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Foreword

A common history is one of the basic elements for the building of a
nation. Therefore in the heyday of Western nationalism during the
nineteenth century leading public and scholarly institutions were most
eager to collect and to edit the historical sources relevant to their
people and their country. Historical sources, of course, are not the
same as national historiography. Thus in the case of Germany the
main sources for her earlier history are the reports of Roman writers
and Latin documents. And the famous modern edition of sources for
the early and mediaeval history of Germany has even a Latin name,
Monumenta Germaniae Historica. The publication of this work
started in the first part of the nineteenth century before there was a
unified political entity of Germany and contributed to the common
historical consciousness of the German nation. Publication of the
work still continues today in Germany.

Singapore, a very young nation, is just about to find her own
identity and to discover her own history. Due to her former status as a
British colony Singapore’s historical development has so far been
seen almost exclusively through the eyes of the former colonial over-
lord and the records of the former colonial administrators have been
considered as almost the only relevant historical sources. The impact
of this view, of course, cannot change automatically—almost over-
night—with independence. A new conception of national history can
only be gradually dcquired. Much patience and scholarly work are
necessary to achieve such gain. The basic requirement for the writing
of history is the collection of all relevant sources. So far, primarily
English sources have been collected whereas those in other languages
have been only occasionally paid attention to.

Since the major part of Singapore’s two million population is of
Chinese extraction it should have been expected that Chinese sources
on Singapore were well known and widely noticed. Surprisingly,
however, this is not the case—notwithstanding a few exceptions such
as the Hsing-chia-p'o f'eng-tu-chi #hn# B Lz by Li Chung-kuo
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F 5 of 1895. Whereas the relevance of Chinese sources for the
study of the history of Southeast Asia prior to the period of Western
dominance, i.e. up to the early sixteenth century, is common
knowledge since almost a century, only in recent years some pioneer
scholars such as Tan Yeok Seong & #2 (Ch’en Yii-sung), Hsii
Yiin-ch’iao #FZE## , and others have stressed the importance of and
drawn the attention to Chinese sources on the modern history of
Southeast Asia in general, and of Singapore in particular too. So far,
however, no systematical collection of the relevant materials has been
endeavoured. The first effort of this kind is Professor Jao Tsung-i’s
“A Chronological Survey of Chinese Inscriptions in Singapore and
Malaya,” published in the Journal of the Chinese Society, University
of Singapore, No. 10 (1969). Whereas this survey is merely an an-
notated list of existing stone inscriptions in Singapore and Malaya
which the author has been himself, the present work is a collection of
the complete texts of references to Singapore drawn from more than a
hundred and fifty different kinds of Chinese writings, such as various
historical records, works on politics, memorials, encyclopaedias,
literary collections, local gazetteers, family records, miscellaneous
notes, diaries, travel records, stone inscriptions, poetry, etc., up to the
end of the Imperial era in 1911. Some of these references are well
known to scholars in the field, such as the relevant passages in the
Hai-lu {§$% of 1820, or in the Nan-yang li-ts’e Fa ¥ & by Yen
Ssu-tsung EEH#R of 1830(?), but many others not. It requires the
wide reading and the scholarly experience owned by Professor Jao to
find out references such as the passages in the Ch’i-min ssu-shu
7 R PUff; by Pao Shih-ch’en @t of 1828, reflecting the author’s
view on the importance of Singapore in the context of Sino-Western
relations, or in the Ting Tso hai-fang-kao T /¢ ##F/i & , a manuscript
collection of memorials by Ting Jih-ch’ang T H & (1823-1882) and
Tso Tsung-t’ang /& 7% % (18 12—1885) suggesting for the first time the
commission of a Chinese consul to Singapore. The so far unknown
manuscript of a travel record by Wang Ch’eng-jung, Wang Ch'eng-
jung yu-li-chi F 7455 a0 , who visited Singapore in 1875 is of
particular interest. Moreover, Professor Jao has added some bibliog-
raphical and biographical notes on the sources and their authors as
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well as a scholarly introduction discussing among other topics the
different Chinese names for Singapore.

The present collection is a pioneer work in the unfolding of
Chinese sources for the history of Singapore which is going to have
its impact on the rewriting of Singapore’s national history and on the
future school textbooks, all the more, since henceforth history will be
taught in Chinese not only in the Chinese-medium schools, but in
most English-medium schools too. Some of the more important texts
would have to be translated into the other languages used in Sin-
gapore. Thus, not only in the field of academic scholarship, but also in
the field of nation building Professor Jao’s present work is a major
contribution to the new nation of Singapore.

WOLFGANG FRANKE
Early in April 1970
at Nanyang University, Singapore

Almost two decades have elapsed since the above lines have been
written. By that time it could be expected that Singapore authorities
would give more consideration to Chinese cultural traditions. But just
the reverse actually happened. A few years later, Chinese-medium
Nanyang University was closed down to be integrated into the
University of Singapore which became the new English-medium
National University. Another important work, A Collection of
Chinese Inscriptions in Singapore #1HNy #5458k by Chen
Ching-hao [# 31 and Tan Yeok Seong [ #z had to be published
outside of Singapore by The Chinese University Press in Hong Kong
in 1973. There was no possibility to have Professor Jao’s collection
be brought out in Singapore. All the more, I am happy to learn that
again The Chinese University Press is going to publish this work too.
In this way, some Singaporeans, at least, manifest their concern for
the badly neglected Chinese aspect of their county’s history. Scholars
interested in East and Southeast Asian history will greatly appreciate
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the eventual, for such a long time delayed, publication of Professor
Jao’s collection.

WOLFGANG FRANKE
October 1988
at Sun Yatsen University, Guangzhou
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