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Abstract

Media literacy is an integral ingredient of citizenship in modern societies. This book
begins with a scrutiny of media literacy research and related social movement as a form
of mass enlightenment within the general discourse context of reality in China. Based on
actual circumstances and needs stemming from the country’s current media ecology and
media consumption patterns of the public in general, children and youth in particular,
reports in this book aim at rendering academic services to the achievement of a symbio-
sis and a virtuous circle between mass media and citizenship, thus facilitating China’s
bid for a higher plateau of civil society development, democracy, progress, and har-
mony. The book divides into three main sections. The first, *“Media Literacy Education:
Historical Reviews and Local Experiences,” summarizes theoretical orientations and re-
orientations of media literacy research and media literacy education concepts, together
with an overview of the evolution and regional application of media literacy research in
the United States, Japan, China and China Hong Kong, China Macau, China Taiwan
area. The second section, “Media Literacy; Conceptual Explication and Application in
China” , focuses on media participation, one of the final goals of media literacy. Arti-
cles in this section have attempted to decompose the concept of media literacy into vari-
ous basic dimensions and operational indicators so as to outline, empirically for the first
time, the basic media literacy practices by the country’s general public. The final sec-
tion, “Media Content; Production and Youth Media Literacy,” investigates yet anoth-
er set of central themes in media literacy research: media text, media production, and
media reality reconstruction and the complex social and cultural norms upon which they
are based. A variety of theoretical paths and analytical angles are presented in close re-
lation with the idea of critical readings of mass media enshrined in media literacy. With
theoretical breakthroughs and social implications, this book is a collection of the most

authoritative and innovative approaches in media literacy research.
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