing to the town planning process ideals based around these disciplines.
They typically worked for national or local governments,

Changes to the planning process over past decades have witnessed the metamorphosis
of the role of the urban planner in the planning process. More citizens calling for demo-
cratic planning & development processes have played a huge role in allowing the public to
make important decisions as part of the planning process. Community organizers and social
workers are now very involved in planning from the grassroots level.

Developers too have played huge roles in influencing the way development oc-
curs, particularly through project-based planning. Many recent developments were results
of large and small-scale developers who purchased land, designed the district and construc-
ted the development from scratch. The Melbourne Docklands, for example, was largely an
initiative pushed by private developers who sought to redevelop the waterfront into a high-
end residential and commercial district.

Recent theories of urban planning, espoused, for example by Salingaros see the city as a
adaptive system that grows according to process similar to those of plants. They say that

urban planning should thus take its cues from such natural processes.
Notes

1. City Plan: HEATASIE WA
town planning  3FAEHR
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2. Georgetown, in Washington,D. C

Georgetown is a neighborhood located in the Northwest quadrant of Washington,
D. C.,along the Potomac River waterfront. Founded in 1751, the city of Georgetown sub-
stantially predated the establishment of the city
of Washington and the District of Columbia.
Georgetown retained its separate municipal sta-
tus until 1871, when it was assimilated into the
District of Columbia. Today,the primary com-
mercial corridors of Georgetown are M Street
and Wisconsin Avenue, which contain high-end
shops,bars,and restaurants. Georgetown is

home to the main campus of Georgetown Uni-

versity and the Old Stone House, the oldest stand-

ing building in Washington. The embassies of
Fig. 1-3 The Old Stone House, 1765, oldest

M lia, Sweden, Thailand, Venezuela, and
France, Mongolia, Swe ’ ’ surviving building in Washington, D. C.

Ukraine are located in Georgetown.

TR A TAR S X P e AR F B FE L ST 5. TRIRELEE T 1751 4%, gpr R Bt
REAIEMG AR X (R ST 3R R, 78 1871 SRR A T EHME AR K LARYE, FTiSl—EE
T RO, A B, G FEMN LA SR M R AN BT R R G, FE IR B R
WICAMEE, TRAEALHMERRE — SRR LNER, DER. 84, Wi, ®
R 11 £ 52 22 O R AR AR Tttt

Much of Georgetown is surrounded by parkland and green space that serve as buffers from
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development in adjacent neighborhoods,and provide recreation. Rock Creek Park,the Oak Hill
Cemetery, Montrose Park and Dumbarton Oaks are located along the north and east edge of
Georgetown, The neighborhood is situated on bluffs overlooking the Potomac River.

FRBEIM R E AR MGAEE, RATATREARMEMR, K REHEERK
RzZsEl, ARARE. Bk EIERE . SRS i/ BE A E IR AR R i E TR in SR LR A AR
SHEMRKHEFT . 2 XA T 0] AR F0 S s Ml 2 =4

Georgetown is home to many historic Jandmarks including:

FRIRE N E 2 I LR

Fig. 1-4 P Street NW,in Georgetown, featu- Fig. 1-5 While Georgetown’ s outside

res conduit streetcar tracks installed 1890s, looking

but out of use since January 3,1960 when the
Cabin John line, Route 26, was abandoned

The City Tavern Club, built in 1796, is the oldest commercial structure in Washing-
ton,D. C,

PRI AR R SRR, BT 1796 &, BB BT S S A R L.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, begun in 1829.

Syt — R RET, BT 1829 4.

Dumbarton Qaks,3101 R Street, NW,former home of John C. Calhoun, U. S. vice
president, where the United Nations charter was outlined in 1944,

SR B, R KfT 3101 B, SR EEEISEAH -C- FIRBERZ , 1944 4F4H
ERBRE TREEE.

The Forrest-Marbury House,3350 M Street, NW, where George Washington met
with local landowners to acquire the District of Columbia. Currently the Embassy
of the Ukraine. 4

R - DA AR, M K7 3350 5, Frifi ¢ ARRIRE AR &Y g 0 ol
HE, MR RS B LA X PIEX AR RN T B2 K.
Georgetown Lutheran Church was the first church in Georgetown, dates back to
1769. The current church structure, the fourth on the site, was built in 19 14.

FG B S B RTRIGEAYE — B, SRET 1769 G, IEMHEERRE
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SEIKRTEIROE R, BT 1914 4.
Georgetown Presbyterian Church was established in 1780 by Reverend Stephen
Bloomer Balch. Formerly located on Bridge Street (M Street), the current church

. building was constructed in 1881 on P Street.

FRIRE K EHAH R 1780 A3 - AHH « BRHEIGER. JFIb6 TH#
M KA, SITERSEERIE 1881 4F7E P KiF L& .

Healy Hall on Georgetown’s campus, built in Flemish Romanesque style from 1877 to
1879 was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987.

TGRSR FT, B TS SN, BT 1877~1879 4, 7£ 1987 S EN
ESE i) b2 I

The Oak Hill Cemetery,a gift of William Wilson Corcoran whose Gothic chapel
and gates were designed by James Renwick,is the resting place of Abraham Lin-
coln’s son Willie and other figures.

B AZE, MEREE - BRI - BRHESI B SR, B BEMKRITRER
+ o 2R, BERAGHE - ARERILTFRAMEANZBZN.

The Old Stone House,built in 1765,located on M Street is the oldest original

structure in Washington,D. C.

BT, BT 1765 4, 1T M K#, RERTRIENENR.

Fig. 1-8  The City Tavern Club Fig. 1-9 The Forrest-Marbury House
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Hg. 1-10 Georgetown Lutheran Church Fig. 1-11 ChurchOak Hill Cemetery

Fig. 1-12 Healy Hall on Georgetown’s campus Fig. 1-13 Georgetown
Presbyterian Church .

3. the Left Bank of Paris

Popular sights such as the Eiffel Tower,the Louvre and the Arce de Triumphe may
have a lasting appeal.

EZHBEWS ANIKER RS FT, WIRIEREIE, SIEEMREERIBET.

Paris’s Left Bank romanticised for generations as the hang-out of bohemians, poets, writers and
intellectuals in everything from the musical Moulin Rouge to the novels of Emest Hemingway, still
manages to take hold of the imagination. ‘

ERHZZSIEERE, —HBBEAKTEAN. A, ERAEENREN, WTEHE
SRIOLTES LS BIBR AR - AR/, B RE ATTH R,

Populated by students,artists and art dealers, who frequent beautiful cafes,corner

shops and enticing restaurants, the Left Bank has a local feel. Two Left Bank districts of

stand out as must-see districts

Paris in particular the Latin Quarter and St-Germain

to explore.

FEAER T 22k . SARFAME RGN, 15 5 EAE LMk . i B 5
%A MBS, ERAEMSNERS, BERARFT ST —R T RWMERE
g, —EEXE,

Although popular with many tourists, part of the beauty of the Latin Quarter and St-

Germain is that they are busy, without leaving you feeling as if you are in a tourist trap.
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Every street down which you turn holds something of interest to the inquisitive tourist: a
bar frequented by Picasso,or the crypt of a famous philosopher such as Descartes. It is a

place where rubbing shoulders with history and experiencing all the romance of the Parisian
way of life is unavoidable,

Fig. 1-14 Cafe in Left Bank of Paris Fig. 1-15 Old picture of cafe

HRBEEWE, HENTXMEBEBHEMZLEETEMNRETN, BAENE
IR B EERTT. SMERSAFTHBEBMBOE. BMRE S RER,
REBRREZELTFRELIHOBTE. EIE, AfIS&SHEgAmE, Ny Beiii
KRR BRI RE .

What’s more all the sights everyone visiting Paris wants to see

the Louvre, Notre

Dame and the Eiffel Tower in particular are all within easy walking distance.

BIMSUEENABREZFRRT — S, BERESEMRIFREE —HAL T
P UREBATHRIXEA .

4. San Francisco’s Chinatown

San Francisco’s Chinatown is the oldest Chinatown in North America. It is also the
largest Chinese Community outside of Asia,according to The New Encyclopaedia Britannica
Micropaedia vol. 10,2007 Ed. Established in the 1850s,it has featured significantly in
popular culture venues such as film, music, photography and literature. It is one of the lar-
gest and most prominent centers of Chinese activity outside of China.

IH& L A RILET S REAKT EIR. 8 (HHRNEER2H) & 1o,
2007 jR), BHEEMUIMGEKKTEARER. HE&WEAGET 19 4 50 48, &
BRMSERERAT O BER, ind. F5. MY, BURTEZIIMK
g FE A P ESCLTE S G

Within Chinatown there are two major thoroughfares, One is Grant Avenue,with the
famous Dragon gate; St. Mary’s Park that boasts a statue of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen; a war me-
morial to Chinese war veterans; and a plethora of stores,restaurants and mini-malls that
cater mainly to tourists. The other,Stockton Street,is frequented less often by tour-
ists,and it presents an authentic Chinese look and feel, reminiscent of Hong Kong, with its
produce and fish markets, stores,and restaurants. Chinatown boasts smaller side streets

and famed alleyways that also provide an authentic character.
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Fig. 1-16 San Francisco’s Chinatown Fig. 1-17 San Francisco Chinatown is the

Western Hemisphere’s largest Chinatown

Another major focal point in Chinatown is Portsmouth Square. Due to its being one of the
few open spaces in Chinatown, Portsmouth Square bustles with activity such as Tai Chi and old
men playing Chinese chess. A replica of the God-
dess of Democracy used in the Tiananmen Square
protest was built in 1999 by Thomas Marsh,and
stands in the square, It is made of bronze and
weighs approximately 600lb (270kg).

BEABER A — N EERANEST . |
T RBAENAEWNIREE, FKRFWHTE
BREEEATES, KK ZE, BAMTHHE
S, 1999 4E T HE 78 R g 1T AN BT M 5
%@ﬁj’ %iﬁﬁa W & w5 ;}X@%{gjﬁjﬂ Fig. 1-18 Woh Hei Yuen Park located in
gz, HEFER,. K4 270ke. San Francisco’s Chinatown
List of parks in Chinatown '

® Portsmouth Square—7EE M)

® Chinese Playground—# A 5&;

® Woh Hei Yuen Park—FfIE [ ;

® St. Mary’s Square—XHmAHE.

5. Beacon Hill in Boston

Beacon Hill is a 19th-century downtown Boston residential neighborhood situated di-

rectly north of the Boston Common and the Boston Public Garden. Most people think of



