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Ancient Philosophy of China

Modern Culture of Japan

On issues concerning the formation and development of
modern culture in Japan,scholars have put stress on the promo-
tion of western culture. Different form classic doctrines, this the-
sis is concentrated on the active effects of the ancient phlosophy
of China on modern culture of Japan.

The whole thesis consists of four chapters ,including the in-
troduction,conclusion and one annex attached to it. In introduc-
tion, this author points out that the ancient philosophy of China,
through the contiéuous cumulation in Japanese history, has be-
come the integral part of traditional culture in Japan and is the
theoretical basis for Japan to accept foreign culture and create its
new culture . In Chapter One ,the author analyses how Nishia-
mane, who is the father of Japanese modern philosophy, intro-
duced modern western philosophy and created the new sphere of
philosophy with ancient Chinese philosophy . The main content
of Chapter Two is that it is Chomin Nakae,a famous materalist
in modern Japan ,who reinterpreted the thought of ancient Chi-

nese philosophy and made it have new meaning at that time with
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modern western materialism and modern natural science. In
Chapter Three,the study is made on how Kitaro Nishida,a great-
est philosopher of modern Japan, combined the ancient Chinese
philosophy with modern western philosophy,establishing a great
philosophic system which both bore the charateristic of Eastren
culture and reached the world level. In Chapter Four and the An-
nex,the auhtor take the following scholarsas examples: Shibu-
sawa Eiichi(the father of enterprises inmodern Japan),Natsume
Soseke (the gisnt of literature in modern Japah) and Yukawa
Hideki (the first Nobel prize Winner in Japaniand a well—known
physicist). A further analysisis made on the promoting influences
of the ancient Chinese philosophy upon the culture of enterprise,
ideas of literature and methodology of natural science in modern
Japan. In Concluding Remarks,a special emphasis is placed on
that Ythe ancient Chinese philosophy is not only the dynamic ele-
ment of modern culture in Japan,but also one of the sources of

contemporary culture in this country.
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