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“Yf . #F, okay, AW T, 4F, okay, bye, okay, I know, #F, bye! Okay! Bye!” So
ended many, many afterschool phone conversations with my parents. My friends chuckled
fondly when I switched to this combination of Chinese and English to speak to my parents, a
combination that reflected my upbringing as an American — born ~ Chinese, or ABC.

I was recently struck by the relative dearth of Chinese — American literature that reflects
the upbringing 1 have had. It seems to me that most such categorized literature falls into two
camps: One, the immigrant—newly arrived in America, trying to reconcile the two vastly dif-
ferent Eastern and Western societies, and Two, the American—a second or third generation
Chinese - American, who has lost touch with Eastern culture entirely, and strives to gain it
back. There is always misunderstanding, whether between two generations, two cultures, or
two people with extraordinarily different backgrounds. Perhaps a well — adjusted life is boring
to write about, or perhaps the experiences I’ ve had as a Chinese — American are ones that
many adolescents but few adults share, or perhaps my upbringing has truly been a traditional-
ly unconventional one. Nevertheless, the realization of the scarcity of literature I can relate
to, as a Chinese - American teenager, surprised me.

I grew up in a cushioned cocoon of intellectuality. The child of a father who went to col-
lege at age fifteen and eventually moved an ocean away from his entire family to get his PhD
in the United States, and a mother who was one of a handful female computer science ma-
jors in a class of over thirty, | have spent my entire life listening to National Public Radio®,
watching “60 Minutes” on CBS?, and reading everything I ever laid eyes on. Our dinner con-
versations commonly involved discussions about the adventures of physicist Richard Feynma-
n®,the relative merits of philosopher Ayn Rand®, or the work of environmentalist Rachel
Carson®—not typical dinnertime small talk for most families.

That’ s not to say that my life was completely Americanized—my parents generally speak
in Chinese at home, though both are fluent in English, and I’ ve run the gauntlet of piano les-
sons and orchestra rehearsals, SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) stress and AP (Advanced
Placement) — heawy course load. 1’ ve attended the requisite Saturday morning Chinese
school, where the friends 1 made were just as, or even more important than all the Chinese
characters I copied (ten times each!) into the little printed handbook. But again, 1’ ve also
played basketball, been a drummer, and read Ayn Rand (of my own free will, to boot).

A lot of the diversity of my childhood originates from the open-mindedness of my par-
ents, something that transfers over to my future career goals. I’m proud to say that I have
never been pushed to be a doctor, a lawyer, a businesswoman, or anything I haven’t wanted
to be. My parents have supported me in any and all endeavors I’ ve undertaken, and any
(reasonable) future occupation 1 decide on, whether it be doctor or researcher, professor or
architect, 1 can count on them to be behind me one hundred percent. This chfidence thus
makes it easy for me to admit that, while I look to a career in biology, I do not anticipate a
career in medicine. What, you may ask, am I doing as a Chinese — American interested in bi-
ology without plans to become a doctor? It is not out of any desire to deliberately break
steredotypes or spite the generald Asian community; rather, I’ve always had an affinity for



