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The New World

1 The First People That Arrived in the New World

x4 Bl #r kB G A

YRR RBA L TR ERP AL BIIEH - FIEA 1492 FIRMSORWRFATR
BR, #iK BRI RAETAREBINALE—~THHFFIHRES XA R Fq U5 X 9R BaESSEK
FEPREWER, HERBBRDAETEHALRXRLEITEERSGS T,

(o FMN 1776 5 (PABT) AAXBDER, REHHRRA200 35, BPEMN 1607 FE—
MAEBREFTRELZABHERLETILRIR, REHFRELARAARRXA0 F, BF, ZEH—
NMETFREBHXR SR~ PTG EZERLE, BRETHERELE~HRAXEE, “ETH/LE
—E R A%, AECELEBRRYSHAY “RoBIAE", —BRARRBLERERBELE
e El R, AE R ABENOG—DNRIRE A RIEIOERNE, BAEKS, &F, B
K, XICFTHARBHAMBERE, B, £33, TRI-ARLKESHIR, REXETFT
T,

SR LAt ERBARFASHR, AEBNFR—ITEF7ATHBREBE, RHNA—EFX
R 2ZA—RAEMHOAE XKL LOTVBR, R, XFFZ206HFR, ERMHARH
KL, FLHAARRLER, EEMAMKIEORTIRFFRFLE S LeOXILte XA, WE, LK
TR R/ LA REIFEIT, 5T MBIAPERZEFRIGEZS AL,

Scientists and history experts say the first people ever to come to the Western Hemisphere arrived
between 15,000 and 35, 000 years ago. They may have come in several different groups. No one is really
sure who they were or where they lived before. Experts say the best possible answer about where they came
from is northern Asia. Most experts believe they crossed to the Western Hemisphere from the part of Russia
now called Siberia. The first people came to the New World in a time of fierce cold. Much of the
Northern part of the world was covered in ice. Because of this, the oceans were hundreds of meters lower
than they are now. Scientists believe this made it possible to walk across the area that is now the
Bering Sea.

For a moment, let us follow a family group as it begins to cross the area that is now the Bering Sea.

The time is more than 20, 000 years ago.

The hunter watched the small group of animals. It had been several days since he had last killed an
animal for food. The hunter's family had not much left to eat. It was the responsibility of the men to
provide the food. Today they must get meat or their families would not survive. The fierce cold added to
the sharp hunger that the hunter felt. He was dressed from head to foot in heavy animal skins to protect
against the cold.

The hunter was several kilometers from the animals. The animals had moved slowly during the night

sy §

PHOAA M3N 303 U PAALLLY Jer(], 3jdoaq JSad UL

P

(3\,

g




toward the rising sun. They had been moving in this direction for several days. They were also looking
for food. The hunter knew there was not much for them to eat in this area. He knew the animals would
keep moving. The hunter's people had always followed animals for food. But they had never followed
them this far toward the rising sun. The hunter looked behind him. He could see the women and
children far behind. He picked up his weapon and moved forward.

Later, the men killed two animals. It was enough to feed all their people for perhaps two days. That
night as they cooked the meat, the hunter thought about turning back to the land behind them. The
hunter knew that area well. But the hunting had been poor for a long time. This was the first group of
animals they had been able to follow any length of time. It was not a large group of animals but there
were enough to follow. He decided that in the morning they could continue toward the rising sun. They

NIXIBREM

would stay with this herd of animals. He knew his family had little choice: Follow them and live; or go
back and perhaps die from a lack of food.

This is just a story. But it

could be true. Scientists believe
such hunters followed animals east GRE‘eMLAN[)i
o across what is now the Bering Sea. ’
* It is only about 80 kilometers from

Siberia to what is now the American

=5
4
vig

| ,w;:sc'onsm“
state of Alaska. FEighty kilometers GLACIER
* would not be a long trip for ancient
people following animal herds.
Scientists have done new genetic
, * tests on large populations of peaple.

They show that about 95 percent of

e all native peoples in the Western >
. . GULF OF
Hemisphere came from the same MEXICO AFLAR IS
OCEAN
family group. The scientists say this
* family may have crossed into the N\ CARIBEEAN SEA
west about 20,000 years ago. This
family group would have grown and i
4 divided during the next several 4
thousand years. Over time, the it ot \
y ) ’ Y OCEAN ! SOUTH AMERICA

would have spread out and explored
* most of the land that is North,

Central and South America.

Many of those early peoples

* stayed in the far northern parts of
the American continents. They were ot i e
already used to living in the extreme

* cold. They knew how to survive. :
Today members of a tribe called the Migration of Indians to the Americas

Yuit still live near the Bering Sea in
Alaska. Other tribes live in the Aretic Circles of northern Canada. These include several different tribes
of the Inuit. Many of these people of the far North still hunt wild animals for much of their food.

The early settlers in North America were not able to immediately travel south. Huge amounts of ice




stopped them. Experts believe the early settlers lived in the far north for about 2,000 years before they
began to move south. One expert says it could have taken only 500 years for the early Indians to settle all
of the Western Hemisphere from southern Canada to the end of South America.

Scientists say it is more likely that the movement took several thousand years. But in time these
people spread out over the Western Hemisphere. They became thousands of different tribes with many
languages, from the Inuit in the far north, to the Yahgan people near the end of South America. One
group was the Maya of Mexico. They learned to read and write their language and build huge stone
buildings that can still be seen today. The Inca of Peru also built stone buildings that are extremely
beautiful. Some Indians still live much the same as they always have. An example is the Bora tribe that
lives deep in the Amazon area of South America. Other native peoples settled across the land that weuld
later become the United States.

The earliest evidence of the existence of ancient Indians in North America was found in 1926. A
worker found the bones of an animal sticking out of the ground. The bones were much larger than normal.
Experts were called. The experts learned that the bones were from an animal that is no longer found in
North America. The experts also found the stone points of weapons that were used to kill this animal.
Since then experts have found many similar areas with animal bones and weapon points. The experts
believe most of these finds are between 10, 000 and 11, 500 years old.

The experts agree that these stone weapon points are very similar to weapons that have been found in
the far northern parts of Siberia. They say this helps prove the idea that the first settlers in North America
came from North Eastern Asia. Near the small town of Clovis in the western state of New Mexico, experts
found a new kind of stone weapon point. They named it the Clovis point. These points have been made
very sharp by cutting away some of the stone from the sides. Experts say this kind of stone point is only
found in America. The earliest ones were made about 11, 500 years ago. Experts say at the time, this kind
of stone point was the most modern weapon of its time. They were a great improvement over the older kind
of stone point.

Many of the larger animals that were hunted by the early Indians began to die off with the end of the
ice age. The Indians were forced to hunt smaller animals. In a period of several thousand years, the first
peoples moved and settled across the land that would become the United States. Some settled in the forest
land of the east, like the Iroquois. Some lived in the Southern desert like the Apache. Some settled in
the open country of middle America like the Lakota. And others settled in the American northwest like the
Nez Perce. These tribes and several hundred others had lived in the western part of the world many
thousands of years before the first Europeans arrived. Christopher Columbus landed on the island of San
Salvador in 1492. People in Europe did not know at that time that this land existed.

When Columbus landed, several million people lived in the area between the far north of North
America to the end of land in South America. These included large groups and small. Most had their own
culture, language and religion. Many were extremely fierce. Some were very peaceful. Some were
hunters. Others were farmers. Some built huge cities of stone. Others lived in simple homes made from
animal skins or wood from trees. Their ways of living would change forever when European explorers found

their land.
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Words, Expressions and Notes

Western Hemisphere 753k

Siberia n. TH{HF]IE

New World  #r kB, BDSEM. 35 55 5 B KRk
(0Ol World) #XTRY o

Bering Sea |54

fierce cold =3

sharp hunger EIZUHIYLIR

to follow any length of time ERE# M4 —Bimt{g]

Alaska n. B[HIERH0

genetic tests 85I,

over time [FfZEHTE]HIHERS

Yuit SEEETAM TR AEEZEE

Arctic Circles It
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Bora {HFIA, FBHEHEEWEERARE

Amazon area of South America T 3% W T3 i iR
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ice age yKTHYHH

Iroquois S EEA, BAEZEEARLRBXHNE
L
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Lakota FIRHEA, JEAEFE S E IV R b X K Ep
FELEAN, LB “HBA” (the Sioux)
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Christopher Columbus o5 B ML 3 - H 4 4H
(1451—1506) , BT 1492 42 R IHT KR 4 o

San Salvador  EZPFE/RRELEL S, FRAREEXME
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Questions for Comprehension and Discussion

1. When did the first people arrive in the New World?
2. Where did they come from and why did they come?

3. How long did it take for the first peoples to spread out over the Western Hemisphere?
4. What was the group of people that created their own language and built good stone buildings in the

land now called Mexico?

5. What can we learn from ancient stone weapon points that have been found in North America?



2 Early European Explorations
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The first Europeans arrived about 2, 000 years ago in the area now called North America. A Norse
explorer, Leif Erickson, sailed his boat from Greenland around the northeastern coast of the continent.
He returned home to Greenland to tell others about the new country. He called it “Vinland.” A few
settlements were created following his explorations. Experts digging in eastern Canada thirty years ago
found a village of houses just like those found in Greenland, Iceland, and Norway. But the Norsemen did
not develop any permanent settlements in North America.

About 1000, Europe was beginning a period of great change. One reason was the religious wars
known as the Crusades. These wars were efforts by Europeans who were mainly Roman Catholic
Christians. They wanted to force Muslims out of what is now the Middle East. The Crusades began at the
end of the 11th century. They continued for about 200 years. The presence of European armies in the
Middle East increased trade which was controlled by businessmen in Venice and other Italian city-states.
The businessmen were earning large profits by transporting and supplying the warring armies. When the
European crusaders returned home, they brought with them some new and useful products. The products
included spices, perfumes, silk cloth, steel products and drugs. Such products became highly valued all
over Europe. Increased trade resulted which led to the growth of towns. It also created a large number of

rich European businessmen. The FEuropean nations were growing. They developed armies and
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governments. These had to be paid for by taxes from the people. By the 15th century, European countries
were ready to explore new parts of the world.

The first explorers were the Portuguese. By 1400, they wanted to control the Eastern spice trade.
European businessmen did not want to continue paying Venetian and Arab traders for their costly spices.
They wanted to set up trade themselves. If they could sail to Asia directly for these products, the resulting
trade would bring huge profits. The leader of Portugal’s exploration efforts was Prince Henry, a son of King
John I. He was interested in sea travel and exploration. So he became known as Henry the Navigator.
Prince Henry brought experts to his country and studied the sciences involved in exploration. He built an
observatory to study the stars. Portuguese sea captains led their ships around the west coast of Africa
hoping to find a path to India and East Asia. They finally found the end of the African continent, the area
called the Cape of Good Hope.

It took the Portuguese only about 50 years to take control of the spice trade. They established trading
colonies in Africa, the Persian Gulf, India and China. Improvements in technology helped them succeed.
One improvement was a new kind of ship. It could sail more easily through ocean storms and winds. Other
inventions like the compass permitted them to sail out of sight of land. The Portuguese also armed their
ships with modern cannon. They used these weapons to battle Muslim and East Asian traders.

The other European nations would not permit Portugal to control this trade for long, however. Spain’s
Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand agreed to provide ships, crew and supplies for an exploration by an
Italian seaman, Christopher Columbus. Columbus thought the shortest way to reach the East was to sail
west across the Atlantic Ocean. He was right. But he also was wrong. He believed the world was much
smaller than it is. He did not imagine the existence of other lands and another huge ocean area between
Europe and East Asia.

Columbus and a crew of 88 men left Spain on August 3rd, 1492 in three ships. On October 12th,
they stood on land again on an island that Columbus named San Salvador. He explored it, and the nearby
islands of what is now known as Cuba and Hispaniola. He believed they were part of the coast of East
Asia, which was called the Indies. He called the people he found there Indians. Columbus left about forty
men on the island to build a fort from the wood of one of the ships. He returned to Spain with captured
natives, birds, plants, and gold. Columbus was considered a national hero when he reached Spain in
March, 1493.

Columbus returned across the Atlantic Ocean to the

Caribbean area five months later. This time, he had
many more men and all the animals and equipment
needed to start a colony on Hispaniola. He found that
the protective fort built by his men had been destroyed
by fire. Columbus did not find any of his men. Seven
months later, Columbus sent five ships back to Spain.
They carried Indians to be sold as slaves. Columbus also
sailed back to Spain leaving behind some settlers who
were not happy with conditions. Christopher Columbus
made another trip in i498, with six ships. This time he

saw the coast of South America. The settlers were so

unhappy with conditions in the new colony, Columbus
was sent back to Spain as a prisoner. Spain’s rulers
pardoned him. In 1502, Columbus made his final

Christopher Columbus



voyage to what some were calling the New World. He stayed on the island of Jamaica until he retumed
home in 1504.

During all of his trips, Columbus explored islands and waterways, searching for a passage to the
Indies. He never found it. He also did not find spices or great amounts of gold. Yet he always believed
that he had found the Indies. He refused to recognize that it was really a new world. Evidence of this was
all around him—strange plants that were not known in either Europe or Asia and a different people who did
not understand any language spoken in the East. Columbus’s voyages, however, opened up the New
World. Others later explored all of North America.

You may be wondering about the name of this new land. If Christopher Columbus was the first
European to attempt to settle the New World, why is it called “America”? The answer lies with the name of
an Italian explorer, Amerigo Vespucci. He visited the coast of South America in 1499. He wrote stories
about his experiences that were widely read in Europe. In 1507, a German mapmaker read Vespucci’s
stories. He decided that the writer had discovered the New World and suggested that it be called America
in his honor. So it was.

Spanish explorers sought to find gold and power in the New World. They also wanted to expand belief
in what they considered to be the true religion, Christianity. The first of these Spanish explorers was
Juan Ponce de Leon. He landed on North America in 1513. He explored the eastern coast of what is now
the southern state of Florida. He was searching for a special kind of water that people in Europe believed
existed. They believed that this water could make old people young again. Ponce de Leén never found it.

Also in 1513, Vasco Niiiez de Balboa crossed the Isthmus of Panama and reached the Pacific
Ocean. In 1519, Herndn Cortés landed an army in Mexico and destroyed the Empire of the Aztec
Indians. That same year Ferdinand Magellan began his three-year voyage around the world. And in the
1530s, Francisco Pizarro destroyed the Inca Indian Empire in Peru.

Ten years later, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado had marched as far north as the Central American
state of Kansas and west to the Grand Canyon. About the same time, Hernan de Soto reached the
Mississippi River. Fifty years after Columbus first landed in San Salvador, Spain claimed a huge area of
America. The riches of these new lands made Spain the greatest power in Europe. But other nations
refused to accept Spain’s claim to rights in the New World. Explorers from England, France and Holland

also were traveling to North America.

Words, Expressions and Notes

Norse . HAHTHAMNAET AL Venetian a. BUBHTAY
Greenland n. (%) BEXS Arab a BRIEH
settlement n. JEEHL ’ observatory n. K&
Norseman n. PFrACHTHIBUGYAE T A ( X Fx “JLERE Cape of Good Hope 13
B Persian Gulf JH7 5
Crusades +FZEKRIE compass n. B, HEEE
Roman Catholic Christians % & X £ # 5 cannon n. K8
Muslims n. BUTHk, FHE2#ERE Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand NN L E 5
Venice n. gREHT HEPapEET, ~ALRRREIT, BH
city-states n. I B BB AR RIS R -
warring a. 35BH Cuba n. HE
Portuguese n. HEIF A Hispaniola n. FETHBARRS, NEWS (Haii),
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PEFHL T F MG EE RS 8,

Indies n. HREIERES

Caribbean a. fTEhHEE)

Jamaica n. FELN

Amerigo Vespucei [ EFE - HHE & (1454—
1512), BARABAMAEER, HIAFRABHK
TG 3 LA T A5 s b A R T N BT — B 4 T R B K i o

Christianity ». FE#

Juan Ponce de Leon JPESE - R (1460—1521),
FHT R R, WERERE L.

Florida T HX (REML)

Vasco Nifiez de Balboa FHF#El - B8 - BERE
(1475—1519) , HIHFHERK

Isthmus of Panama € 5 ik

Herndn Cortés #/R7E - BHFHT (1485—1547), 7§
BRI, 1521 ERERAIE R BV B P25 5 5L

#HE (the Aztec Empire) ,

Ferdinand Magellan Zfilipg 8 - E ¥ & (1480—
1521), MBAMMER, 1519 FRFEHFHAE
HIRFFBRRAIT -

Francisco Pizarro BB HTEL - EEF (14757 —
1541), FEHFERK, ERBEEHMFE, K
By g

Francisco Visquez de Coronado FEBEATHETRL - R
- BRME (1510—1554), TP IFAEIR
#, AXERHERBEXERNE - META

Grand Canyon X%y, HIRIBHZWRE, TR
B R AN TEAGEE, R B AW,

Hernan de Soto  #/RF - 18 - B (K4 149%6—
1542), AHEFHRE, F-MRAHHAE LT
EIRR I A

Questions for Comprehension and Discussion

1. What were the major results of the Crusades—the religious wars between Roman Catholic Christians

and the Muslims?

2. Who were the first to explore new parts of the world in the 16th century?
3.Why was Christopher Colurnbus both right and wrong when he planned to sail across the Atlantic

Ocean to reach the East?

4. Why did Columbus call the native people he found in the New World “Indians”?

5. Why was the New World named “America”?



