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Words from the Publisher

Music composition is the premier source of the music art and the primary start of all music activities.
The publication of original works of various categories occupies the leading position throughout the
world history of music publishing for hundreds of years.Ever since its foundation in 1954 ,People’s
Music Publishing House has published a considerable amount of music works,including abundant
works from Chinese composers,which embody its sense of mission to develop the national culture

and its efforts to promote music creation.

Since 1980s,the composition in China has witnessed a rapid progress.Groups of accomplished
composers and their colorful works sprang up to retain a profound and far—reaching influence upon
the development of Chinese music.For the purpose of reflecting such developments and
achievements,People’s Music Publishing House edits and publishes the continuous series of The
Repertory of Chinese Contemporary Composers ,which covers outstanding professional works of

instrumental and vocal music.

Among the symphonic and orchestral (including Chinese traditional orchestral) works composed
since 1920s,a wealth of works has gradually been accumulated which possess the manner of China
and the spirit of the time,and gain a foothold for Chinese music on the world symphonic stage.The
symphonic volumes of The Repertory try to reveal the most representative works and successful
explorations among the grand music compositions.We sincerely hope that for this project of national
culture, professional musicians and our soci—ety will,as always,provide precious supports which we

all deeply appreciate.
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Xia Liang was born in Yunnan Province, China in 1953. He was admitted into Shanghai Conservato—
ry of Music in 1978. Taught by distinguished professors like Ding Shande, Wang Jianzhong and
Chen Mingzhi, he was conferred a bachelor degree as well as a master degree. Upon graduation, he
taught in Shanghai Conservatory of Music. In 1991, he was awarded scholarship to further his studies
of the theories of music composing in the US. Upon finishing his doctorate course in 1995, he was
appointed as a lecturer in Hong Kong. Xia is currently a professor at the Art College of Shanghai

East Normal University.

Xia’s graduation composition Fantasia Concerto was awarded the first prize in All-China Composi—
tion Contest. The Tokyo premiere of the piece performed by world—renowned violinist Lin Chaoliang
was a tremendous success. Afterwards, he composed numerous excellent pieces, including Scenes
from Xishuangbanna, Bassoon Concerto No. 1, The Dance of Two Flutes, Remote Mountains and
Ode to China. They have been highly praised and have won prizes in many important nationwide and
foreign composition competitions. Xia has been commissioned as a composer by many prestigious mu—
sic institutions, influential music events and acclaimed musicians including The American Fine Arts
Committee of Minnesota, Dallas Youth Orchestra, Central Philharmonic Orchestra, Shanghai Musi—
cian Association, Hong Kong Arts Festival adnTaiwan Music Festival. He has also been invited to

compose the music for movies and TV series.
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Allegro J = 145
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« MRS A S K HICIHC 1% . These parts are notated in C.
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