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' Pretace

Architect Narendra Patel’s Design Mantras

Narendra Patel grew up in the provincial town of Bharuch, a cotton-producing region of Gujarat, India. His
childhood house was a row house with a tfin-roof in a neighborhood of “Slumdog Millionaire”. He played in
the fields with his uncles, hand-sculpting mud info castles and surreal creations from the clay-like soil out of
which both the cotton and the young prodigy’s urge to create arose.

Patel wanted to be an artist, but his father, a grade seven feacher, urged him fo meet engineers as he was
finishing high school. Like men a half of a world away, half a millennium earlier in Italy, Patel realized that
architecture was the perfect gestalt of three-dimensional geometry and the creative imperative.

It was while an architecture student at the University of Maharaja Sayajirao in Baroda, India (enrollment,
50,000) that the world got its first glimpse of what Patel would ultimately share with it — in this early case, a
jury placed one of his sculptures in a major American airport. After completing his Masters of Architecture af
the University of Toronto, Patel was soon in America himself — re-starting his life, reincarnated again with the
humblest settings. While his young family lived in the custodial suite of a strip motel in Palm Springs, CA, he
earned a mere $9 per hour at a blue-blood architecture firm.

Since then, Patel has designed a billion dollars of commercial buildings, luxury houses, master plan
communities, interior designs, landscapes, furniture and sculptures under his own brand, the Rancho
Mirage, CA-based Patel Architecture. Patel’s signature style — “like sculptures that grow out of the earth,”
he suggested — has attracted clients like Goldie Hawn and Kurt Russell, as well as national media aftention
from magazines like the Robb Report, which has featured two of Patel’s luxury houses on its cover. In
2009, Parel received the LEED Silver Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council for the Henderson
Community Building in Palim Desert, Califomnia, the first for an architecturally significant building in the entfire
Palm Springs Region.

His newest design is a 25-storey luxury hotel in Guangzhou, China that totals half-a-million square feet but
leaves a carbon foot-print of next to nothing (the term of art in green architecture, “net zero” means that
the complex generates more than 50 percent of the energy it consumes on-site). “China hires the best
professionals in the world, decides what's the best for the country and then just does it proactively,” said
Patel. “This is why China is more rapidly progressive than we are in the United States, which is stagnating
under the inertia of procedure, lawyers and a furn-of-the-century banking system.”

Just as the universe is inexorably expanding so is Patel’s design atmosphere: *I now want to do exhibition
venues, museums and civic spaces where a large amount of people can experience inspirational spaces.”

When he is not hand-sketching his next vision in Da Vinci-like code, Patel’s personal hobby is slicing open
geodesic rocks from Brazil which he plans to use in a re-imagining of flooring. Patel’s play-doh is now
crystals, no longer the cotton-field mud from his homeland of Gujarat. From that deep earth he went for
the sky, and today, is drawing a rare air into his lungs. The rest of us feel like we're in heaven when we step
info an environment into which he has breathed his life force.
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