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Unit

From Beijing to Shanghai, then to San Francisco and New York—a flight around half the
globe takes only a little more than twenty hours. It is my first air trip across the Pacific and
the speed makes me feel that America is no longer the faraway land of the 1940s but a
neighbour just next door.

Two hours after leaving Beijing, we land at Shanghai, China’s largest metropolis, where
passports are examined and exit formalities completed. Then we are soon over the high seas.
Again and again I intrude into the space of my seatmate, trying to get a glimpse of the ocean.
But I am disappointed to see only floating clouds. When the clouds disperse, the sea looks
more like a yellow-gray desert, dull and motionless.

It is nothing like my ocean voyage in 1947, which I still remember distinctly and fondly.
During that trip I spent almost all the daytime on deck. The splendid sunrise and sunset, the
sun a huge fireball emerging from or submerging in the distant seas, turning the vast expanse
of water and sky golden-red, could never be matched by any master artist’s painting.
Sometimes I saw flying fish darting out of the water, and floating things as big as a round
table but of irregular shape. Old-timers told me they were jellyfish, a Chinese delicacy often
served as a cold dish. It took seventeen days of both light and heavy pitching of the ship (the
seas were rough at times) to reach San Francisco from Shanghai, and for a few days after
landing I still felt my feet unsteady. New York, then as now, was still forty-five hundred
kilometers away. It took several more days to get there by transcontinental train and more
than a week by bus. There was air service in 1947, but it was uncomfortable, much slower
and more risky than it is now and the fare was prohibitively high.

Nonetheless the speed of the sea and land travel amazed me even then, for I had learned
from a history book that 101 years ago, in 1848, a sturdy and exceptionally lucky American
created a memorable record by making the transcontinental trip in 109 days in a covered
wagon typical of the days of westward expansion.

In China of the 1940s, to go from the eastern seaboard to the westernmost plateau would
have taken almost a whole year including the travel by slow boat through the harzardous
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Yangtze-River Gorges and still slower rides on yakback.

But now I am making the seventeen-day trip in about seventeen hours, and another five-
hour flight will take me from San Francisco to New York. Even if I had begun this trip in
Lhasa, in western China’s Tibet, it would take no more than a week to get to New York.

The world is shrinking and becoming a “global village”, and the economic, political and
psychological effects are deep and far-reaching: It drives home the truth that all must learn
to live, understand, and cooperate with one another. And this is doubly true for China and
America, two of the biggest “households” in the global village.

Chatting about my sea voyage with an American on the plane, I learn that there are
still passenger ships plying the Pacific, but they are luxury liners operated mostly by the
Nordic countries for people who have the time and money to take deluxe tours to the

“exotic” Orient.

Werd List
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shrink [[rink] v K%, B RS

faraway [farowei] a  BREK, TEH

metropolis [mitropalis] 7. AT, K#HS, FOWE

passport ['pa:spo:t] n H#HK

formality (formeliti] n  #WEHRN, (FRE) ERXF4, AF
intrude [in'tru:d] v BA, BA, T#

seatmate ['si:tmeit] n (%F. M. WE) AEA

floating ['floutin] a  FERE, (RT%) #F3hd, R
disperse [dis'pa:s] V. wA, W, #B#

motionless  ['moufonlis] a.  Rah#y, LK

voyage [void3] n ¥, ME, BT

distinctly [distinktli] ad. FH#H, ER

fondly ['fondli] ad. EEZH, KEH, FEH

deck [dek) n.  BR, HE

splendid ['splendid] a.  EHAEH, WH

sunrise ['sanraiz] n. B

sunset ['sanset] n. H¥%

fireball ["faiobo:I] n. kK, KE

emerge" [i'ma:d3) v. #I, BH, B

submerge [sabmoidz] v.  ®¥&, BAKF, BAAH

expanse likspaens]  n. SR (WXE), A&, Az, BX
irregular [i'regju:lo] a.  AHANE, THEY, TEXY, 22
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old-timer [‘ouldtaima] n. EF, BREUA, EUE

jellyfish ['dzelifif] n. k&, BE

delicacy ['delikosi] n. KEHEY, HE, BRI

pitching ['pit[ig] n. (HER#) LTH ﬁ s Qg

transcontinental [trenz kontinentl) a. HEAMFH

fare  [fes] n. E®, BR

prohibitively [pro‘hibitivli] ad. THE FH, FALTHASH

nonetheless  [nando'les] ad. %, Fit

amaze [o'meiz] v. FEEE, #FIEE

sturdy ['sta:di] a. GREW, WMHH, BEH

exceptionally [ik'sepJonoli] ad. B4, B4, Bk

memorable  ['memorabl] a. HBETEH, EELAH, XYW

record ['reka:d] n. WX, iL¥, BF

wagon ['wzegon] n. WRERDLERSE, B/%E, MMF
BERE

westward ['westwad] a. HHH

expansion [iks'penfon] n. %I, ME, VK, Bk, ¥X

seaboard ['si:bo:d] n. HWHEL, BE, FEHK

westernmost  ['westanmoust] a. BBEH

gorge [go:d3] n. bk, BEA

yakback [jekbak] n. ®B4+E

flight [flait] no W, WIT, R

global  [gloubal] a.  RWHh, MRy, 2%E, R

far-reaching  [‘fa:ri:tfin] a. WREW, JTEH

doubly ['dAbli] ad. K4EH, XEH

household ['haushould] n KE, F

chat [tfeet] v. W%, X, FEXIMNRE

ply [plai} v. (%) kET, 2ET

liner ['laina] n.  PEME, BEAL

operate ['oporeit] v. B4, 3%, 2%, BTFR

Nordic ['no:dik] a. KEHFERKW

deluxe [do'luks] a.  RBH, T4, £EH, BAH

exotic  [igzotik] a. REREH, FRY

Phrases and Expressions

to intrude into BATHN
to emmerge from (AAH, Hea%) BB, B3
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to submerge in P2

to drive . . . home G-, B4e-
pper Names
Lhasa [la:sa] I E
the Orient ['3i: 'o:riont] ¥, mE, HPBENEHER
Notes

1 . high seas: A%

high# “BA ", “KFUE" WEE, 2. high wind KK, high sea 7 i 7
WHEE, X7 AR M, —REZELKMA, H highseas, N ERNE
R E R BT DA R ‘

. the space of my seatmate: .5 % A5 45 iy B fir

EEEREY, space FH I KHL., R, KERBEHEL, E4, FULE, .
Luckily, there was an extra space on the plane. %, X#L LA H—ME R B,

He didn’t buy space on that ship. 3% % 37 # & A 89 48,

Can you make space round the table for two extra guests? /4 &6 7 3 — 8 B AL B 3L W
EANR 2

. master artist EE N L ARK, XE W master EHER, H "BEAN". “hFEH"

BE, X,
master carpenter FEEHNAKRE
master boxer BFAALWEIF

master strategist A MR R

. old-timers: £ W ¥ #

timer ¥R BYERAMRAESH, RREHBRANA, 0,

full-timer 42 H& THH
young-timer F2A
old-timer KE—HMA, £EBEHA

5. then as now: A it fo 3 A — A

. covered wagon typical of the days of westward expansion. V533" 7K it S A By A% £



typical # %o of 5| i A MR E— R, AARBEFAEEFERIERLE, .
She didn’t say anything at the meeting, which is very typical of her.
ERREL, —HEAR, HEDMARRBFHE,

It is typical of him to be sorude. X MA B LR EHE

She enjoyed very much the mountain scenery typical of Scotland.

WA W R E A R L KRR

Henry wrote to President in a way typical of a schoolboy.

FHUDNFEARBANTRERAT R,

7. Yangtze-River Gorges: £ T = I
KITH MG HEF 4 K % . Changjiang River. Yangtze River 2, Yangtse River £ |H
#4.

Exercises of Text A

I. Choose the best answer for each of the following questions:
1. What makes the writer feel that America is a neighbor just next door to China?
A. The speed of the plane. '
B. A flight around half the globe.
C. His trip from China to America by ship.
D. His first air trip from Shanghai to New York.
2. When the writer looks out of the window from the plane, he feels
A. disappointed
B. excited
C. 'unhappy
D. pleased
3. During the 1947 trip, the writer spent his daytime
A.in bed
B. dreaming
C. on deck
b. thinking
4. What is mainly talked about in the fourth paragraph?
A. The time of the writer’s trip.
B. The writer’s activities.
C. The writer’s old story.
D. The writer’s ocean voyage in 1947.
5. Which of the following is NOT the reason for people not to travel by air in 19477
A. It was extremely risky. '
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B. It was a bit slower.
C. It was uncomfortable.
D. It was unusually expensive.
6. As to the land and sea travel in 1848, the writer was amazed by
A. a covered wagon
B. the excitement of the trip
C. the speed of the sea and land travel
D. a book he had read
7. In the 1940s, the travel from the east to the west in China took
A. nearly one year
B. balf a year
C. 17 months
D. 17 weeks
8. According to the writer, it will now take people to go from Shanghai to San
Francisco by air.
A. 17 days
B. 5 hours .
C. 20 days
" D. 17 hours
9. According to the text, people should live, understand, and cooperate with one another
because .
A. they are neighbors
B. they are friends
C. the world is becoming small
D. the world is so large
10. tells the writer that there are still passenger ships sailing across the Pacific.
A. A Frenchman
B. An American
C. A Chinese
D. An English

. Choose the definition from column B that matches the corresponding

word in column A:

A B
1. shrink a. journey by water
2. intrude b. of very high quality
3. voyage c. world-wide
4. submerge - d. become smaller

5. fare e. strange



6. amaze f. enter without invitation

7. wagon g. money charged for a journey

8. global h. put under water

9. deluxe i. fill with surprise or wonder _
10. exotic j. four-wheeled vehicle pulled by horses

1. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the forms
where necessary: '
ply distinetly floating disperse nonetheless
delicacy expanse sturdy = faraway metropolis

1. His grandfather told them stories of the villages he had lived in when he

was young.
2. New York is a of skyscrapers.
3. The city has a large V population.
4. When the rain came down, the people started to
5. Sheis sad after hearing the news.
6. When she first went to the desert, she was surprised at its
7. This country produces wine of great
8. There are some problems with the teaching methods, , they can be used
to improve our classroom teaching.
9. He'll finish the hard work. He is very _
10. This airline has been the transatlantic route for many years.

1V. Translate the following into English:
LRE 2f£bBal 3.40E 4 S W
6 FixRH TAMMBHMR 8 BEHIER 9. BT H 10 BEE ARt iRAT

V. Translate the following sentences into English;:
L By IR AT T 36 MANRE,
2. REEEF—RXAMRA
3. ®ME LR R ELAHA,
4 EHRES FHEE,
5. 8KAMANTE LA H NN,

VI. Read aloud the last two paragraphs of the text.
VIl. Reproduce the text in your own words.

VIll. Writing
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Write a composition about Sports. It should be no less than 100 words and be based on
the following outline:

1. Our need for sports.

2. Various sports activities.

3. Conclusion.

Dialogues

Asking the Way

‘ (L1 Hua has been admﬂted toa m;d-we"‘"»t‘ 'n unive -
;ust arrwed and ts nﬁw trymg to fmd her
b

A ords and Expressions

transfer [trensfo:] n. (£) %%, HEZE, X transfer ticket
add-a-fare Mk E

'
>
%2}
o.
'
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o
n
£
gt
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2
O
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Notes

thebox (A£RELH) BT,

2. How to Get to the rirs‘t National Bank?

Li: , Excuse me. Wm you heip me, p!ease?
~ Stranger:  Sure, if | can.

L - Thank you. Would you please show me how to get to the Flrst
. National Bank? ‘ '
Stranger:  Are you new here?

e Yes , ‘ :
~ Stranger:  Are you familiar with the subway syStem?
bl No

Stranger.  All rtght Cross the street. There is a subway entrance. The
. ‘subway on that side goes uptown. The First National Bank is at

.~ 110 Broadway. We are now at 86th Street. Are you w:th me?

Lk Yes. Butwhere should | get off then? | | |

~ Stranger:  Let me see. You get on at the 86th Street stop There isa stap ‘

~ at96th and 110th. O.K., you get off two stops from the place ‘
~ whereyougoton. .
Lt Whatshalll do after | get off at 110th Street'? ,
" Siranger:_ _ There are two exits. You should turn to the left, and go up the
. ~__short stairway to the street. Go straight forward a few steps to
_ the mtersectmn ‘Then cross the street and you'll find the bank -

. onyourleft Clear?

Li: ; - appreciate your help sc much. I'H be sure to fmd my way around
- after such detailed directions. Sorry for taking so much of your
. fe

Stranger:  No sweat! Good Luck.

/ ords

intersection  [into'sekfon] n. +Z=Ho, xX K
appreciate [o'pri:[ieit] VI, R, R, mkE, L% _
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Notes

No Sweat! 3% 5] 5 .

..[Exercises of Dialogues

1. Translate the following dialogues into English:
@)

AEE, FERKEREALS
B: Bk, HafKTAEEE,
A: B AR ILIE G
B: —gHAE,
A: .
B: BX %R,
(i)
A FE, RBETFQ,
B: BF =408 E%T, —EARAT.
A BERANEREG
B: A, ART +a9#2 7T,
A HE R
B: KYJEREA,
A ZRT,
B: T& A,
Ii. Work in pairs according to the situations given below:

1. Make a dialogue with your deskmate, talking about how to get to your college from
Beijing Railway Station.
2. Suppose a stranger at the Capital Airport asks you the way to Tiananmen Square, Tell

him how to get there.

Grammar

The Articles
(7% )

7 7 5A Z ik ## (Indefinite Article) Fo 2 i 37 (Definite Article) 7



