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Congratulations from Richard E. Palmer

December 28, 2007

Dear Universitas,

I am highly honored that you are going to publish my lectures delivered in a special
course at Fu Jen Catholic University. I wish especially to thank Cristal Huang, who
arranged for my very pleasant trip to Taiwan to teach a short course in Gadamer’s
philosophy and who has now arranged its publication in Universitas. 1 am proud to have
previously published an article on Gadamer’s philosophy of art in Universitas (no. 346)
and I proudly display two sets of Universitas (344-49, 350-55) in my office here in
Jacksonville, Illinois.

I should like to mention that my fifth book (a translation of the 1997 German book,
Gadamer Lesebuch) The Gadamer Reader: A Bouquet of the Later Writings, has just
recently appeared at the end of November, 2007, It is a collection of 19 essays that
furnish a cross-section of his writings, containing an autobiographical sketch, and at the
end a personal review of Gadamer regarding the range his writings as he looks back on
them at the age of 95. It was my privilege to translate this valuable book, adding three
additional essays(one on Derrida) and to offer a short introduction to each selection. |
think it provides a good general introduction to the range of Gadamer’s thought.

Again, | heartily thank Universitas for publishing my lectures at Fu Jen Catholic
University.

And, of course, I am grateful for the interest Cristal Huang has shown in my work
and that of Professor Gadamer, who died in 2002 at the age of 102.

Sincerely,
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? See Norman O. Brown, Hermes the Thief: The Evolution of a Myth (New York: Random House,
1947, New York: Vintage paperback, 1969) for these and other dimensions of the god Hermes.
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? See Lévi-Strauss, The Raw and the Cooked (Chicago: U of Chicago paperback, 1983, cloth
earlier).

4 See my essay, “Hermes and the Meaning of Hermeneutics,” now available in full text on my
webpage: www.mac.edu/faculty/richardpalmer
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3 Paul Ricoeur, Freud and Philosophy (translating De [ ‘interpretation: Freud et philosophie, 1964),
translated by Denis Savage (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1970), p. 3.

© See “Hermeneutics, Rhetoric, and the Critique of Ideology,” translated by Richard Palmer and
Gisela B. Hess in Rhetoric and Hermeneutics in Our Time: A Reader, edited by Walter Jost and
Michael J. Hyde (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997), 313-334.
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