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Brief Introduction

World Cultural Legacy, important national relics reserve— Yungang

Grottoes, is a large group of ancient grottoes that has a history of over
1,500 years and is the nation's first all—stone carving. With delicate
carving and magnificent momentum, they are the crystallization of the

successive cutting and carving made by the emperors of the Northern



Wei. There now remain 53 grottoes, 1,100 niches of different sizes and
51,000 statues, of which the biggest is 17meters high, and the smallest
only 2 centimeters high. The stone carving has a unique artistic style and
is a lively combina—
tion of reality and
fantasy, of historic and
modern beauties. Glo—
rious carving and grand
modern civilization
make Yungang Grot-—

toes a renowned tourist

resort. As geologist of
Northern Wei, Li
Daoyuan, described in
his Shui Jing Zhu
(Commentary on the
Waterway Classic),
“mountains and stones

were cut according to

the structures of the
stone, the grottoes are
magnificent and are a
rarity of the world, All
the halls, temples,
forests, and lakes make
a pleasing sight.”

Since French

president Georges
Pompidou, accompanied by Premier Zhou Enlai, visited Yungang Grottoes
on September 15, 1973, increasing number of diplomatic envoys and
tourists have visited Yungang Grottoes. So far about one million foreign
and over ten million domestic visitors have visited Yungang Grottoes.

The cutting of Yungang Grottoes began from the Northern Wei.




Since Emperor Daowu (Tuobo Gui) moved capital to Pingcheng City
(Datong) in the first year of Tianxing (A.D. 398) till 18th year of
Taihe (AD. 494) in Emperor Xiaowen's reign, Datong had been the
capital of the Northern Wei for 96 years and it was the most glorious
w:.wperiod in the history of the city of Datong. The world—famous Yungang
Grottoes was cut in the period. It is the result of Emperor Taiwu's
“extermination of Buddhism” and Emperor Wencheng's “restoration of
Buddhism”, During the “restoration of Buddhism”, the accomplished
monk, Haoyao took charge of the cutting of the five big grottoes, which
are also called "the five grottoes of Haoyao” (A D.460 to 465). The
scale of the grottoes and the delicacy of the cutting are described in
Book of Wei as “the cliff of the mountain cut and five grottoes made,
in each of which a statue of Buddha made. The taller, 70 chi the
shorter, 60 chi. The carving magnificent and the name widespread.”
The carving of Yungang Grottoes is mainly various lively Buddhist figures
and patterns. Among them there are statues of Buddha, Bodhisattva,
disciples, feitian, gods, and Hercules. There are skillfully—carved novel
Buddhist stories, There are also magnificent decorative patterns and
ancient musical instruments, such as: Konghou (harp), Paixiao, and
Pi—pa. So Yungang Grottoes is really a museum of stone carving of the
Northern Wei.

Because of the unique historic background and geographic location,
the shape, carving, and Buddhist culture of Yungang Grottoes are unique
and are combination of Buddhist and imperial features. The Buddha are
elegant and kind; the disciples respectful and reverent: feitian elegantly
flying around lotus; gods and Hercules frightening. All these figures and
patterns form a group of artistic beauty. The carving skills are the unique
grotto culture of the Northern Wei they have absorbed foreign artistic
prime and carried on the Chinese artistic tradition, The early style is
influenced by Jiantuoluo art, the middle style is the mature Chinese style
and the late style has distinct local style and the three styles form a
perfect whole. Now Yungang Grottoes is a world—famous resort of

research, protection and tourism,
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Exterior View of Yungang Grottoes
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