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Brief comment and general introduction

O E |

The famous opening sentence, which is humorous and to the
point, represents the perfect marriage between content and style.
From here is introduced a dialogue between husband and wife with
a clarity of a musical chord which contrasts with the muddie of their
conversation A careful reader can find the same echo from this
opening sentence in many parts of the novel. In the whole book,
various combinations, comparison and contrasts .of ditferent char-
acters and situations are presented by the author whose wit and hu-
mour have made this novel a world masterpiece.

This book is a richly comic portrait of middle class life in the
eighteenth century of England, Of the five daughters in the Bennet
family whom Mrs, Bennet wants to marry off to some rich men,
Elizabeth is beautiful and intelligent, but she is a little too ready to
junp to conclusion. Darcy, who comes from a good family and
doesn’t like the vulgarity in the Bennet family, is a little too proud
when he deals with his relationship with Elizabeth, Through love
and self-understanding, pride and prejudice are conguered and they
come together at last.
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5. Good Quotations; (#&@F)

(1)1t is a truth universally acknowledged , that a single man in possession of a good

fortune must be in want of a wife.

(2)Keep your breath to cool your porridge .

(3)Every impulse of felling should be guided by reason ; and , in my opinion , exer-
tion-should always be in proportion to what is required.



(4)A lady* s imagination is very rapid ; it jumps from admiration to love . from love
to matrimony , in a moment.

(5)Vanity is weakness , but pride , if there is a real superiority of mind , will always
be under good regulation .

(6)Fame sometimes can fall short of the truth.

(7)Conversation ought to be so arranged as that they may have the trouble of say-
ing as little as possible .

{8)In vain have | struggle. It will not do. My feelings will not be repressed. You
must allow me to tell you how ardently | admire and love you.

(9)Pride had been humbled and prejudice dissolved. Darcy and Elizabeth got
married.

(I0)There is not another woman in the room whom it would not be a punishment to
me fo stand up with. ‘
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Chapter 1

It is a truth universally acknowi , that a sin-

le man in possession of a good fortune must be in

However little known the feelings or views of

such a man may be on his first entering a neighbour-

hood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the sur-

rounding families, that he is considered as the rightful
property of some one or other of their daughters.

Now let’ s listen to how Mrs, Bennet is talking
about marrying off her five marriageable daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said she to her husband ,
“have you heard that Netherfield Park is lef® at last?”

Mr, Bennet replied that he had not. '

“But it is,” returned she, “for Mrs. Long has just
been here, and she told me all about it. ”

Mr. Bennet made no answer,

“Do not you want to know who has taken it?”
cried his wife impatiently.

“You want to tell me, and | have no.objection to
hearing it. " This was invitation encugh. She then
gpent quite a while telling him about the new rich
tenant®,

“What is his name?”

“Bingley. ”

“Is he married or single?”
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2 Pride and, %uo/,ice.

“On! Single, my dear, to be sure! A single man
of large fortune; four or five thousand a year, What a
fine thing for our girls!”

“How.s0? How can it-affect them?”

““My dear Mr, Bahnet;” - replied his wife, “how |

can you be so tiresorme! You must know that | am
thinking of his marrying one of them, ”

“Is that his design in settling here?” “Design!
Nonsense, How can you talk so! But it is very. likely
that he may fall in love with one of them, and there-
fore, you must visit him as soon as he comes, ”

“| see no occasion for that, You and the girls may
go, or you may send them by themselves, which per-
haps will be still better; for, as you are as handsome
as any of them, Mr,. Bingley might like you the best: of
the party. ”

“My dear, you flatter” me. | certainly have had
my share of beauty, but | do not pretend to be anything
extraordinary now. When a woman has five grown-up
daughters, she cught to give over thinking of her own
beauty. ”

, “In such cases, a woman has not often much
beauty to think of, ”

“But, my dear, you must indeed go and see Mr.
Bingley when he comes into the neighbourhood. ”

“It is more than | engage for, | assure you,’

“But consider your daughters, Only think what an
establishment it would be for one of them. Sir William
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and Lady Lucas are determined to go, merely on that
account, for in general, you know they visit.no new
comers. Indeed you must go, for it will be impossible
for us to visit him, if you do not. ” ‘

“You are over-scrupulous? , surely. | dare say Mr.
Bingley will be very glad fo see you; and | will- send a
few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to
his marrying whichever he chuses of the girls; though |
must throw in a good word for my little Lizzy. And!am

sure she is not half so handsome as Jane, nor half g0 |.

good-humoured as Lydia, But you are always. giving
her the preference. ”

“They have none of them much :to reoommend
themn,” replied he, “they are ali silly and ignotant like
other giris; but Lizzy has something more of quickness
than her sisters, ”

“Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own chnl-
dren in such way? You take delight in vexing® me. You
have no compassion on my poor nerves. ”

“You mistake me, my dear. | have a high respect-

for your rerves. They are my old friends. | have heard

you mention them with consideration .these twenty:

years at least,”
“Ah! You do not know what | suffer, ”

“But | hope you will get over it, and live to see

many young men of four thousand a year come into the
neighbourhood. ”
“It will be no use to us if twenty sich should come,
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since you will not visit them. ”

“Depend upon it, my dear, that when there are
twenty | will visit them all. ”

Mr. Bemnet was so odd a mixture of quick parts,
sarcastic” humour, reserve, and caprice®, that the
experience of three and twenty years had been'insuffi-
cient to make his wife understand his character. Her
mind was less difficult to develope. She was a woman
of mean understanding, little information, and uncertain
temper. When she was discontented, she fancied her-
self nervous. The business of her life was to get her
daughters married , its solace was visiting and news.

A few days later, however, Mr. Bennet did visit
Mr, Bingley. He had always intended to visit him,
though to the last always assuring his wife that he
should not go; and till the evening after the visit was
paid, his wife had no knowledge of it. How did she
come to know about it? Let’s listen again.

“l hope Mr. Bingley will like it, Lizzy,” Mr.
Bennet, when he saw his second daughter trirn'nigg® a
hat, suddenly said:

“We are not in a way to know what Mr. Bingley
likes,” said the girl’ s mother resentfully, “since we
are not to visit, ”

“But you forget, mama,” said Elizabeth, *that
we shall meet him at the assemblies, and that Mrs,
Long has promised to introduce him, ”

“l do not believe Mrs, Long will do any such

D so'keestik] adi. A&l 49
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@ Pride and, Peejudice 5

thing. She has two nieces of her own. She is a self-
ish, hyp_ogriticalq) woman, and | have no opinion of
her. ”

“No more have |,” said Mr, Bennet, “and | am
glad to find that you do not depend on her serving
you, ”

Mrs. Bennet deigned not to make any reply; but
unable to contain herself, began scolding one of her
daughters.

“Don’ t keep coughing so, Kitty, for heaven’ s
sake! Have a little compassion on my nerves. You
tear them to pieces, ”

“Kitty has no discretior® in her coughs,” said her
father humourously, “she chooses the wrong moment
todoit.”

“I do not cough for my own amusement. ” replied
Kitty fretful I)@.

“When is your next ball to be, Lizzy?”

“Tomorrow fortnight®, ”

“Aye, so it is,” cried her mother, “and Mrs.
Long does not come back till the day before; so it will
be impossible for her to introduce him, for she will not
know him herself, ”

“Then, my dear, you may have the advantage of
your friend, and introduce Mr. Bingley to her, ”

“Impossible, Mr, Bennet, impossible, when | am
not acquainted with him myself; how can you be so

teasing®?”
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“| honour your gircumspectiort®. A fortnight’ s ac-
guaintance is certainly very little. One cannot know
what a man really is by the end of a fortnight. But if

you deciine the office, | will take it on myself, "
The girls stared at their father,- Mrs, Bennet said

only, “Nonsense, nonsense! | am sick of Mr.
Bingley. ” _ ‘
“Are you? | am sorry to hear that; but why did not
you tell me g0 before? If | had known it this morning, |
certainly would not have called on him. ”

The astonishment of the ladies was just what he
wished, ’

“How good it was in'you, my dear Mr. Bennet!
But | knew | should persuade you at last, |-was sure
you loved our girls too well 1o neglect such an acquain-
tance. Well, how pleased t am! And it is such a good
joke, too, that you should have gone this morning,
and never said a word about it till now. ”

“Now, Kitty, you may cough as much as you
chuse,” said Mr. Bennet, and, as he spoke, he left
the room, fatigued with the ragtures@ of his wife,
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Chapter 2

An invitation to a dinner from the Bennet was sent
to Mr. Bingley. Being obliged to be in town the follow-
ing day, he was unable to accept the honour. Mrs,
Bennet was quite disconcerted®. She could not imag-
ine what business he could have in town so soon after
his arrival in Hertfordshire; and she began to fear that
he might be always flying about from one place to
another, and never settled at Netherfield as he ought
to be.

Her fears were quietened, as the purpose of Mr.
Bingley’ s going to town was only to get a large party
for the ball. In a few days he retumed Mr. Bennet’s
visit, with him were four others, his two sisters the
husband of the elder, and ancther young man,

Now Mr. Bingley was a good-looking man and
very gentlemanlike; he had a pleasant countenance,
and easy, unaffected manners. His sisters were fine
women, with an air of decided fashion, His brother-in-
law, Mr. Hurst, merely looked the gentleman; but his
friend Mr. Darcy, the above-mentioned young man,
soon drew the attention of the room by his fine, tall
person, handsome features, noble mien®; and the
report which was in general circulation within five
mirutes after his entrance, of his having ten thousand a
year,

D[ diskon'sat] ©v. M K &, 4%
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Mr. Bingley had soon made himself acquainted
with all the principal people (VIP) in the.raom; he'was
lively and unreserved, danced every dance, was angry

that the ball closed so early, and tatked of giving one |

himseif at Netherfield. Such amiable gualities must
Mr. Darcy’s character was decided. He was the
proudest, most disagreeable man in the world, .and

everybody hoped that he would never come there a-

gain. His having slighted one of Mrs. Bennet’ s daugh-
ters (neglected) made the old woman resentful of his
general behaviour.

“Come, Darcy,” said Mr, Bingley, “I must have
you dance. | hate to see you standing about by yourself
in this stupid manner. You had much better dance. "

“| certainly shall not. You know: how | detest® it;
unless | am particularly acquainted with my partner, At
slch an assembly as this, it would be: insupportabile.

Your sisters are engaged, and there is not another

woman in the room whom it would not-be a . punish-:

ment to me to stand up with (there is not a womarin |

this room with whom | want to darce with). ™

“| would not be so fastidicus as you are,” oried.
Bingley, “for a kingdom! Upon my henour | never met
with so many pleasant girls:in my life,” as | have this
avening; and there are several of them, you see;. un-
commonly pretty. ” :

“You are darcing with the only handsome glrl in the

[ZHTEHHT O BRRFL
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Pride and. Prejudice 9

room,” said Mr. Darcy, looking at the eldest Miss
Bennet.

“On! She is the most beautiful creature | ever be-
held! But there is one of her sisters sitting down just
behind you, who is very pretty, and | dare say very a-
greeable, Do let me ask my partrer to introduce you, ”

“Which do you mean?” And tuming round, he
looked for a moment at Elizabeth, till catching her
eye, he withdrew his own and coldly said, “She is
tolerable; but not handsome enough to tempt me;
and | am in no humour at present to give consequence
to young ladies who are slighted by other men. You
had better return to your partner and enjoy her smiles,
for you are wasting your time with me, ”

Mr. Bingley followed his advice. Mr. Darcy
walked off; and Elizabeth remained with no very cor-
dial¥ feelings towards him. She told the story, how-
ever, with great spirit among her friends; for she had
a lively, playful disposition, which dehghted in any-
thing ridiculous®.

The evening altogether passed .off pleasantly to
the whole family. Mrs. Bennet had seen her eldest
daughter much admired by the Netherfield: party. Mr.
Bingley had danced with her twice, and she had been
distinguished by his sisters. Jane was as much grati-

fied by this as her mother could be, ‘though in a ) quieter

way. Elizabeth felt Jane’ s pleasure. Mary had heard

herself mentioned to Miss Bingley as the most accom- i
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