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Preface

The research on Chinese ancient glass in our country started in the middle of last cen-
tury. During the past fifty years, glass artifacts have been discovered frequently in the un-
earthed ancient tombs and ruins dated from the West Zhou Dynasty, Spring &. Autumn
Period, Warring States to the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, which pro-
vided us with very important evidence and material for further study of ancient Chinese
glass. Chinese art historians and archeologists have systematically summarized the un-
earthed ancient Chinese glass artifacts and studied their excavation, historical background,
shaping art and glass character etc. Chinese glass scientists have also got involved in scien-
tific research of unearthed ancient glass samples, not only by chemical composition analy-
ses, but also by technological studies, glass weathering and conservation etc. Since the
1980s, several symposia have been held in China concerning the origin, technological
sources and development of Chinese ancient glass, These Symposia were attended by the
scientists and experts in glass archaeology field from home and abroad, which made a con-
tribution to Chinese ancient glass research within a worldwide context.

Much more ancient glass was unearthed along the Yellow River and Yangzi River val-
leys, and the glass has been studied in more detail. There was also much ancient glass un-
earthed in the South and Southwest of China, as well as in the North and Northwest of
China. They are closely correlated with the exchange of ancient glass between China and
foreign countries, via the Northwest, Southwest and the Maritime Silk Routes. These
glasses had been less studied before, and in recent years we have emphasized the study of
the ancient glass unearthed from the South and Southwest as well as the North and North-
west of China. The Symposium on Ancient Glass in Southern China was held in Nanning,
Guangxi, on 16-19th December, 2002. After the symposium more than 70 ancient glass
artifacts and samples provided by the museums and institutes of cultural relics and archae-
ology in South and Southwest of China have been measured and analyzed by non-destruc-
tive analytical methods in Shanghai. The proceeding of this symposium entitled “Study on
Ancient Glass in Southern China” was published by Shanghai Scientific and Technical Pub-
lisher in 2003.

For the same purpose, the Symposium on Ancient Glass in Northern China was held
in Urumgqi, Xinjiang, from 29th August to 6th September in 2004. This symposium was
supported by the Basic Research Division of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Cul-
tural Heritage Bureau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, and was organized by the
Special Glass Technical Committee, the Chinese Ceramic Society and the Xinjiang
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