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‘ The legend of Jeans -
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SXRHE) “jeans”,

Jeans are trousers made from denim. Jeans, originally
designed for work, became popular among teenagers start-
ing in the 1950s. Historic brands include Levi's, Lee and
Wrangler. Jeans come in various types, for example, skinny
jeans, boot cut, or flare.

The word “jeans” comes from the French phrase bleu de
Génes, literally the blue of Genoa. Jeans fabric, or denim, o-

Mindependently in two places. the French town of

-




Nimes, from which “denim” (de Nimes) gets its name; and -

in India, where trousers made of denim material were worn by \
the sailors of Dhunga, which came to be known as dunga-

rees. The advent (3, # 3k ) of American style denim o-
ver-alls introduced a new era for this fast-growing textile in-
dustry. Randy Bister, a potato farmer from South Carolina,
was the first to utilize “over-alls” as farm attire.

At the same time, denim trousers were made in Chieri, a
town near Turin ( ltaly), during the Renaissance, and were
popularised in the 19th century. These trousers were sold
through the harbour of Genoa, which was the capital of the in-
dependent Republic of Genoa which was long an important
naval and trading power. Early examples of trousers were
made for the Genoese Navy, which required all-purpose
pants for its sailors. They required pants that could be wet or
dry, the legs of which could be worn while swabbing the
deck. These were laundered by dragging them in nets be-
hind the ship hip, and the sea water and sun would gradually

2nyn) — YN jnjaojoD ayx
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bleach them to white. They were worn by Genoan sailors and

()

stevedores (ZH T ) in France.

Jeans are now a very popular form of casual dress a-
round the world, and have been so for decades. They come
in many styles and colors; however, “blue jeans” are partic-
ularly identified with American culture, especially the Ameri-
can Old West. Americans spent more than $14 bilion on
jeans in 2004 and spent 15 billion in 2005.
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Initially,, jeans were simply sturdy trousers worn by work-
ers, especially in the factories during World War Il. During
this period, men’'s jeans had the zipper down the front,
whereas women'’s jeans had the zipper down the right side.
By the 1960s, both men's and women'’s jeans had the zipper
down the front.

Jeans (known as dungarees [#8# T #£fR] by then),
along with light-blue stenciled cambric (4i#8#5) shirts, be-
came part of the official working uniform of the United States
Navy in the 20th century prior to being replaced by the cover-
alls, utilities and, more recently, the blue and gray digital-
camouflaged navy working uniform. This was to prevent other
more traditional uniforms from becoming soiled or torn in the
ship’s rugged working environment and thus leaving them for
wear during ceremonial occasions. They were first issued in
1901, and were originally straight-legged, but by the mid-
20th century the trousers became boot-cut style to permit
ventilation in the ship’s hotter working environments and also,
supposedly, to serve as an improvised life-preserver by re-
moving the jeans and tying the legs together. .

The same type of uniform consisting of jeans and cham-
bray tops was (and still is) issued as prison uniforms in some
correctional facilities mainly because of the durability ( fif A

__¥) and low-maintenance of denim which was deemed suit-




able for the rugged manual labor carried out by inmates. A
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popular example of the use of denim as prison wear can be
seen in the film Cool Hand Luke.

After James Dean popularized them in the movie Rebel
Without a Cause, wearing jeans by teenagers and young a-
dults became a symbol of youth rebellion during the 1950s.
Because of this, they were sometimes banned in theaters,
restaurants and schools.

During the sixties the wearing of jeans became more ac-
ceptable, and by the seventies it had become general fashion
in the United States, at least for casual wear.

Notably, in the mid-seventies the denim and textiles in-
dustry was revolutionized by the introduction of the stone-
washing technique by GWG ( Great Western Garment Co. ) .
Entrepreneur, importer, and noted eccentric Donald Freeland
of Edmonton, Alberta pioneered the method, which helped to
bring denim to a larger and more versatile market. Denim
suddenly became an attractive product for all age groups.
Acceptance of jeans continued through the eighties and nine-
ties to the point where jeans are now a wardrobe staple, with
the average North American owning seven pairs.

As imported American products, jeans were rather ex-
pensive, especially in the case of the Soviet Union which re-
stricted hard currency imports. In Spain they are known as
vaqueros ( “cowboys”) or tejanos ( “Texans”), in Danish

cowboybukser meaning “cowboy pants” and in Chinese ni-
uzaiku (SC. &41{7%, TC. 4{¥4#), literally, “cowbcy/gam,ts;_
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“(trousers ), indicating their association with the American

West, cowboy culture, and outdoors work. Similarly, the
Hungarian name for jeans is *“ farmer ” ( short for
“farmernadrdg”, meaning “farmer’s trousers”) .

Jeans can be worn loosely or snugly (#553#) . Historic
photographs indicate that in the decades before they became
a staple of fashion, jeans generally fit quite loosely, much like
a pair of bib overalls without the bib. Indeed, until 1960, Levi
Strauss denominated its flagship product “waist overalls”
rather than “jeans” .

BT, RRFENFFRIBRGFEIFRNTHR, X TX
AARBELABRLE, RRBANANKATE, B4, AXE
RMRTB—TNLANEZENFFERME, RE=KFFRE
Levi's, Lee. Wrangler,

Levi’s

Levi Strauss & Co. (LS&CO) is a privately held clothing
company known worldwide for its Levi's brand of denim
jeans. It was founded in 1853 when Levi Strauss came from
Buttenheim, Franconia ( Kingdom of Bavaria), to San Fran-
cisco, California to open a west coast branch of his brothers’
New York dry goods business. Although the company began
producing denim overalls in the 1870s, modern jeans were
not produced until the 1920s. The company briefly experi-
mented (in the 1970s) with employee ownership and a public
stock listing, but remains owned and controlled by descend-
ants and relatives of Levi Strauss’ four nephews.

Modern jeans began to appear in the 1920s, but sales
==



