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(hina R eceives Yale elegation

“If it’s anything that promotes good will between
our two countries, whether you call that political
or diplomatic or cultural exchange, I'll be in favor
of it.”

—Richard Levin
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President of Yale University




TVV: Tian Wei
RL: Richard Levi

Hello, welcome to another edition of
Dialogue on CCTV International. I'm your
host Tian Wei. When Chinese President
Hu Jintao visited the United States last
yvear, he extended an invitation to one

hundred students and faculty members

from Yale University. And this year this:

big delegation of one hundred members
is in China, of course, led by the president
of Yale University Richard Levin. We're
very honored to have him with us for this
edition of Dialogue.

Mr. Levin, welcome to Dialogue. This

 time you are bringing a delegation of
one hundred people—students and
faculty—from Yale University to China to
travel for ten days. What are they going to
see and do in China?

They'll see some of the cultural highlights
of Beijing and Xi’an and Shanghai. They
will go to the Forbidden City and the Great
‘Wall, a number of other cultural highlights
such as Terracotta Warriors, of course,
in Xi'an. And I think what may end up
being the highlight for our students is the
opportunity to visit with students at four of
your great universities at Beida, Tsinghua,
Xi'an Jiaotong and Fudan, and also meet
with families.
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They came with the invitation from Chinese President Mr. Hu Jintao. He
actually extended invitation to you guys during his last trip in the United States
when he was giving the speech on your campus, right?

Exactly, we were very happily surprised.

All right, maybe that’s the word to use. Well then, before you came to Beijing
this time, your delegation, at least some members of it, had been received
by your president George W. Bush in the White House. How come so much
attention on this specific delegation from Yale University?

Well, after all, your President, Mr
Hu Jintao, issued the invitation on
television in front of 300 million
Chinese viewers. So presumably,
the world was watching, and
the Chinese are taking this very
seriously. So our president felt it
was important to send us off with
his greetings to President Hu.

But this also makes it very
political anyway.

If it's anything that promotes good
will between our two countries,
whether you call that political or
diplomatic or cultural exchange,

I'll be in favor of it.
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TW The Chinese President, when he was giving the speech on your campus last

vear, was talking about the lack of understanding from the American side

for the purpose of China’s economic development and progress. While your

President, when he was receiving you guys in the White House, he was talking
about the possible tumbling blocks of the relations between the two sides: One
American protectionism, the other China’s nationalism. Since the two men have

their own theories, what about you, even it is the ninth time that you are here?

Well, I do hasten to say that
President Bush’s concerns about
protectionism and nationalism
were raised in the context of
saying that the relations between
China and United States are
good right now and are strong.
He said that he had two worries
about them. But it was against the
background of what he thought
positive from the relations. That's
my own view. I think that China’s
prosperity and growth are good
for America, and good for the
world. The more that China
and the United States become
interdependent economically and
learn to understand one another,
the better the future will be for all
of humanity.

But some argue that because of the
Cold War, natural suspicions from
the two sides had been built up.
And now some are talking, about
the apparent strategic conflicts
between the two countries. So
people really wonder whether
there is anything that is like a real
friendship between the U.S. and
China. What is your view?
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RL

I think that there are tensions and
suspicions, particularly in an older
generation that grew up in the
Cold War times. But history has
something in favor of a peaceful
relationship between these two
countries. China is not a country
that historically had periods of
great territorial expansion; the
United States, since achieving its
territorial integrity in the mid-
nineteenth century, has been
enormously powerful, but it
has not attempted to expand its
borders either. These countries
are self-content. And 1 think both
will be economically strong, as a
century develops, and that both
will be terribly interdependent.
I mean we are valuable trade
partners. Valuable foreign
investment is huge now, mostly
from one way though, but in the
future it will be two ways. I think
we have so many good reasons to
be friendly that they will dominate
the reasons for our suspicion in
the long run.
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Before, we see the Ping-Pong Diplomacy. That was a time when the two

countries were trying to establish diplomatic relations with each other.

And

this time, over the past few years, we have seen increasing academic exchanges

between the two countries, including your delegation’s coming to China. It

truly makes people wonder as to which one is going to play a crucial role this

time—gaing to really melt the ice or the suspicion between the two countries?

Is this academic circle likely to do the job?



RL

I think it has very great hope for the long term, if we think in a thirty-year

horizon, not a three-year horizon, and think of the young people going back

and forth between these two countries, getting to know one another and

appreciating each other’s values and perspectives. When that generation—that

generation has been developing for the last twenty years—when that

generation is, you know, leading both our countries, we will have a better

understanding of each other. So I'm very hopeful. 1 think the more students

that may flow across our borders to see one another and learn about each

other’s culture, the better off our future will be.

In fact, Mr. Levin, your university is
having a very interesting exchange
program when visiting some of
the Chinese universities such as
Peking University, because for the
first time American students are
going to have the opportunity to
study in the same classroom and
live in the same dormitory with
native Chinese students on Chinese
university campus. Just for our
viewers’ understanding, many
of the international students right
now in China live separately and
study separately from the Chinese
students. So what do you expect,
what do you think they, the
American students, are likely to
gain from this experience?
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It's very interesting, because they
told me that the most positive
aspect of the whole program
would be the fact that they will
live with roommates from China.
They feel that this will be a real
opportunity to get to know one
another. And they value that a
great deal. So I think that will be a
nice feature, and that this program
will encourage more of them to
participate in academic exchanges
with other universities as well,

You have been having, as president
of Yale University, a very ambitious
plan to internationalize your
university. It is still so even when
you are travelling this time, the
ninth time in China, not to mention
how many other places around
the world that you have visited
so far for the same purpose. For
many weeks each semester your
students have the opportunity to
travel outside the campus. And also
you have quadrupled the number
of the undvergraduate students
from foreign countries since you
took office in the 1990s. What's
really behind all of this? What
exactly is your vision about this
internationalization?
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