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Foreword

Since the founding of the People’s Republic, the museum cause of our country has un-
precedentedly developed and made outstanding achievements. Our museums have made
positive contributions to inheriting and passing on Chinese Civilization, popularizing scien-
tific knowledge, developing advanced cultures and constructing a harmonic society. A per-
fect legal system is the safeguard of the development of causes, and developing according to
rules and prospering orderly are the appropriate meanings of the scientific development of
museum cause. The healthy development of museum cause cannot be separated from the
perfection of legal system too. To administering and managing according to the laws are im-
portant contents of scientific development of museum cause; as well, museum legal con-
struction plays important role on improving the managing functions of museums, perfecting
the management systems and propelling the reforming and innovation of the mechanism of
museums.

The level of museum legal system construction reflects the level of museum cause; the
legal documents enacted in the past different periods all mirrored the developing situations
and demands at the time when they were made and issued; especially since the beginning of
the Reform and Opening-up, the legal construction of museum cause prospers unprecedent-
edly just because of the accelerating of the development of museum cause in our country.

In 1982, the enacting of “Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cul-
tural Relics” laid down the foundation of the legal construction for the museum cause of
China. To thoroughly carry out the “Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of
Cultural Relics” and effectively push forward the development of museum cause, after the
issuing of “Measures on Museum Administration”, the State Administration of Cultural
Heritages drafted the administrative statute “Museum Regulations ( Exposure Draft)”,
which is being issued soon and will be important guarantee of the comprehensive construc-
tion and development of museum cause of China. The legal documents including the “Law

of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics” , “ Regulations for the
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Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics”, “Measures on
Museum Administration” , “ Collection of Cultural Relics Grading Standard” , “ Construc-
tion Design Code of Museums” , “Tentative Criteria on Evaluation of Museums” , and so on

have made clear regulations from many aspects for the museum designing and construction,
the management of collections, the displaying and exhibition of the collections, the cultural
diffusion, public service and other museum affairs and further pushed forward the legal
management and scientific development of museum cause.

Meanwhile, the museum legal construction is integrating with the international commu-
nity day by day; the scientific ideas, successful experiences and favorable modes of the in-
ternational museum field are absorbed and referred into China, which helped us to improve
our own museum cause and contribute to the legal construction of the international museum
cause.

On the occasion of the 22nd General Conference and 25th General Assembly of ICOM
being held in Shanghai, Chinese Association of Museums compiled this “Selections of Laws
and Regulations of Museum” entrusted by State Administration of Cultural Heritage. This is
the first formally published comprehensive collection of the domestic laws, rules and regu-
lations related to the affairs of museum cause in China. It is not only a concentrative dem-
onstration of the achievements of the legal construction in museum cause of China but also a
window for the world to know the development of the museum cause in China. Meanwhile,
the relevant international conventions and legal articles of some other countries are also se-
lected into this compilation, by which we hope to improve the mutual communications be-
tween the museum fields of China and abroad, and present which as a gift to this Confer-
ence.

Wish the museums contribute more for promoting harmony in human society and pro-
pelling the advancing of civilization; wish the 22nd General Conference and 25th General

Assembly of ICOM a great success!

Shan Jixiang
Director of State Administration of Cultural Heritage of China
October 11, 2010
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