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Unit One
Lesson 1 Nature

Text A~

Life on earth depends on the sun. Day after day we see its light and feel its
warmth, but we do not often consider their origin. Yet there are many remarkable
things about the sun. ' One is its distance from the earth. This is about ninety-three
million miles. A journey of this distance, even if it could be made, would take
several hundred years even in the fastest rocket. * ‘

The sun makes us feel hot,” even at a distance of ninety-three million miles.
This is not surprising. The temperature on the sun is about ten thousand degrees
Fahrenheit. But we receive only a small part of this heat. The total heat of the sun
could melt a column of ice two and a quarter miles thick* and ninety-three million
miles high in one second.

The brightness of the sun is equally astonishing. As we said earlier, we receive
only a very small part of the sun’s heat. We also receive only a very small part of iis
light. This is sufficient for the growth of trees and plants, and for the existence of
living creatures on earth. Too much heat and light would destroy the balance of life.

The heat and light from the sun come in just the right quantities for life on earth.

Words and expressions :

depend on u. rely on K&, HKif

origin n. beginning, source IR, FIE

remarkable «. great, wonderful T ALY, KEH
temperature n. heat, warmth J&¥

Fahrenheit n. a scale for measuring temperature 4 [GBEE
total a. entire, whole 5

column n. beam, pile (K)k, #

sufficient . adequate, enough, plenty REiEHY, LM
creature n. being, living thing 44y
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destroy v. damage, harm, spoil #iiR, IR
balance n. stability, steadiness -, (32

quantity »n. amount, number, sum, volume %¥{&

Notes on the text.

1. Yet there are many remarkable things about the sun, “ T KA BT 2 2K UL
g oA “ there are” G545 HISR LI N A9 F4E -

2. ...even if it could be made, (it) would take several hundred years even in the fastest
rocket. “ BIMETERAT , U2 AL B Ry K STt R E LA FE A BRBIA " X A3 1 “ even if it
could be made... (it) would take...” & EIIES G AR,

3. ...makes us feel... “{HI{REH]------ Y FEAH  “make” LI X “let” , “have” 25 5% 5 iR)
SR IR AT “ o Bl A AR =B AN EE .

4. two and a quarter miles thick 2.25 #5EHJE[Y

Choose the best answers for the following:.

Comprehension

1. What is the passage mainly about?
A. The life on the earth.
B. The distance of the sun from us.
C. Many great things about the sun.
D. The temperature of the sun.

2. How far is the earth away from the sun?

A. About 93 million miles. B. About 930 million miles.
C. About 193 million miles. D. About 93 billion miles.
3. What’s the temperature on the sun?
A. Not mentioned. B. 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit.
C. 10,000 degrees Centigrade. D. Over 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit.

4. Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?

A. The sun’s light comes from billions of miles away.

B. Most of the sun’s heat and light are received on earth.

C. The distance of the sun is the same as that of the earth.

D. Without the correct balance of heat and light, life on earth would not be possible.
5. Why do we need the sun?

A. For the growth of trees and plants.
B. For people on earth.
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C. For the existence of living creatures on earth.

D. For the growth of trees and plants, and for the existence of living creatures on earth.

Vocabulary and structure

6. Whether to success or fail on our hard work.

A. depends B. will depend C. calls D. will call
7. The spring is the of the lake.

A. distance B. creature C. origin D. balance
8. The boy got off his ~~ and fell down from his bicycle.

A. column B. quantity C. temperature D. balance
9. What makes you that?

A. 1o ask B. asking C. ask D. ask for
10. Even we fail again we wouldn’t lose heart.

A. shall B. will C. would D. could

Tekt B~

Trees are useful to man in three very important ways ; they provide him wood and
other products; they give him shade (##5) ; and they help to prevent drought (
) and floods.

Unfortunately, in many parts of the world, man has not realized that the third of
these services is the most important. In his eagerness ( 2 ) to draw quick profit
(3KH]) from the trees, he has cut them down in large numbers ( KL E).

Two thousand years ago, a rich and powerful country cut down its trees to build

warships ( fi%fl) , with which to gain itself an empire. It gained the empire, but
without its trees, its soil became bare and poor. When the empire fell to pieces ( 1=
AATFLf#) , the country found itself faced by floods and starvation.

Even where a government realizes the importance of a plentiful supply of trees,
it is difficult sometimes to make the people realize this. They cut down the trees but
are too careless to plant and look after new trees. So, unless the government has a
good system of control, or can educate the people, the forests slowly disappear.

This does not only mean that there will be fewer trees. The results are even more
serious ; for where there are trees, their roots break the soil up, allowing the rain to
sink in, and also bind the soil. This prevents the soil from being washed away. But

where there are no trees , the rain falls on hard ground and flows away ( Ji2%) on the



surface ( 32)2), and this causes floods and the rain carries away the rich topsoil (£

+ ) in which crops grow. When all the topsoil is gone, nothing remains but worthless

(ZIANERT) desert.

I. Reading comprehension:

1. Trees are useful to man mainly in three ways, the most important of which is that they can
. keep him from the hot sunshine

A
B. enable him to build warships
C. make him draw quick profit from them
D. protect him from droughts and floods
2. It’s a great pity that
A. man is only interested in building empires
B. man 1s eager to profit from trees
C. man hasn’t realized the importance of trees to him
D. man hasn’t found out that he has lost all trees
3. Sooner or later the forests will disappear
A. unless a country has a plenty supply of trees
B. unless people stop cutting down their trees
C. unless all people are taught the importance of planting trees
D. unless the government punishes those who cut trees instead of planting them
4. The word “bind” in Paragraph 5 means ?
A. to wash away B. to make wet
C. to make stay together D. to improve
5. When there is a heavy rain, trees can help to prevent floods, as they can
A. keep rain from falling down to soft ground
. cause the soil to allow rainwater to sink in

B
C. prevent the soil {from being washed away
D. make the topsoil stick together

> Il. Questions and answers:.

1. In what ways do you think trees are useful to man in our life?
How did a rich and powerful country once build its empire?
What can a government do to prevent drought and floods?

What will the results be if we just cut down trees without planting new ones?

[V T VS N\

Can we do something to protect our environment? And how?



Unit One

Lesson 2 Life

Text A

When a housewife wants to turn her bedroom around to face the sun,' she can
do it at the press of a button. A New Zealand” inventor recently perfected the world’s
first prefabricated revolving house. The inventor, Peter Lester, has protected his idea
by taking out a patent on it. >

The first home built to his design is in Rotorua, New Zealand. * The cost of the
model is close to that of an ordinary home with the same floor space—1,800 square
feet. The main house revolves like a wheel above the basement, which remains
stationary. > The plastic roof is semitransparent® and softens the light. Roof blinds in
each room are controlled by an electronic system.

The revolving house will be suitable in any climate. In hot zones the home can
turn to a shady side for coolness, or it can rotate, at one revolution every four

. . 7
minutes , to catch as much breeze as possible.

Words and expressions;
press n. push &, 7
perfect v, better {H5EE v
prefabricate ». make the parts before they are put together il
patent 1. inventor’s exclusive right, licence £ F|(4{)
design n. plan &It
model rn. pattern AEFAY
space n. area, room Z5[A], AXHh
revolve v turn around, go around, rotate fEF:
basement 7. underground room HiF %
stationary «. motionless, still ABhAY, &L
blind rn. cover, shade; screen; curtain WG ; BETE; B
zone n. region, area HWHY, X1
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breeze n. gentle wind X, FHX

Notes on the text.

1. to face the sun 1A [a] & PH

2. New Zealand FFo6% (KEMEZR)

3. ...taking out a patent on it LA HI i

4. The first home built to his design is in Rotorua, New Zealand. “ DA #9532 15 RO —
e 5 2 A T 24 09 59 FEBA T ] P bl <o his design” 1 42 43 145 ¥ 1 VA 1
“home” ,

5. ...which remains stationary.../n] 1) remain” YE % R 3hiA) 5 BB K18 Fon FiERIFHE
FREMEBUR A . BPIAIARE “keep” |, “stay” ,“sit” ,“stand” , “ continue™ & iA],

6. semitransparent & #; “semi-" BT, A “E", . semicentury (),
semicircle (22 1R)) , semidiameter( 4%)

7. as ... as possible JRA[HE--re-

Choose the best answers for the following:

Comprehension

1. Compared with an ordinary home of the same size, the cost of the model home is
A. much less B. about the same  C. slightly higher D. much higher
2. The feature mentioned in the article that may be found in an ordinary house is
A. a stationary kitchen
B. a stationary basement
C. an electronically controlled heating system
D. an air-conditioning system
3. The article describes the effect on light of the
A. plastic roof B. plate-glass windows
C. French doors D. air shafis
4. 'The article implies that
A. the plastic roof allows full sunlight to pass through
B. an electronic system controls roof blinds
C. the purpose of the electronic system is to control the amount of light entering
D. electronic systems ofien go out of order
5. The time given for one revolution of the house is

A. three minutes B. four minutes C. six minutes D. ten minutes




Vocabulary and structure

6. He went to America to his English.
A. take out B. press C. perfect D. learn
7. The bus remains , there must be something wrong.
A. stationary B. suitable C. shady D. quiet
8. If you park your car in a no parking , a traffic policeman will soon find it.
A. space B. zone C. basement D. square
9. The experience in the practice will be of great value to us.
A. gaining B. gained C. gain D. be gained
10. As the saying goes, dogs seldom bite. ”
A. Bark B. Barks C. Barked D. Barking

Almost every family buys at least ( £2/0*) one copy of a newspaper every day.
Some people subscribe to (7T ) as many as two or three different newspapers. But
why do people read newspapers?

Five hundred years ago, news of important happenings—battles lost or won,
kings or rulers overthrown or killed—took months and even years to travel from one
country to another. The news passed by word of mouth and was never accurate ( #Efff
B, 45841 ). Today we can read in our newspapers of important events that occur in
faraway countries on the same day they happen.

Apart from supplying news from all over the world, newspapers give us a lot of
other useful information. There are weather reports, radio, television and film guides,
book reviews ( 43iF), stories, and of course, advertisements. There are all sorts of

advertisements. The bigger ones are put in by large companies to bring attention to (5 |#Z

{EE) their products. They pay the newspapers thousands of dollars for the advertising
space (J &42H), but it is worth the money for news of their products goes into almost
every home in the country. For those who produce newspapers, advertisements are also
very important. Money earned from advertisements makes it possible for them to sell their
newspapers at a low price and still make a profit (I5ER).

Newspapers often have information on gardening, cookery and fashion ( g2 . %2

TFIAT %), as well as a small but very popular section on jokes ( #42k) and
cartoons (/ﬁ@)

~
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} . Reading comprehension;
1. Which of the following is NOT the reason why people buy newspapers?

A. Newspapers provide useful information.

B. Newspapers provide relaxation.

C. Newspapers provide information on fashion.
D. Newspapers provide book reviews.

2. According to this passage, the news passed by word of mouth five hundred years ago was

A. inaccurate B. interesting C. amazing D. horing
3. The phrase “Apart from” in Para. 3 could be best replaced by “ v
A. Different from B. Besides C. Except D. Further
4. Advertisements are important for
A. companies and newspaper owners B. companies and newspaper readers
C. families D. none of the abhove

5. The section on jokes and cartoons is
A. read only by children B. not helpful

C. of no value D. read by many

Il. Questions and answers:

How important are newspapers in our daily life?

Why do we read newspapers?

How can those who produce newspapers sell their papers at a low price and still make a profit?

Why are the bigger advertisements put in newspapers by large companies?

I

What else can we often gel from newspapers?



Unit One
Lesson 3 Animals

Text A

In many countries today, laws protect wildlife. In India the need for such
protection was realized centuries ago.

About 300 B. C. an Indian writer described forests that were somewhat like
national parks today. ' The killing of game beasts was carefully supervised. Some
animals were fully protected. Within the forest, nobody was allowed to cut timber,
burn wood for charcoal, or trap animals for their furs. Animals that became
dangerous to human visitors were trapped or killed outside the park, so that other
animals would not become uneasy.

The need for wildlife protection is greater now than ever before. > About a
thousand species of animals are in danger of extinction, and the rate at which they
are being destroyed has increased. With mammals, for instance, the rate of
- extinction is now about one species every year; from 1 A. D. to 1800, the rate was
about one species every fifty years. Everywhere, men are trying to solve the problem

of preserving wildlife while caring for the world’s growing population.

Words and expressions :
wildlife 7. animals and other living things that live in the wild $F4:= 1%
realize ». understand F{HF], IAH%
supervise v. manage; oversee B FH; WML
timber n. wood JA#t, Akl :
charcoal n. black substance used as fuel AJR
trap v. capture by a trick JEHH
uneasy a. worried, upset NZEH, HLOH])
species n. division of genus #Fp
extinction n. death, destruction K5, #&H
preserve v. protect ffif

A



