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FOREWORD

Zhong Xing

The art of Chinese painting has a long history. After Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties,
painting style tended to be fine and delicate, making a difference from two Hans' (Western Han and Eastern
Han) simplicity and boldness. During the reign of Kaiyuan, Tang Dynasty, Wang Wei, a broad-minded poet,
dedicated himself to the creation of elegant, carefree poems and pictures to express his idyllic feelings. He
employed ink-and-wash shading method, unknown before in painting history, signalling a good start in
scholar painting. As a result Wang Wei has been considered the founder of the Southern Painting School.
After that, there emerged numerous eminent painters, who brought forth a new flourishing painting art while
adhering to old concepts and conventions. For more than a thousand years, they took the lead in art, enjoyed
the same reputation and popularity with the Northern Green-verdant School, set up by the famous artist i
Sixun.

Thanks to the economic boom of the prosperous New China, promising painters in art circles are glaring
like stars. They inherited the old tradition, but did not confine to it. They have turned out an amazing
number of superb works, contending each other for supremacy in beauty. In recent years, a great many
aggressive young and middle-aged artists have sprung up. As a new force, they, together with the diligent old
scholars, are ushering in a spring tide to the ancient Chinese painting realm. From among these middle-aged
celebrities, Fujian’s Ma Chi has won his fame in Taiwan for his transcendent skill and comprehensive
methodology. orthodox and forceful, yet they are refreshing and far-reaching. So he is greatly admired by
many Chinese painting enthusiasts both at home and abroad.

Ancient scholars said, Calligraphy and painting are similar in form, but different in expression. Chinese
words were created according to objects’ shapes, whilc painting was a variation of calligraphy’’. Therefore,
among painters, ancient and modern, many are good calligraphers. Born and brought up in a scholar’s family,
Ma Chi became locally known for his beautiful handwriting when he was a mere child. Then he began to
learn painting. Talented though he is, he has had a lot copy work for thirty years. Going deep into the study
of “six methodologies’ and learning ink-splashing, typical of the Southern School, he combines his own skill
and idea with other masters’ merits. He has at last gained his reputation in art world. Whenever his pictures
were drawn, many pecople, especially his friends in Taiwan and Japan, would come to get a picce. He draws
fine and smooth, like spinning silkworm or wood-biting insecct, not without his particular flavour. His works
include figures, landscape. flowers, birds and animals. All of them are rare products in painting circles.

64 pictures are collected in this album. His landscape consists of queer and exquisite cliffs and peaks,
mountains are drawn with ink, rivers are rubbed with brushtips, some are high, others are low, daring to defy
wind and rain, condensing thousand-li scenery into a few square feet, expressing immense flavour beyond the
picture itself. Gigantic pines and cypresses gather side by side among haze and clouds. Some crooked trees
look like sleeping dragons. His flowers are drawn in Xu Xi’s style, he would put on colours after the
completion of twigs, leaves, pistils and sepals. Flowers so-painted are a combination of Northern Song
Dynasty’s majestic spirit and Yuan Dynasty’s tranquil atmosphere. He does not stick to regulations, but he is
actually linked with the traditional practice. That is what we say: “A little red flower half-hidden among
green leaves, it is enough to show the charming spring landscape’. As for genteel ladies, Ma has learned his
art from Shi Zhou, Lao Lian and Long Mian, all the ladies he painted with clear and smooth colours have
attractive figures. “Cabbage and Locust’” and ‘Two Dancing Cranes’, two pictures in this collection are a
merger of fine brushwork and freechand strokes, done with ink-splashing and outlining. These pictures share a
common basic key note, bold, graceful and natural. Another two pieces, ""Steed’ and “Hunting’’, employ new
abstract touches in malformation, such as horses with dragon bodies galloping as fast as lightning. But Ma’s
practice here does not go against the realistic rules set by Cao Ba, Han Gan and Chen Hong.

In the prime of his life, Ma Chi still has a long way to go in his painting career. As Mr. Ma has always
been industrious and diligent to improve his artistic skill, we believe a new star is bound to twinkle in art
circles. Ma Chi seldom gives his pictures to others. This collection is to favour all his friends and fans who

love his painting so much.
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4 BHBEZE Night At Seaside



Mountains And Clouds
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7 %ﬁ%ﬁ Transparent Stream Among Mountains
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8 K?ﬁJZﬂE The Source Of A River 9 M% Daffodils
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