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1. Beowulf { REAE K )

~~~~~~~ - A Brief Introduction of Beowulf {NBEER)
fﬁfi‘

Beowulf is the conventional title of an Old English
heroic epic poem consisting of 3182 alliterative Iohg lines,
set in Scandinavia, commonly cited as one of the most
important works of Anglo-Saxon literature. It survives
in a single manuscript known as the Nowell Codex. Its
composition by an anonymous Anglo-Saxon poet is dated
between the 8th and the early 11th century.

In the poem, Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, battles three

antagonists: Grendel, who has been attacking the resident
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warriors of the mead hall of Hrodgar (the king of the Danes), Grendel's
mother, and an unnamed dragon. The last battle takes place later in life,
Beowulf now being king of the Geats. In the final battle, Beowulf is fatally
wounded. After his death his retainers bury him in a tumulus in Geatland.

(MERKY, X (NERE) , BRRT AT504F A 4 by 544
FRIF, K#K318247. HEWH G TR G RN ANETLE, EUH
REERNERTREEN B, EEFTF 7 @4EH Y2 F 00X,
(MERK) (Beowulf) FTAFEEXXEFRFEAZIE, HERMEKE
By E e, AAEN (IERK) —Ff, BT -NMEMERRWIER
ZF, kAEHEAHHEREY, KFRUERTATEE R, HEXHTF
R, AXFEARTLH AR

KA HRFEINERKRGEMBRBERE S}, FHLHERR, B
HHFEM, XPhEERL. EREMTEE, —KRKERL, S
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The Main Content of Beowulf T ERNRE
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© Selected Reading £ &t ——-Beowulf { B
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Part I # —# 2 TR,

WENT he forth to find at fall of night CMERIEE R,
RGN FhHE

that haughty house, and heed wherever 2 B BN BT

the Ring-Danes, outrevelled, to rest had gone. ~HALRREE
R RLE &L

Found within it the atheling band

asleep after feasting and fearless of sorrow,
of human hardship. Unhallowed wight,

grim and greedy, he grasped betimes,

wrathful, reckless, from resting-places,

thirty of the thanes, and thence he rushed
fain of his fell spoil, faring homeward,
laden with slaughter, his lair to seek.

Then at the dawning, as day was breaking,

the might of Grendel to men was known;

then after wassail was wail uplifted,

(AKX ) 47T

loud moan in the morn. The mighty chief,

atheling excellent, unblithe sat,

labored in woe for the loss of his thanes, éf;,
when once had been traced the trail of the fiend, ¥
spirit accurst: too cruel that sorrow, %
too long, too loathsome. Not late the respite; é
with night returning, anew began 2?
ruthless murder; he recked no whit, S



firm in his guilt, of the feud and crime.

They were easy to find who elsewhere sought
in room remote their rest at night,

bed in the bowers, when that bale was shown,
was seen in sooth, with surest token,—

the hall-thane's hate. Such held themselves
far and fast who the fiend outran!

Thus ruled unrighteous and raged his fill

one against all; until empty stood

that lordly building, and long it bode so.
Twelve years' tide the trouble he bore,

sovran of Scyldings, sorrows in plenty,
boundless cares. There came unhidden
tidings true to the tribes of men,

in sorrowful songs, how ceaselessly Grendel
harassed Hrothgar, what hate he bore him,
what murder and massacre, many a year,
feud unfading, — refused consent

to deal with any of Daneland's earls,

make pact of peace, or compound for gold:
still less did the wise men ween to get

great fee for the feud from his fiendish hands.
But the evil one ambushed old and young
death-shadow dark, and dogged them still,
lured, or lurked in the livelong night

of misty moorlands: men may say not

where the haunts of these Hell-Runes be.

Such heaping of horrors the hater of men,
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Chapter I
lonely roamer, wrought unceasing,
harassings heavy. O'er Heorot he lorded, (mEKX)
. . . RIEAHIEREE
Id-b .
gold-bright hall, in gloomy nights; HERE AL H,
and ne'er could the prince approach his throne, LxEe (F22

*) . #EN (L

10 R ARIGIR ) I A

Sore was the sorrow to Scyldings'-friend, L AEEES R
FEMELTF

— 'twas judgment of God, — or have joy in his hall.

heart-rending misery. Many nobles

sat assembled, and searched out counsel
how it were best for bold-hearted men
against harassing terror to try their hand.

Whiles they vowed in their heathen fanes

o g il oo syude
¢ . ﬂ%nm axhpvle E\u.,* Fre e
altar-offerings, asked with words bk e b e
‘%m 5 kpnrng. o w

that the slayer-of-souls would succor give them
for the pain of their people. Their practice this,
their heathen hope; 'twas Hell they thought of

in mood of their mind. Almighty they knew not,

Doomsman of Deeds and dreadful Lord, (MR X)
nor Heaven's-Helmet heeded they ever, WA T
Wielder-of-Wonder. — Woe for that man

who in harm and hatred hales his soul

to fiery embraces; — nor favor nor change

awaits he ever. But well for him
that after death-day may draw to his Lord,

and friendship find in the Father's arms!
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2. Anglo-Saxon Chronicle { #&1&&—H 5 B 4% F
)

A Brief Introduction Of Anglo-Saxon Chronicle T84

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is a collection of annals in Old English
chronicling’ the history of the Anglo-Saxons. The annals were initially created
late in the 9th century, probably in Wessex, during the reign of Alfred the
Great. Multiple manuscript copies were made and distributed to monasteries®
across England and were independently updated. In one case, the chronicle
was still being actively updated in 1154.

The Chronicle is not unbiased: there are occasions when comparison
with other medieval sources makes it clear that the scribes who wrote it
omitted® events or told one-sided versions of stories; there are also places
where the different versions contradict each other. Taken as a whole,
however, the Chronicle is the single most important historical source for
the period in England between the departure of the Romans and the
decades following the Norman Conquest. Much of the information given in

the Chronicle is not recorded elsewhere. In addition, the manuscripts are

S e i

1.chronicling n. %4 %, F&X3Z; LR vt 4 BABF X
2. monasteries n. 15-if [T

3.omitv. Lk, H%
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important sources for the history of the English language; in
particular, the later Peterborough text is one of the earliest
examples of Middle English in existence.

Nine manuscripts survive in whole or in part, though
not all are of equal historical value and none of them
is the original version. The oldest seems to have been
started towards the end of Alfred's reign, while the most
recent was written at Peterborough Abbey after a fire at
that monastery in 1116. Aimost all of the material in the
chronicle is in the form of annals, by year; the earliest
are dated at 60 BC, and historical material follows up
to the year in which the chronicle was written, at which
point contemporary records begin. These manuscripts
collectively are known as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.

(BHe—RrRfHEs) Z-MILRATHIHEAL
SVAE L SN RE L EX S M RS 8
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W7 AE 4 11545
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AL TR G D R AR L B RWE, 1EH
G 7 EREERREF TR A, FF
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The Parker Chronicle or|, S Xk
A The Winchester Chronicle SR A F ERFRMS. 173

B The Abingdon Chronicle I AEHEBE Cotton MS. Tiberius A vi.
C The Abingdon Chronicle II KEEFE Cotton MS. Tiberius B 1.
D The Worcester Chronicle K EH4  |Cotton MS. Tiberius B iv.

The Laud Chronicle or The s i 5
: Peterborough Chronicle HEAIE i [MS Laud 636

The Bilingual Canterbury K R Cotton MS. Domitian A

Epitome Viii.
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. Selected Reading 1%

. ASCHE B IR A T A BT - AT (Rev. James Ingram)
BiE, AARANXFEERETEHEA B (Everyman Press, London,
1912)19124F i Bt 4 4 (BHE—WEREEL) 0P,

1~448

The island Britain is 800 miles long, and 200 miles broad. And there



The Embryo of English Literature

are in the island. five nations; English, Welsh (or British) ,
Scottish, Pictish, and Latin. The first inhabitants were the
Britons, who came from Armenia, and first peopled Britain
southward. Then happened it, that the Picts came south
from Scythia, with long ships, not many; and, landing first
in the northern part of Ireland, they told the Scots that
they must dwell there. But they would not give them leave;
for the Scots told them that they could not all dwell there
together; "But," said the Scots, "we can nevertheless give
you advice. We know another island here to the east. There
you may dwell, if you will; and whosoever withstandeth
you, we will assist you, that you may gain it." Then went
the Picts and entered this land northward. Southward
the Britons possessed it,as we before said. And the Picts
obtained wives of the Scots, on condition that they chose
their kings always on the female side; which they have
continued to do, so long since. And it happened, in the run
of years, that some party of Scots went from Ireland into
Britain, and acquired some portion of this land. Their leader
was called Reoda, from whom they are named Dalreodi (or
Dalreathians). Sixty winters ere that Christ was born, Caius
Julius, emperor of the Romans, with eighty ships sought
Britain. There he was first beaten in a dreadful fight, and
lost a great part of his army. Then he let his army abide with
the Scots, and went south into Gaul. There he gathered
six hundred ships, with which he went back into Britain.
VVhentheyfkstrushedtogeﬂmﬂ,Caesaﬁstﬁbune,whose

name was Labienus, was slain. Then took the Welsh sharp
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