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Roman Britain
Chapter I

=
B %R (55BC~AD410 )

Roman Britain was the part of the island of Great
Britain controlled by the Roman Empire between BC 55
and about 410. The Romans referred to their territorym
as Britannia, and it eventually consisted of all of the island

south of the shifting frontier with Caledonia. Prior to the

Roman invasion, Iron Age Britain already had cultural

and economic links with Continental Europe, but the

invaders introduced new developments in agrlculturem

[3] [4]

urbanization ‘”’, industry and architecture'”’, leaving a

legacy that is still apparent today.
ZOAFIMAREFEN —HL, £ATLHOSFEE
KAAI0EMEL TEZLFEEZHAZT. FEFEXTKA
FH G WA T XHRE A A F BT (Britannia) , &
KEYES5E R % R T (Caledonia) ® ¥ FAHE W T A &
b, BHNRBZH, hBHRGAICEERMNARAT

= i e e e RN e VI T i i i i

1. territory n. 4Rt AR 2. agriculture n. Rk
3. urbanization n. 3% ¥4, W4k 4. architecture n. s 515, & 5,

(0TYQY~D9SG ) ahSvdrE i | W

—
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HNAERL, MEHTA, ThBEHLEFT

1. History SR &R

@ Early Contact

The first direct Roman contact came when the Roman general and

(51 Julius Caesar, made two expeditions '®! to Britain

future dictator
in 55 and 54 BC as an offshoot of his conquest of Gaul, believing the
Britons had been helping the Gallic resistance. The first expedition, more a
reconnaissance than a full invasion, gained a foothold on the coast of Kent
but, undermined by storm damage to the ships and a lack of cavalry !,

was unable to advance further.

o BB

FEATCHISOEfbAE, AT REFW—HD, FLEFRRRN
MEFYBRFRTAEEE, EHIRANFEBAFGE KR T F Lt
K, XRREFLERENE KM, F-RTEHHERE-—RZEWNH
K, Ao E—KREENE, FLARAEEHANERX EERT MR,
EEXA#RETFAENEZEMHIKENTR, RARBH-—FH
o

@ Second Contact

In his second invasion, Caesar took with him a substantially larger

o i i e ) A S S o —-——f\\‘&i*’?f)f*— ot st i e S & SRS BRARIAS

5. dictator n. . H 6. expeditions n. iZ4E; K% (expeditionty £ 4 )
7.cavalryn. B &; K7 &



Roman Britain
Chapter |
force and proceeded to coerce or invite many of the

native Celtic tribes to pay tribute and give hostages '®! in

return for peace. A friendly local king, Mandubracius, was

installed, and his rival, Cassivellaunus, was brought to
terms. Hostages were taken, but historians disagree over
whether the tribute '°’ agreed was paid by the Britons after

Caesar's return to Gaul with his forces.

o 85 U

EEZRNGRHE, HEEASSNEEFSE, #
T 281 24 3 YL /R 4 30 9K B R 3 4 T AR bk AR DL #R B
P, MG H R YHHEE, it FFEE
EHAWEE, ERBRARWABF L, EHEFK
RYBEAENER G2 EEEARTHR S E
WA RABRE—KNE L.

@ The Final Relationship

Caesar had conquered no territory and had left behind
no troops ! '°!, but had established clients on the island
and had brought Britain into Rome's sphere of political

influence. Augustus planned invasions in 34, 27 and 25

BC, but circumstances were never favorable, and the
relationship between Britain and Rome settled into one of

[11]

diplomacy and trade.

e BT e s —v‘—-——'xc\"@*?ry‘- s s e

8. hostage n. AJf; &A7 %
9. tribute n. W4; 4Rid
10. troop n. FFA

(0TYAV~I9GS ) Ti-SpdrWe i | 8

11. diplomacy n. #h%

w



IR A E T LR, CRAELUMTTER, EEY LR THTEH
BRZGHREXAFETHE, By HAEMNTHIL, 27F254 4 ¢ £t
RNENREE, EHANRARE LFOHY, RE, XEMF L2 EKX
REEANRFHAZHR R

@All Roads Lead to Roman

During their occupation of Britain, the Romans built an extensive
network of roads which continued to be used in later centuries and many
are still followed today. The Romans also built water supply, sanitation and
sewage systems. Many of Britain's major cities, such as London (Londinium),
Manchester (Mamucium) and York (Eburacum), were founded by the

Romans. The Romans made good use of Britain's natural resources, mining

[13] [14]

lead !"?!, iron and tin and manufacturing pottery !"®!. They built
baths, temples, amphitheatres and beautiful villas.

The Romans remained in control of Britain for nearly 400 years and
Britain became part of a vast suphisticate ! *! Roman Empire all around the
Mediterranean , the Roman impact upon the Britons was surprisingly limited.
The Romans always treated the Britons as a subject people of slave [17]
class. Never during the 4 centuries did the Romans and Britons intermarry.
The Romans had no impact on the language or culture of ordinary Britons.
However, other invasions of far less sophisticated '®! peoples *°! had far

greater cultural impact upon Britain.

e _N\&WW e

12.lead n. 45 13.iron n. &-F; Bi3%; K4k 14.tin n. 4

15. pottery n. 9 & 16. supphisticate 17. slave n. #3E
18. sophisticated adj. X Z## 8y MWy, L0

19. peoples n. K.k
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eRFEHRELS D

EELEAFFIEME, FPHARLT —MEKX
W ARG, HE AR EEA. AHEGRT 3
XEG., LAERGFFARE RS, FHBMHRES KR
W, W%, BVSBRFARENRET T AGRN, B
LR RTHEW KRR, FRE. %7 0HT,
FAEFEWE, WNEBERETRY. BF. BEXEAVET
Fo iR S WA B

B0 A G R 5| WK EA004E, 5 W A M E
BHEAEBELRATHEDLFEN—Ho2. EL4A
BEWREFLAXTAMAVNY WHR N AR, XxH
HELAETINFA S HERFIREER KA, X
4004 %, BHANTFFFMARLE. FHALAKY
W ATF AN BT, ERELM-BENESE
WA TR N R AT R B I XM H ERTES

2. Julius Caesar =5 Hr gl

102/100 BCE: Gaius Julius Caesar was born (by
Caesarean section according to an unlikely legend) of
Aurelia and Gaius Julius Caesar, a praetor. His family had
noble, patrician'®! roots, although they were neither rich
nor influential in this period. His aunt Julia was the wife of
Gaius Marius, leader of the popular faction.

85 BCE: His father died, and a few years later he was

betrothed 2"’ and possibly married to a wealthy young

R e i e e e NG P e G B NS SEREREmSE =

20. patrician adj. %##9; 2% n. F*%; HE AN, KMER

s

drs s Lot GABTENE S
| 3 Azl Uulaueant wassre

(A

) B

(0TPAY~09SS ) ahSrdmE i |

(¢}



woman, Cossutia. This betrothal marriage was soon broken off, and at age
18 he married Cornelia, the daughter of a prominent member of the popular
faction; she later bore him his only legitimate child, a daughter, Julia. When
the optimate dictator, Sulla, was in power, he ordered Caesar to divorce her;
when Caesar refused, Sulla proscribed '?! him (listed him among those to
be executed), and Caesar went into hiding. Caesar's influential friends and
relatives eventually got him a pardon %!

ATCRI102F Z| 10040 : F 58 - I AT R R EF T BB Z ML
BHILTF. REMNRKERTER, hREX -—HBEARANGPH, Hi
MPAARAME D . REEBATEZAHZLH - T EHWET.

ATCHIBE: EMRFLEHILERE, M - MHRNERLTEE,
EXEAHREFLARERT . EREMISTHMBET —IMERNLIL
WARBEHNE, WRBAME TE WL FL—L LR, BMHH
AR URE, TAUMAKRE, BWUMEL, FHAFT AR (£
FIERMZF]) , P RERBAE K, REZ YA 0 A 090K R
AR UB

AP E IO 7 M AIE 43—k, AUk, R, SR
A T Ath EP S B R A28 B3 Tt 53R B3 S Se AT MRS AR R T o

3. Holy Bible and Christian { Z£&) SEBHHI™~4%

[24]

The Romans brought the new religion , Christianity, to Britain.
This came at first by indirect!?*! means, probably brought by traders and
soldiers, and was quite well-established before the first Christian Emperor,

Constantine, was proclaimed in AD306.

S A G S M ] i S e i —f&\“@*ﬁ/%— R R R SRS e e s et e

21. betroth vt. 53T % 22. proscribe vt. #| 4ot ML Fak
23.pardon n. Ri%; THe; ML vt RIF; ML TR
24. religion n. F#AZ1P 25. indirect adj. 8449



