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Foreword

I am overjoyed to have been asked to write the foreword to TomoTherapy. This is the
first volume published anywhere completely devoted to TomoTherapy and it is fitting that it
should be published in China. China is reestablishing itself as one of the most important coun-
tries in the world. China produces the most engineers in the world, has the highest growth
rate of any country in the last decade, and is modernizing at a furious pace. There is no rea-
son that China should settle for second best. It is very natural the first book of TomoTherapy
appeared in China.

TomoTherapy is the delivery of highly intensity modulated radiation therapy. It was first
developed to deliver helical TomoTherapy but now topotherapy, also called TomoDirect, can
also be used to provide the most conformal and quick treatments. Like no other radiation ther-
apy treatment, TomoTherapy can deliver a homogeneous dose of radiation to even complex —
shaped tumors and spare as much as possible neighboring normal tissues. The most prestig-
ious hospitals in China such as PLA General Hospital, Shanghai Zhongshan, Peking Union
now all have TomoTherapy and it will not be too long before other leading cancer centers have
adopted it.

This volume is much more than a marketing tool for TomoTherapy in China. It is a refer-
ence work for treatment planning, delivery quality assurance and CT verification complete with
an extensive reference list. The book also has several excellent chapters on the clinical use of
TomoTherapy. I was very delighted to see the treatment of total marrow irradiation which 1 be-
lieve will one day be the way that all patients are prepared for bone marrow transplants.

This book will benefit both types of customers; the cancer centers that acquire Tomo-
Therapy machines and the patients who are treated by it. I am very grateful for the efforts and
love of the authors and editor because they truly believe that TomoTherapy can help patients

fight cancer better.

Thomas Rockwell Mackie, Ph. D.
Co — Inventor of TomoTherapy

Chairman of the Board of TomoTherapy Inc.
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