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ABSTRACT

The topic of personality education is an old, meanwhile, young
one. Different theories on personality education have shown their own
rays of light in the brilliant history of the Chinese culture
development, especially of which personality education theory of
Confucianism in Pre—Qin Period is the most distinctive and
important. It has been proved that the personality of a nation directly
affects the national stabilization and civilization. PETOC emphasized
the perfection of inner moral character and personality integrity of
individuals. Pre—Qin Confucianism emphasized that personality is the
unity of actions and morals. Personality showed itself in a person's
actions and was shaped in this process. Personality was the manifest
of human beings' ideal of morals. These ideas had far-reaching
influence on the common psychology of Chinese nation, the
production of morals and the design, pursuit and shape of ideal
personality.

This treatise discusses the goal, content, features, principles,
historic influence and values of Personality Education Theory
Confucianism in the Pre—Qin Period in a systemic and all-round way.
Part one discusses the theoretical basis of PETOC from different

aspects such as man is an integral part of nature, the theory of human
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nature, and theories of psychology. Part two analyzes the design and
pursuit of goals of PETOC from two angles of ideal personalities and
realistic personalities. Part three describes the main contents of
PETOC in all-round manner, including value of people and love of
worid, placing value upon humans rather than interests,striving
unceasingly, putting emphasis on morals rather than power, and
pursuing harmony. Part four reveals the basic features of PETOC:
placing value upon collective while belitiling individual; the
awareness of placing value upon inner learning while belittling
outside education; the reality of placing value upon strivings while
belittling superstition. Part five discusses the ways to PETOC : Outside
environment and education is the basic one while cultivating one's
inside moral character is the main one. Part six expoundes the main
principles of PETOC, which contain setting up aspirations and being
willing to achieve his ambition ; self—-example education; changing the
fault into virtue; treating oneself cautiously and environment
carefully ; knowing—acting unity. Part seven analyzes the historical
influence of PETOC from dialectical materialism and historical
materialism and makes a scientific judgment on it in order to use it
properly. Part eight puts stress on expounding the modern value of
PETOC. The article points out that PETOC, as a complete set of
theories, no matter from the detailed contents or from the level of the
theories, has reached a high standard. Tt has great referential
importance to improve the treery of modern personality education and

to build a harmony society and socialism with Chinese characteristics.
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