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Foreword

Speed-up Chinese: Speaking Books are supplementary textbooks of Speed-up
Chinese: An Integrated Textbooks. They also can be used independently. They are
designed for the beginners in short-term study programs. They are in four volumes,
with each volume containing 10 lessons.

As a set of textbooks for special training, this set of textbooks aims to train
and improve students’ abilities of speaking and expressing. We adopt the latest
theories of accelerative Chinese teaching and listening and speaking training
methods as the guideline in the process of compiling this set of textbooks.

The most significant feature of this set of books is that it is exercise-based.
According to the latest textbook compiling principles, an effective textbook should
be a carefully compiled series of exercises, namely “the exercises should be the
main parts of the textbook”. As supplementary textbooks, this book does mnot
introduce any new grammar, although there are some new words in it. Using this
textbook in the class, the teacher should take his main responsibility to guide the
students to do exercises instead of giving lectures too much.

The essential aim of second language teaching is to improve students’
communicating ability in the target language to some extent. To achieve this goal,
student should not only learn language knowledge, but train language skills, and
also participate in communication as well. In this process, the most important
thing is to build a thinking system based on the target language. In order to train
students’ thinking ability and develop their potentialities in language, we use the
challenging unfinished materials in these textbooks, which can help the students
to take part in communicating practices actively, instead of receiving knowledge
passively.

We believe that only by taking the principle of “reinforcement and
scientification” in the practice can we enhance the effect of drills and achieve the

. - - . “ . ” . . .
objectives of accelerative teaching. “Reinforcement” means that in a unit of time



we must input massive language information to the students as much as possible
through a large amount of drills. “Scientification” implies that the drills must be
guided by the methodology of teaching so that the principle of “reinforcement”
can be appropriately carried out.

Before using these textbooks in the class, the teacher had better have a
thorough knowledge of the content of the main textbook Speed-up Chinese: An
Integrated  Textbook, the students’ “have known” and the corresponding
relationship between the lessons of the comprehensive textbook and that of the
speaking textbook. An activity of recalling and reviewing the corresponding
comprehensive lessons before the speaking lessons will lead to a better effect.

This whole book is compiled according to the task-based teaching approach,
with the following four parts in every lesson—New Words, Imitation Drills,
Comprehensive Exercises and Afier-class Exercises. New Words explains new words,
expressions and sentences for the students; Imitation Drills provides three to four
utterances picked from the corresponding comprehensive lessons as samples, so
that the students can know the conversation structures and imitate them;
Comprehensive Exercises, such as “complete the conversation”, “speak in
paragraphs”, can help the students to enhance their knowledge and abilities; A fter-
class Exercises, including oral and writing exercises, are the extension of
classroom teaching so that it can help to strengthen the key points of the lesson in
students’ mind. All the parts except New Words in this series are noted with
pinyin for the convenience of the illiterate students.

No textbook is perfect. These textbooks should be used in a flexible way so

that their advantages can be developed and the disadvantages can be made up for.

Yang Huiyuan
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1 ¥ )| zanydang to praise

2 4 &l mdashang at once, immediately
3 A A )| buzhi to decorate

4 JEHF 2 &l zhénghdo  just right, just in time,

fitful

s iE % pijit beer

6 L . jianyi to suggest; suggestion
7 B . &l taran suddenly

g i & ] yiwang to forget

9 IR Z hudi bad

10 B @ xidngnin ~ to miss

1 IR 2 ke’ai lovely

12 3EF = féichdng very, extremely
13 A $i bidozhun standard
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