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1, How Windows Begar

(Words 126 Minutes:2, 5)

Before windows were used, old houses in Northern
Europe and Britain were very dark, Their great rcoms
were high, with only a hole in the roof to let out the
smoke from cooking fires. As time went on, peopie be-
gan to make the holes bigger in order to have more light
and air in their homes,

The first English window was just a small opening
in the wall, It was cut long, to let in as much light
as possible, and narrow (%) , to keep out the bad
weather, However, with the window cut long,more wind
than light would come in, This is why it was called
“the wind’s eye”, And the word“window”comes from two
ancient ({##%f) words for “wind” and “eye”.

Choose the best answer according to the passage,
1) A long time ago,old houses in Northern Europe had
A, only one door B. no rooms
C. no windows D.one window
2) The hole in the roof was used to____,
A, have light only B. let the smoke out
C. help people look D, let wind in

3) The first English window was .



A. a bigger hole in the roof B. Ilong and wide
C. an opening with glass D. long and narrow
4) With the window cut long, people got more light

in their houses and at the same time came in,

A, more wind B. more sunshine
C. less air D. a lot of rain
5) Now windows are used to .

A. make houses look more beautiful
B, let in more light and air

C. keep us warm

D. let in light and keep out the wind

2. Finding the Truth

(Words:237 Minutes:4.5)

The two teachers were sitting in the teachers’ roomnr
in silence(PJLERA1EZ). Then one of them, Miss Smith,
said, “I’m afraid I’d have to fail him (Z54hiEAR Z#E)1”

“Is he such a terrible student?” asked her friend
Mrs Baker, '

“That’s just the trouble;” the other woman answer-
ed, “Tom is my best student, The problem is that he’s
so lazy he never gets his work done, He hasn’/t handed
me a piece of homework for three weeks.?” 3

Mrs Baker had never seen Miss Smith lock so unhappy
before, “Have you talked with him about it?”she asked.

“Why should iI? He knows he has to prepare his



izsscas and do his homework. Y m:ade that very clear ths
first day for class,I don’t know what has happened,
When the course started he did so well that ¥ thought of
asking the school to give him a scholarship (¥224:) .
But he has changed. He even sleeps in class)”

“You should have a talk with him, Give him a
chance to tell his side of the story,”

Miss Smith spoke to Tom and learned all about it,
He was studying all day and working most of the night
in a factory to pay for his schooling. Of course he
was tired in class and sometimes fell asleep. Miss Smith
soon helped him get a scholarship and he was able te
give up his job and concentrate (fE¥§Jf1T) on his
studies,

Are the following statements True or False according to

the passage?

1) Miss Smith wanted to fail Tom because she didn’t
like him,

2) Tom was not really a terrible student,

3) At the beginning Tom was doing very well in Miss
Smith’s class.

4) Tom changed a lot because he lost his interest in
his lessons,

5) From the above passage, we get to know that Tom’s
family was poor.



8. What Did She Spend the Money for?

(Words:163 Minutes:3)

Mr Black gave his wife money every Friday even-
ing,but she always spent it before the next Wednesday,
so that for the next three days she had none.

Every Tuesday evening Mr Black asked her, “But
what did you spend all that money on?”and she always
answered, “I don’t know,”

One Friday Mr Black brought home a notebook and
a pencil and gave them to his wife with her money, “Now
look}” he said to her, “When you get money from me,
write it down on this page,and on the opposite page
(Jz 1) write down what happens to the money.”

When Mr Black came home the next Tuesday, his wife
came to him and showed him the book, ¢“I have done
what you told me,”she said happily.On one page she had
written, “Friday,28th June I got $18 from John” j;and
on the opposite, “Tuesday, 2nd July.I have spent it all,™

Choose the best answer according to the passage.
1) Mrs Black__ _how she had spent the money.

A. wanted to know B. knew quite well
C.had no idea D. often asked herself

2) By____evening there was no more money left for Mrs
Black,



A, Tuesday B. Wednesday
C. Thursday D, Friday
38) Mr Black told his wife to write down___on the
next pé.ge.
A. when she spent the money
B. where she spent the money
C. why she spent so much morey
D. what she bought with the money
4) __ Mrs Black began to write down how much her

husband had given ber,

A

C.

At the biginning of July B. By the end of June
On Friday morning D. Every weekend

5) In the end, Mr Black was sure .

A,

B.
C.
D. that his wife spent her money without much

that his wife had a habit of saving money
that most of the money had been spent on focd

about how the money had been spent

care or thought

4. A Clever Boy

(Word:126 Minutes:2)

Once three men bought seventeen oranges. The first

man wanted one half;the second one, one third (=4}

—);and the third, one ninth It was not passible to div-

ide those seventeen oranges as they wanted, Just as they

were in such a difficulty,a small boy came up with an

5



orange in his hand, The boy said, “Don’t werry about
that, Let me divide them for you.”

First of all,with his own orange added to them, he
made the number of oranges eighteen., Then he gave nine
to the first man, six to the second man and two to the
third man.He gave away seventeen in all and took his
own for himself, These men praised (FR%#¢) him together,
“What a clever boy)”

Are the following statements True or False according to

the passage?

1) The boy showed his cleverness by dividing the
oranges,

2) The small boy got an orange from the thres: men
after he had helred them divide the cranges.

3) 1In fact there were szventeen oranges when the boy
was dividing them,

4) The small boy offered(3=z}24) his help to the three
men,

5) The boy helped the three men to get their praise,

5. A Polite Notice

(Words:234 Minutes:4,5) .
Mr Brown lived in a house less than two miles
from his office, so he was able to drive home every day
for lunch, Every time he drove home at noon, he found

[



at the road outside his house cars were parked ({Eg#
i%) ,and there was no room for his own car.He had to
drive somewhere else to park his car., Then he had to
walk back home, This made him very angry.

He had put up a board (RK#g) , which said; “Nc
Parking?”, in the garden facing the road, but nobody seemed
to take any notice of it, People obeyed a police notice,
but not a private (FA AfJ) one. There were no parked
cars where there was a blue board with white letters on
it,

Police Notice
No Parking

Mrs Brown suggested (gt{y) that he steal a police
notice, He dared not,being afraid of going to prison.She
then suggested that he make one just like a police no-
tice. He said he was not the police and couldn’t use the
word “police”, He decided to find a way out.

Several days later, Mr Brown made a blue board
with white letters,

Polite Notice.
No Parking

“Ohy”Mrs Brown said. “But you told me you weren’t
going to use the word ‘police”, That’s exactly like a
police notice ”

“Is ite”he asked, “Look again,”

She started to laugh, “You are really clever.”



Choose the best answer according to the passage,

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Mr Brown’s office was his house,

A,
B.
C.
D.

close to
far from
half an hour’s drive from

less than two kilometres from

The thing that made Mr Brown angry was that .

A,
B.

C.

D.

he saw many cars outside his house

he could find only a small place to park his car
outside his house

he could not find a place to park his car outside
his house

he had to drive away from his house

People the notice “No Parking” which Mr Brown

had put up.

A,
C.

obeyed B. did not obey
took some notice of D. didn’t see

Mr Brown made a.blue board with white letters

which .

A,
B.
C.
D.

was the same as a police notice

was quite different from a police notice
was different in colour from a police notice
locked like a police notice

We can infer (3fjl]) that after Mr Browr put up
the blue board,

A,

not many cars werc parked outside his hcuse



B. some people still parked their cars outside his
house

‘C. he could find room to park his car. outside his
house

D. he still had to drive away from his house to

park his car

6. Always Taking, Never Giving

(Words:205 Minutes:4)

Peter wondered why he didn’t have many friends,
The reason was he was always taking,never giving,

One day Peter told Bill, ¢“I’d like to give a party
on Saturday. I’d like you to come and bring Martha,
too.,”

“Thanks, Peter. We/d be happy to come.?”

“Perhaps you’d like to bring your violin. You and
Martha sing well together.I’m sure everyone will want
you to sing for us.” :

That was how Peter began to plan his party. Next
he asked another friend, Betty, to bring a cake., “You
make the best cake in the world, Betty,and I prefer( @&
%) to eat your cake than have one from the bakery.”

Peter invited several other friends to come to his
party. He did not forget to ask something from each
one of them, He even asked Jim and Mary Jackson to
let him give the party at their housejThey agreed,



