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REFACE

The Attraction to the Memory of Tan Kah Kee(Chen Jiageng), one of the one hundred bases for patriotic education in China,
a 4-A class tourist spot, consists of the Turtle Garden, Kah Kee Park, Mr. Tan Kah Kee's Residence, the Returning Hall, the
Returning Garden and Tan Kah Kee Memorial Museum under construction.

Tan Kah Kee, a noted leader of patriotic overseas Chinese, was highly praised by Chairman Mao Zedong as "the banner of
overseas Chinese and the glory of the nation" for his patriotism and total devotion to education, and his numerous achievements
in his social and political activities. On March 11, 1990, a minor planet, numbered 2963, was named Tan Kah Kee Star by the
International Minor Planet Naming Organization, which is regarded as the pride for Asia as well as China.

Mr. Tan, good at learning with good foresight, realized the importance of science and civilization from his personal experiences
in Singapore. In addition to setting up educational institutions, he disseminated ideas about hygiene and health, and advocated
new customs and habits to replace the old, which he believed to be progressive in social civilization. He spent his last ten years
in building the Turtle Garden, a stone-carved "encyclopedia” intended for the students and local people to learn in amusement
about natural science, culture, arts, politics, economy etc., so that they will have a better understanding of the world and the
value of life, which is also the purpose of his devotion of all his fortune to education. The Garden is the expression of Mr. Tan's
spiritual world, his strong sense of responsibility for society and the future of the Chinese nation.

The costly 666 stone carvings by famous Hui'an craftsmen are considered the most ornate and the greatest.gollection of
the kind in China. The carvings, from figures, creatures to landscapes, are all vivid and expressive in national style with local
characteristics. Among them the hollow engravings (loudiao) involve extraordinary skills to produce and add great artistic value
to the garden.

Mr. Tan's residence is where he lived and worked in his later time. The few possessions there remind people of the frugal
life and his aspiration for modernizing China. The Returning Hall manifests Mr. Tan's typical Chinese home-bound feelings that
any emigrant, wherever he goes, however long he has been away, should finally return to his hometown, as a fallen leaf down to
the root. By building the hall, Mr. Tan virtually called on the Chinese emigrants to come back to their motherland.

Everything in the attraction demonstrates Mr. Tan's patriotism. The extensive contents and profound implications deserve
careful appreciation. The publication of this picture album the Attraction to the Memory of Tan Kah Kee is intended to provide
you with some knowledge about Tan Kah Kee and offer some guidance to your tour to experience and appreciate Southern Fujian

culture, folk arts and Kah Kee Spirits.
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ln the sky there is a star named Tan Kah Kee; on the coast of Xiamen there is a scenic spot, the Attraction to the Memory of Tan Kah Kee.
Every day thousands upon thousands of visitors travel all the way to see and feel the legend there.

Jimei was formerly a small fishing village. It was Tan Kah Kee who transformed it into a tourist attraction. Tan, a simple man from South Fujian,
like many others, went overseas to Singapore. There he started business, ran education and participated in social activities,establishing himself as a
brilliant model for overseas Chinese by his astonishing achievements.

Tan Kah Kee was born in 1874 in Jimei, a poverty-stricken fishing village. As a small boy, he went shell-fishing and did farm work. At the age of
9, he went to a private school where he was taught Chinese classics and received traditional moral education. Tan's mother was a kind and generous
woman who once contributed all her savings, 400 silver dollars, to settle a conflict between clans, and so enjoyed great prestige in the village. His
mother's deeds helped to cultivate Mr. Tan's sense of responsibility for the community.

In 1890, the 17-year-old Tan Kah Kee said good-bye to his mother and his 2-year-old brother to join his father in Singapore. That was the beginning
of his business career, and his first appearance in industrial circle. :

In Singapore, Tan Kah Kee worked in his father's rice shop as an apprentice. In the 13 years between 1890 and 1903, he returned home three
times. When he saw that half the people in his home town had either died or emigrated as a result of plague, famine and clan-fighting, his desire to
do something for his kinsfolk rose.

In 1903 he went to Singapore again only to find that his father's business had gone bankrupt. In spite of the financial difficulties he faced, Tan
Kah Kee committed to pay the debts of 25,000 dollars his father had owed. That was something extraordinary as a son had no obligation to pay any
debt for the father according to the law in Singapore. After three years of independent management, Tan Kah Kee made a profit and paid the debts as
he had promised, which won him high reputation as a man worthy of trust. L

By 1909, Tan had made a profit of 73,000 dollars from his business in boiled rice, rubber and real estates and had a remaining sum of 45,000
dollars after making donations for public welfare.

At that time he joined the United Leage led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, to whom he later gave financial support when Dr. Sun was on his way to Nanjing
to assume office as interim president of the newly-born Chinese Republic. He also raised funds for Fujian Revolutionary Government. He entered the
leading circle of Chinese community in Singapore, directly participating in political activities.

From 1913 to 1931, Tan Kah Kee became an industrial giant with a wealth of tens of millions of dollars, making great contribution to the economy
of Singapore, and of Malaya in general. Meanwhile, he realized that education was the foundation of a nation and running school was the duty of a
citizen. He successively set up 10 schools in Jimei, established Xiamen University, and gave financial support to 78 primary and secondary schools in
20 counties and cities in Fujian Province. In Singapore, he raised funds and founded Nanyang Overseas Chinese Secondary School, and helped a
number of Chinese schools. In 1923, Tan Kah Kee became the chancellor of Ee Hoe Hean Club which he managed to turn into a socio-political base
for Nanyang overseas Chinese. In 1919 he was elected chairman of Hokkien Hui Kuan (Fujianese Association).

Honest, loving and generous, with keen eyes, Tan Kah Kee became an outstanding organizer; far-sighted, resolute and courageous, he turned
out to be a great success. Unlike many other wealthy people, Tan Kah Kee denied luxuries, and cherished the idea that money "made from society
should be returned to society". Therefore, he made donations and encouraged others to do the same for social welfare, chiefly for education. His

noble ideas and personality made him a great leader enjoying the support of the overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia.



In 1932, Tan Kah Kee became the leader of overseas Chinese community. But, affected by the Great Depression and attacked by imperialist
banking groups, his business, the world-famous Tan Kah Kee & co., had to be liquidated in 1934.

Frustration in enterprises did not reduce Tan Kah Kee's zeal to work for his motherland and community. In 1938, a year after the outbreak of Anti-
Japanese War, he organized the Federation of China Relief Funds of Southern Asia and was selected chairman. He successfully mobilized the overseas
Chinese in Southeast Asia and raised a substantial sum for China's war efforts. Tan Kah Kee did his utmost to persuade the Kuomintang (KMT, the
Nationalists) and the communists to unit to fight against Japanese aggression. On October 28, 1938, Tan Kah Kee sent a cable motion to the People's
Political Council of which he was a member. It read "to discuss making peace before the enemy has left our soil is treason”, dealing a heavy blow to
the capitulationists headed by Wang Jingwei, chairman of PPC. Zou Taofen, a noted political commentator, highly spoke of it as "the greatest motion
ever known in China and even in the whole world." Tan Kah Kee led the Nanyang overseas Chinese in making great efforts for the salvation of China,
which has gone down into history as a great event.

In 1940, Tan Kah Kee personally took the Comfort Mission to China, visiting Chongqing, Yan'an and other places. In the KMT-ruled areas, he
saw corruption, slackness in war efforts and the sufferings of the people, while in Yan'an, what he saw was honest and upright politics, improvement
of administration and high spirits of the Army and the people. He was convinced that Mao Zedong was the savior of the Chinese nation, and his political
stand biased from the KMT government to the communists. That was the most significant turning point in his social activities, and has been proved to
be a far-sighted decision.

From 1942 to 1945, the time when the Japanese occupied Southeast Asia, Tan Kah Kee, then at his 70's, took refuge in Java, Indonesia. During
the 3 years and 8 months, he was ready to sacrifice his life for his motherland. Tan Kah Kee survived the war. The experience as a refugee toughened
him and his resolve to be involved in China's politics and to support the communists.

Tan Kah Kee was warmly welcomed back to Singapore by the overseas Chinese there after the Japanese surrendered in 1945. On Oct. 21, a
grand gathering sponsored by 500 organizations to celebrate Tan's safe return was held. The news of Tan's return thrilled the people in Chongqing
and a celebration meeting was held in Chongqing University on Nov.18 with Guo Moruo, Huang Yanpei, Liu Yazi, Tao Xingzhi, Shen Junru and other
celebrities present. Mao Zedong sent an inscription to the meeting aptly praising Tan as "the banner of overseas Chinese :nd the glory of the nation".

Tan spent his later years participating in governing and reconstructing China. He came to China to take part in the People's Political Consultative
Conference (PPCC) at the invitation of Chairman Mao Zedong. He settled down in Jimei in 1950. He successively held the positions of Vice-Chairman
of PPCC, committee member of the Central Government, member of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, chairman of the All-
China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, and others. He spared no effort to help develop China's rubber industry, reconstruct Fujian and
rebuild and expand Jimei Schools village and Xiamen University. What he bore in mind, even in his deathbed, was the return of Taiwan and the
reunification of China, and the development of Jimei. His will specifies that Jimei Schools should be kept on running and all his properties overseas
be donated to the Foundation of Jimei Schools, leaving not a penny for his descendants.

Tan Kah Kee passed away at 0:15 August 12, 1961, at the age of 88. He was accorded a state funeral. A solemn mourning service was held in
Beijing, the capital. Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and other top-ranking party and state leaders laid their wreaths and sent their condolences to his family.
Zhou Enlai, chairman of the mourning committee, was among his mourners.

Tan Kah Kee was the first to found a private university independently in China. He experienced several historical stages in modern China in his
life time. His destiny was closely connected with that of his motherland. His life is a great life of sacrifice, in which he devoted all his time and financial
resources to public life, particularly to education. The spirit of Tan Kah Kee, is a great spiritual asset shared by the nation and the whole world as well,

and will be passed down from generation to generation.
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Viewed from the sky, the Garden looks like a turtle swimming in the sea. It is a perfect combination of Mr. Tan Kah Kee's scientific ideas with folk
arts in a style unique to Southern Fujian architecture.

It was built on an islet, the site of a former temple called Turtle Temple which had been destroyed by Japanese gun fire in the Anti-Japanese War.
Mr. Tan spent his last 10 years in its construction. The garden covers an area of 10,000m>2, much of which was reclaimed from the shallow shore. The
layout presents a pattern similar to the Chinese character “@” . Apart from the stone carvings with themes covering history, politics, economy, culture,
education etc., there are carved couplets handwritten by famous Chinese calligraphists. It seems to be an encyclopedia, or a museum.

Our story of the Turtle Garden should begin with Mr. Tan's 9-month tour, from June 1949 to February 1950, of New China. In Guangji Museum of
Jinan, Shandong Province, he saw a large collection of sculptures advocating civilization and progress, hygiene and health. Inspired, Tan decided fo
build in Jimei a garden, larger in scale, more extensive in confents and higher in artistic standards, so that people can learn in fun—— “not only should
it be magnificent, but also be instructive” he said.

So he returned to Jimei for his large-scale construction plan in 1950, shortly after the session of the PPCC was over, despite Mao Zedong and Zhou
Enlai's request for his stay in Beijing. With ready designs and careful arrangements in mind, Mr. Tan decided that the Turtle Garden be the first fo start.

What Mr. Tan bore in mind was that since the founding of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921, the Party and the People's Army led by Mao Zedong
had gone through 8 years of “land revolution” and years of civil war and succeeded in founding a new China and liberating the 500 million people,
including the people in Jimei, and that was a fundamental change for the people and deserved everlasting memory. The best way for the purpose
was to build @ monument, he thought. As Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and Zhu De were his trusty friends he made during the Anfi-Japanese War, he would
ask Mao Zedong himself to write the name of the monument so that the people of Jimei will never forget the credits of Mao, the Party and the Army.
The monument should be the main part, surrounded with walls of ornate stone carvings providing an “encyclopedia” for people to see and learn
from. Mr. Tan described the garden as  “situated on a smallislet it is encyclopedic; rooted in the past it presents a new horizon.”

On the completion of the garden, he planned to build a park just opposite it for the townsfolk and students.

The project of the garden starfed on September 8, 1951 with a ceremony hosted by Mr. Tan himself and was mostly completed by 1961. His tomb
was added to the garden at the suggestion of a master worker who, when the monument was about to complete, accidentally found at the shore
near the construction site a huge rock auspicious for a grave yard. So the finishing fouches were not put to it until Mr. Tan died and rested there in
August, 1961. Unbelievably, Mr. Tan himself was the general designer and chief engineer of the whole project. He had the blue print in his mind, and
directed the construction with his walking stick.

The Turtle Garden resembling a bright ornamental badge stands in the front of Jimei.
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