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Preface

By Peter Winn
President and Co-founder, EF Professional English

I came to China in the mid 90s as a student at Tsinghua University in Beijing’s
famous Haidian district, during the summer prior to studying an MBA at Wharton
Business School. Deng Xiao Ping had recently returned from his famous southern
tour and some of the world’s largest global companies were beginning to set up rep

offices and initial joint ventures, mostly for manufacturing and export.

From the dorm where I lived I would ride my rickety Flying Pigeon bike to class
through sprawling green fields where farmers harvested vegetables to bring the local
markets. During the weekends a few of the foreign students and I would take a T 12
% to Tian An Mén to withdraw cash from one of Beijing’s few ATM machines and
to go to an international hotel where we could make overseas calls. Mobile phones,
or KXEFK as they were called, were a tool reserved for government officials or high
ranking business people. The Third Ring Road and Chang An Jie in those days had
little traffic, but the trip took an hour as [ F would sputter along (“ka-cheng, ka-
chung, ka-chung”), struggling to reach over 50kph, as the driver grinded the gears
while asking an endless barrage of questions about life outside China, how much

money taxi drivers made in New York, and if we knew X 1lJ.



In the short 18-year period since that time, China has gone through a transformation
on a scale rivaled by few nations at any point in history. Today the fields along
Tsinghua’s east gate are the site of modern glass office towers that house the
headquarters of companies like Sohu.com and other global titans of the internet age,
whose market caps on NASDAQ exceed US$1bn. It still takes an hour to get from
Haidian to Tian An Men, but that’s because there are so many private cars in Beijing
that traffic on the Third Ring Road is frequently jammed. A taxi ride from Haidian
to Tian An Men is now RMBS50, and on a recent journey a driver told me all about
his daughter who was at university in Canada. ATMs are ubiquitous and China’s 5
big banks are now all publicly traded on foreign exchanges. Starbucks has nearly
400 locations in cities throughout China, and university students communicate by
the minute with friends from around the country by mobile QQ or Kaixin wang. In
the blink of an eye in terms of China’s 5000 year history, the country has become a
vastly different place from what it was only a very short time ago.

What’s driving this shift is China’s fast paced globalization and economic
development. More than at any point in China’s past, foreign companies are flocking
to China to tap into the country’s growing consumer market. At same time, Chinese
companies are venturing overseas to bring their goods and services 10 consumers
throughout the world.

What this means for you as a student is that there are more opportunities that ever
before to interact with an international community and build an exciting, globally-
focused carcer. What this also means, however, is that getting the best opportunities
is more competitive than ever. As service level, innovation and creativity are
becoming key success factors in the China market, leading companies these days are
looking for individuals who can combine local market familiarity with international

business knowledge, ideally from a top global MBA program.

The growing emphasis in China of these top business programs has driven Chinese
applications at MBA schools like Harvard, Wharton, INSEAD and Stanford to an



all time high and spawned an entire sector of China-based companies focusing on
admissions consulting. Last year over 85,000 Chinese students took the GMAT
test, more than double the combined total of all those who took the tést in the UK,
Germany, France, Spain and Italy.® This increase in application interest has far
outpaced the increase in spaces top schools allocate to Chinese students, making

competition for these few spaces tougher than ever.

In this rapidly increasing pool of Chinese applicants, how can you stand out? How
can you best position yourself to capture the attention of the admissions committees?

"How can you get in?

The authors of this book are Chinese graduates of or current students at top global
MBA programs. They know what it is like to consider the daunting process of
applying to a top international MBA program, they understand the competitive
pressure to present the best possible representation of your university and work
experience, and they indentify with the need to differentiate yourself from a mass
of applicants with similar backgrounds. They have faced these challenges and they

have won.

This book is published by ShareWithU (http://www.sharewithu.com), a large and
growing community of Chinese graduates of the world’s top MBA schools that
initiated at Wharton. Marvin Mao, the founder of ShareWithU, and Joan Qiong,
Editor-in-Chief of this book, are close personal friends and have dedicated their time
and energy to build ShareWithU into a solid organization to help aspiring Chinese
realize their MBA and career dreams. Marvin, Joan and many others at ShareWithU
who have coordinated and contributed to the research, the interviews, the data
analysis and the application strategy reviews that were the basis for this book, are
hoping to help all prospective students in China who are interested in bolstering

their careers by attending a top international MBA program. As China continues to

@ World Geographic Trend Report, 2005 ~ 2009, Graduate Management Admissions
Council.



modernize and internationalize, ShareWithU’s efforts will not only help Chinese
students, but over the long term as these students graduate and bring international
business skills back, will also help China itself become a more sophisticated
business environment. ShareWithU, as it’s name suggests, was set up with this noble

goal in mind.

In the pages that follow, the authors will ShareWithU their stories. They will tell
you their secrets for successful essays including tips on content, writing style and
approach. They will give you hints on recommendation letters including whom to
ask to write your references and how to present these effectively. They will provide
advice on interviews, examining cases of what works and what does not and how
to turn your interviewer into your advocate with the Admissions Committee. While
the information in this book can’t guarantee that you get into a top program, what
it can do is give you the insight, strategies and valuable approaches that could
fundamentally increase your admissions chances, creating a powerful springboard

towards a successful internationally-oriented career.

I wish you the best of luck and best success in your future.
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