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Confucianism

Tpic 1

A. Have you heard that we are going to have a course about Confucius

next semester?

B: Really? That's what | always want to have in class.

A. | thought that it must be very difficult for us to understand.

B. A big challenge indeed!

A. How much do you know about Confucius?

B. Just some general facts. Confucius (born Kong Qiu, styled Zhong Ni)
was born in the village of Zou in the country of Lu in 551 B. C., a poor de-
scendant of a deposed noble family.

A. Confucius’s thoughts have been developed into a system of philosophy
known as Confucianism (1 % ). What’s the main idea of Confucianism?

B. His philosophy emphasized personal and governmental morality, cor-
rectness of social relationships, justice and sincerity. These values gained
prominence in China over other doctrines, such as Legalism (i %K) or Taoism
(i X ) during the Han Dynasty (206 B. C. - 220 A. D.).

A: Why is it popular again in China now?

B. It has always been very popular in China. People just didn't value it as
much as they do nowadays because they all think it hard to understand because
Confucius’ thoughts were all written in classical Chinese, which is quite differ-
ent from modern Chinese.

A. How do people find it easy to understand nowadays?

B: When a professor named Yu Dan teaches analects in modern language
and plain words on TV, people begin to have interest in it and they find so many
valuable ethics which are still practical in modern society.

A. Can you recite some of its golden sentences?

B. Of course. Such as, exploring the old and deducing the new make a
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teacher (IR & Tk, TURIFL,).
A: You already know so much about him and it’s unnecessary for you to
take the course now.

B: Just some basic facts. There are still a fot to learn about him in the
course.

c AR TR EEIT 759
: B R—EHRE X TRR
REBABNARILTREEMRE,
LR — AR !
Rk FHLFHH LR
RA—BEANER, LF (£, FHE) £TFTATHSS] £4E 0
BE, BN RENFRRENRFEH.

A: AFHERRER-—BUHKE, HREHLNER LW, Hafhi
BEEREHC BAEM 27

B: AFWEREFELE “£7, BEMMAXRAEINEEAER, T B
WHEEFE. ATRREHERE, XM ENAERY (ATH 206 £—AT
220 4) LECHEREER, ERLEHTLHESHEMN,

A: BHHAEE AT ERTRET?

B: BAEFE -—HHBBRAIT AEANEERNTRE N EEMUNAE T .
GHERAZAXEXE Y, ARNWANERERA EER,

A: BAEANE 42 X R K EMA KB T %R?

B: YFAHBRFHAELN LA AB TN ARBFTHMAEN, ANKA
REBIEREARVLME LW LIREN, BHERXET .

A: REFE—BATHEED?

B: YA, f “BHWHH, TUANL,”

A: REBAALFTHEXALLT, EABRLERLXTRT.,

B: RRMmE——, AARSATFATHAREELAREY FRK,
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Descendant n. 5%, F% Confucianism n. &x
Doctrine n. %3} Analects n. #3&
Legalism n. 3% Golden sentence n. &%
Taoismn. HZ

Words: &3 &

FRAR—EZTFRAFEE

‘Mencius was a Chinese philosopher of the fourth century B. C., whose

influence on intellectual tradition is roughly equivalent to the joint influence of
St. Paul and Aristotle on Western thought. Mengzi thought of himself as mere-
ly defending the teachings of Confucius against rival philosophical doctrines.
However, Mengzi was actually a very original thinker, whose doctrine of the
goodness of human nature went far beyond anything Confucius had said. Long
after his death, Mengzi's interpretation of Confucianism became orthodoxy,
which means that generations of Chinese intellectuals literally memorized his
work.

EFRVYEATHOHENETER, ANERAELALWYHER THYBA
FHE - REFMEELSE, TFRANBECENBRERAL CRT ¥
RERHE, ER, TFERER A EHNELR, £ T “HX
" A RELTFNETBRANRARRY, EZFHHERA, AAWEREAL
BRAELRE, BRFHERWTELRL)FHEHRWES,

To learn and to practice what is learned time and again is pleasure, is not
it? To have friends from afar is happiness, is not it7 To be unperturbed when
not appreciated by others is gentlemanly, is not it?

FH: ¥UHIZ, AFRE? EMBEEF R, FFEAFE? AFBTAR,
FREFF?

To acknowiedge what is known as known and what is not known as not
known is knowledge.

FH: XAz, FohTlim, o,
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Knowledge is not equal to devotion. Devotion is not equal to joy.

FH: nzHF A mFhd, Foadlukad,

To do a good job, one must first sharpen one’s tools.

FE: THREHE, LEMEE

Not to do to others as you would not wish done to yourself.

FE: THA&K, HET A

Learning without satiety, instructing others without being wearied.

FE: ¥WAR, #ATH,

Wishing to be established himself, seeks also to establish others, wishing
to be enlarged himself, he seeks also to enlarge others.

FH: ORIWILA, BRETEA

ALFEFE

FLE (BIS5149 A28 H<KRHEAHAH+HE> ~H479
FA4ANE<RKHIA+—>), FHhE. LTFHTE
Z, RikEA, EREHBEEEA, AFRREBERFEANE
BERRHEETR, BREROMAUSBA, HARFLHO XA
AZ—, RBTREZ-BEFEELEH (AK). BHX
T, LFTHAETEEREEF S (S LKL HBETE
HWEEEBEN); LFHtte, F£T3 5, T d
BidkmAkz b, BABAMFTER, ATFHEFAERE
ERTERGBEXE (RE) RAERREARETH
(#3R - AFHEK.
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The Four Great Inventions

: There are so many people that the tickets are all sold out!
. Luckily we got the last two.

. Look, B. The Four Great Inventions!

: Gunpowder, compass, the paper making, and the printing.
: | really admire those who made such great inventions!

® > W T P>

. Yeah, ancient Chinese were really smart!

A: They were milestones in their times. They have profound significance in
Chinese traditional culture and the world development. For example, the inven-
tion of papermaking is one of China“s special contributions to the spread and the
development of human civilizations.

B: What about the movable type printing?

A: Movable type printing began with engraving printing of Sui Dynasty (581
A. D. -618 A. D.). Bi Sheng of Song Dynasty (960 A. D. -1276 A. D.)
improved the movable type printing by making the baked clay into movable
characters for type — setting printiné; thus he accomplished a significant revolu-
tion in printing history.

B Well, | know that the compass was introduced to Europe approximately
in the 12th century. Its application to the navigation resulted in the voyage of
Columbus” discovery of the New World and Magellan’s global navigation.

A: That's true. And the Gunpowder was invented in the Song Dynasty
(960 A. D. -1276 A. D.) in China. it is the mixture of potassium nitrate,
sulfur and charcoal—elements that people took as medicine in ancient times,
hence the name “gunpowder” in Chinese means “burning medicines™.

B It really opened my eyes today, thank you!

A. You're welcome, my pleasure.
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ARET, BHBRET,
EFHREMETREF K.

%, B, WARW!

KE, HEH, ERAP A,
 REFARBGEANRAH,
 ERETFEAERRREA!

A: EMEBNRKENER, FAXBZ AN TEHEA P REE
HELETREWYW, A, BERAWRARTEARARXAEERRE 5
R #ko

B: A& R AR

A: FFHRIARUES (ATT581-6184F) WA R Y Ea X B &
RE, R¥ (ATL60-1276 &) WEABRHRBKREEFERHETHEFOR, %
BRTHREE—REANESR,

B: 2oy, RTYHAER 12 LT HA M EH WA Bk, Heh &
RATRAT FAMIHELERNT X80 WHRMAT,

A: RRRx. KARERFHAKAN, KEmAEHE, HAE, KAKBA TR
—HARAEAHBNTE, Bl “KE” APXEE “BEtge” wEE,

B: HAXRKEZAFBRE, KRHT!

A: FEA, RREE,

@ r w > o >

Milestone n. E fak Gunpowder n. X 2
Papermaking n. 45K Potassium nitrate n. & #H
Movable type printing n. & F B R A Sulfur n. #

Engraving printing n. B iR & Al A Charcoal n. K #

Compass n. & &

Words: i J&E

TRAIRA

Papermaking
In papermaking a dilute suspension of fibers in water is drained through a
screen such that a mat of randomly interwoven fibers is laid down. Water is re-
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SN
moved from this mat of fibers by pressing and drying to make paper. Most pa-
per is made from wood pulp, but other fiber sources such as cotton and textiles
may be used.

The history of papermaking can be traced to China about 105 A. D., made
by Cai Lun. Modern papermaking began in the early 1800s in Europe with the
development of the Fourdrinier machine, which produces a continuous roll of
paper rather than individual sheets.

£ N

EEET, ORI RAENEYTENAETIR, ERN B8 as, ¥
PRAK, BEES. BTHR. KSKKEDALE R, XU W5 BMEH wip
B T R RAE R KR

WHRRN T TUBHRE N AT 105 £ P EEB R BB BEEA, Kty
BARANMEBEARERERINNRBETAT IS HEEBA RN, TolS Rl
By PR AKTK T R R A R AN LK

Movable Type Printing

Different from the old - fashioned wood - block printing, it involves the
making of clay types, one for each character. This method proved to be very
scientific, for the clay types could be dismantled and thus used again. Bi
Shen’s technique was the most remarkable achievement in printing.

EFENRIAR

SHWRBRGRTENE, FFOARMRESE T, XMV 2EE WA
¥, BHNERAWBRAZFRTUFDHFELGA ., BAXTARANEHE G
R 7 3 — R MR o

Compass

Referred to as a “South - pointer”, the spoon or ladle - shaped compass
is made of magnetic lodestone, and the plate is of bronze. The circular center
represents Heaven, and the square plate represents Earth. The handle of the
spoon points south. The spoon is a symbolic representation of the Great Bear.
The plate bears Chinese characters which denote the eight main directions of
north, north - east, east, etc.
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