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Abstract

Title; The Criticism of Modernity in the Perspective of Technology Rationality

The vicissitudes from tradition to modern times is an inevitable historical destiny
to any race, nation and human beings involved in it. This would be “modemity”,
which is studied. “Modemity” is a theory dimension filled with theoretical conflicts
and various understanding. Among them, the intertexture of various perplexities and
comprehensions reflected a lot of different thinking-oriented view and theory objective
to modernity problems in modern learning context. At the same time, modemity also
mirrored different comprehension and experience of the time sense, existing ways and
cultural value of the age we are living in.

Modermity is undoubtedly one of the most important issues in our age. It is also
one of the most outstanding issues of modern philosophy. Many problems of the mod-
emn society reflect inside antinomy and crisis of modernity in the deep level, whether
in the perspective of theory introspection or the reality. Since modem age, particular-
ly in 20 century, special attention has been paid in the area of modernity problem at
different degree. Many famous thinkers elaborated modernity thought based on the
observation of that age, Such as Marx, Husserl, weber, Simmel, Lefebver, Horkhei-
mer, Adormo, Lukacs, Habermas, Lyotard, Derrida, Baudrillard, Bauman, Gid-
dens, Benjamin, Bell, Foucault, etc. , and examined the content of modernity from
different point of view. The origin and alignment of modernity have been examined
and the destiny of modemnity has also brought special attention. Therefore, it is possi-
ble to see through the issue of the existence of human beings, and the attention to
modernity since 20 century is highlighted. Among the discussion of many thinkers,
problems such as the crisis of European science, enlightenment, rationality and rea-

sonableness, tool rationality, technology rationality, ideology, the public culture,
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modemn nation, freedom value and ideal etc. mirrored criticism of modemity to some
different extent and dimension.

The concept of “modernity” takes a very long time to develop in Europe. Gen-
erally thought, the period of the 16th-18th century is the first stage of the develop-
ment of modernity. In a sense, the basic concept of modernity comes from the spirit,
ideal, temperament of the Enlightenment. The Enlightenment is no doubt one of core
factors which lead to modernity among several understandings to modernity. In the
history environment of the Enlightenment, “modern” develops as a sign of period
progressing. And it also turns to be a commentary word containing new change, new
trend, progress, innovation, etc. Whether in the perspective of theory and practice,
the arguments, reflection and criticism brought out by modernity and civilization cri-
sis, nature crisis, conflict between value and culture of modern people have no any
signs to come to an end. Oppositely, modernity is getting more and more attention all
over the world, Although modemity problems are put forward in the western, now it
turns out to be a problem which should be faced by all the human beings. It has lost
the confine of nation and country, with the globalization developing faster and faster.
From Marx to Horkheimer, Adorno, Nietzsche, Marcuse, Husserl, Heidegger, Gid-
dens and so on, to ideologists of post-modernism, they are all worried about moderni-
ty. In this mean corroboration of modernity experiences a long procedure from the
17th century to the 18th century. Defending or stating modernity reasonably and le-
gally is always one subject of western philosophy. It is likely that only in the 20th
century can defending and thinking back to modernity be added to philosophy area,
because any philosophy must be the philosophy of the age. It always reflects the
meaning of that time. That is, since the 20th century, crisis and anxieties of moder-
nity emerged, which expresses the pressure of reflection and criticism.

In the dimension of criticism, various critical theories are mostly closely related
with the rationality origin of modernity no matter what genres or points started with,
which has to do with a fact that western thoughts always take rationalism as a founda-
tion. Rationality is not only the main line of western modern philosophy, but also a
cross point of modernity problem. On the one side, modemity is a complicated histo-
ry and cultural course filled with contradictions, conflicts and all sorts of parameter.
On the other side, modemity is also a kind of language context that interweaves all

sorts of contradictions and potential mankind’s crisis and age’s predicament, or an at-
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titude or a feeling. The rationality is a main line of modemity, commencing from the
clues of rationality, so we can deeply scoop out the logical relation and function
mechanism between rationality with main factors of modernity pedigree. Particularly
since science revolution, technology revolution and Industrial revolution, the interac-
tion of the rationality and science and technology revolution and society made the ra-
tionality acquire unprecedented strength. Technology rationality has thus been free
from the original tradition and even become an independent, dominate, changeable
power to push society forward. Technology rationality also had the characteristic of
modern metaphysics. Therefore, it has theatrical and practical meanings to dissect
the modernity from the micro view of technology rationality, to see through the root,
mechanism and the development mode of modemity crisis, and to make the modernity
understandable and held by the mankind, to introspect and reply better in thought,
culture and the mode of social movement.

Technology rationality is rooted in the rationality of mankind, and in the mean-
while it catalyses the abruption of modern rationality. The rationality indwelled hu-
man nature is a lasting issue of mankind claim and introspects. Since Enlightenment,
the rationality highlights its subject principle. Along with fading rationality composi-
tion given by God and strengthening of technology rationality restricted by positivism,
on the one hand, tool rationality and technology rationality rooted in human being’s
appeal to purposiveness derived; on the other hand, it doomed contradictions and
dissociation between subjective rationality and the objective rationality, the humanity
rationality and the technology rationality, the value rationality and the tool rationality.

Contemporary properties are the inclusion of valuation of the modemity concept.
It stipulates the objective and value instruction of modernization. Modern society and
the modernization of society embody the basic features of modernity, indicate the soul
of technology rationality, because the realization of the value of these features must
rely on the technology, and its value direction is also technology rationality. In corre-
spondence, the rationality of modernity is also expression of many rationality features,
such as the technology rationality, economic rationality ( market rationality ), effi-
ciency rationality, calculation rationality, control rationality, cultural diversity ration-
ality etc. These rationality features implicate the inner logic of technology rationality,
The priority of development and the modern economic rationality, the control of the

politics, the nothingness of the modern democracy and the culture features of the pop-
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ularity, medium and consumption are the projection and refraction of modern technol-
ogy. Solving the modernity problems of technology rationality radically equals to tech-
nology rationality criticism of modemity. We should introspect and criticize technolo-
gy rationality from some dimensionalities such as epistemology, surviving theory, cul-
ture, freedom value and modern ethics. Basically, it’s an effective way to criticize
technology rationality of modernity to explain the technology rationality by sticking to
the tradition of Marxism, being conscious to theory for criticizing the technology ra-
tionality by Marxism, sticking to man studying tropism, using explaining principle of
Marxism historical materialism. Marx affirms that sense does exist, but he looks down
upon modern technology rationality without humanity, so he criticizes it deeply.

The criticism of modernity in the perspective of technology rationality seems not
to be a new issue. But it doesn’t mean this discussion area should end and lose the
significance. Just as modernity itself is not a temporary topic, the criticism of moder-
nity in the perspective of technology rationality should be elaborated deeply and from
several angles. So it’s a significant attempt to discuss and solve the problem of moder-
nity, considering many factors and tokens which are related to modernity, and some
logic relationships which have connections with every dimension different aspect relat-
ed to modemity, to uncover internal logic and theory connotation of modernity and
technology rationality to a deeper level, through criticism in the perspective of tech-

nology rationality, to view the contradictions and antinomy crisis of modernity.



8 =B

i
B

|

E |l

W

:

|

Bl

B

|

LI

s

.

|

H x

CONTENTS

ﬁ%mq,%mﬁﬁrﬁ]@ .................................

PP BLRPERIRL -ovvoreereereeeemrnnnens
«CNBCREET . AR
- B BB B

v BRI B 4Ty AR HE A RPAE
- BRI HEVFR

ﬂ R.ﬂafﬁ:m Hgﬁ;'k& ﬂi@mf ............................

BRI U RIS B REOHE

- MR T SOEH BB A XS BER B F L
- B BB E UEHLS A SO 0
- Bma sy LN ER

BACHE R PRV B B AR BRI -
. BHRNBREREEXHNEZ M

v BARPESATEER L

v B A BEPEARIE R B AR B R IR

B AR R R B AL oo ereeeens
- BOAREAE R B R KA



ARBAGRABNZE  >>>

T BEABEMENAEFSRAIZ 4 /126

=, BARHEBORERMHE A (0 HR Y / 139
BHE D5 BABLATER B AR H N HORPEMERL IR

}gﬁgﬁ ............................................................... 151

—. GBI AR B R R / 151

—. DRBIAREEE P AEEA R B A% / 168

g | mHRasz

—AEIAREXAZAREUN BRI ELHEE e 178

— . JEBAREE n] A B B AR B i A /178

=, BRI —HHC AR R AR /182
BEIRR oo, 185
JE  BE e e e 192



dm
i

P2 R B B )

MEZBTRBATE, BALT R B ER U B X — 2T 58 R i A2
BT — T RS . ATEXRE AR, 4 A2 T B S04k
FEHR. ABFREER. WRAPEABEY, BB TRERMHAMERL,
St ASIAETEREL . TG ZOAAT B R B AR X R R AT AR
X B R —, WEEMRAREE X B, XERFTEN “H
REE” [, “HEREEREERNER, RXHNENRR", HAR
MR R R AR B R ER 52 S MM AR E 2R 8, 820 e
A, BUCHRHAE N — RSB . MR — A EEE S
MR, RAMUGES T LMo assm, AR T Fn T ERRkRY
B, Fit, RABERHERBFHAN—HEEMERSLES, D
A8 R RS A AR SE B R B E R IR _E R M T RHRAYBAL
RELFIAZER B S FAANHRSTNRERR. “ARE” B TERLY
% . FEHEFARRE GBS RE ., b, SRR E R RN R A S —
B, RETUAREAREES, WTFIAME BN R SR ES S8,
o, BatH AT & 2R AL RIBHRA T S, AR RASCALBHE R R
HRAAE

BRUEERRITXANRBEENEE —, LRI TEMEL 8
Z—. EUSMARMEEFREEERRARNER, BE. REMER,
HRERAKMBEEALSFE . HRATCRFENE. WREEIR
ERIBEFIEEEXERIRND R0, BN, BRELERHN. BREE
B SR E TA XU B & R R BRI MR, £ RRK
BB B, RARAISMSHEIGAA SIS, EMANAETERE, it
SR, AR R e T R T T A U, RS SR B
BIERNRERZAMEE ., ARENESIIRENEERE, CEBREE,

1



ARMBFIGBHAREZ L >>>

BUR%. e, ¥ TR GWREMEBEERETE, LHE, 20 4
B B AR TR AR RREE LA T A XA REEE, FE2ELN
BHEFRE ACARMARER THAKERE, MDEE., &R, HA.
FHRR. FIFERR, BIER. MEHE. FFF. MUDHT, FRE, 8
A, HIERW., S HERE. AR, R, BSEELURE & AR
BRERAENNE, BIRERENMERER, XERREN TS,
FLARERANEFRE, MBHT 20 4R EEALBER
BHMEEMNE, AEZRERGERT, BARBEHIMASR G mE L%
BEEMBRMBIZEN AN, BREN, B RSHEE, TAEE, HAME,
HREE, KA. IRREER. B M ENEESRE, HAREE
5t s T A R BRI AL B BUE B,

AR ABERLE, GEABRBAUEREEARMRE, AL
BRAR—TARENIL? RE, RITBBELHEARRENE? CRE%E
B, ERMSFEENT BERXEEEEEMN? RSB, BRIESE
H? ARESERAUREARAERMEXER? 5%, XEEEMLE
MRk, HEFEH—SHE, BEFEELNERNEE L FUMR, X4
R, XHER—F Y HBERN. Bh, SA%EEERINEEMEES
#EZ, B BAMHEFE. HELXEXYBERHEHTERE,

W2, REHARIARME? EFEHMMEMKE, XRImSENE?
BERWHE I M A e R R R R . BT URIERN R, FAH
MBS ETRUR T BRIFAEE. WEHFEETE, B FEBHN St
&, FMBRFEAFEN “modemus” (FfY) BHL7ZERAE “modo” LAY
ERIESRN, “BMR” (modem) —iFURITH “modo” HidiE, AZL
CCERMNNEARM. FH. LK P EHRXER CHE., B, H
By e "0, B, WAR—ARE—F R, W, B
WP RAERIEARENEZ ., BHE ., BRI, BRORAER . T4
EARBRA, BEBERAKR - B DH (Jirgen Habermas, 1929 4 6
A18 H ~) HRBFEETHEESE, AN “ ‘B’ (moderus) —iFHRHH
AATS HE, BEREHELAHK ‘HEH WARHLS5IRBTFEK
HFDHESXHFR, FTHRLUE, BR —AENEEREZRREES

O [2%] D& - FHAKE. BRENEBERL (M] . BEBH, SHES. BEEOB,
2004. 18 ~ 19.



