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 INTRODUCTION

Only the Chinese are capable

of carrying out the current
unprecedented growth of cities at
such high speed, for they are the
most practical of people. As Lin Yu
Tang declared, this pragmatism
cormes with sensitivity and humor.
However, the Chinese are the first
to admit they are not a highly
idealistic people, and perhaps lack
the inclination to dream. Even the
three religions and philosophies
Buddhism, Taoism and
Confucianism, have been diluted
to a practical level in China.

These national characteristics go
to explain why there are so few
Chinese books on contemporary
approaches to urban planning -




new approaches require a good
deal of idealism. Another reason
18 that criticism is not taken
lightly in this countryl

This book is about China’s urban
planning, unprecedented in both
scale and speed. It is about our
WOrk over the past nine years, in
which we have been developing a
concept, originally devised with
Steve Whitford, called Networks
Cities — urbanism with its land
uses organized into networks

of continuity, adjacency and
superpogition. If applied logically,
shrewdly and inventively, it can
form a framework for cities
which are flexible, humane and
sustainable.

The book reveals the concept

of Networks Cities in praojects,




strategies, essays and designs,
none of which are utopian. They
are raw, real and pragmatic,
produced at unavoidable speed
and within the confines of
Chinese planning orthodoxies.
Yet between and beyond the
networks there exists the stuff of
dreams - of immanence, surprise
and sensation.
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HOW TO READ THIS BOOK Uiiorfzhsemi+s

This book can be read in many ways. If you are
interested in the networks cities concept, then
move straight into any of the projects and review
the diagrams first. You can deepen this practical
understanding by reading the Methods section. If
you are interested in China, then read the Context
and Records sections, and Peter Rowe's essay "Net-
works Cities and China's Urban Peripheries"”. You
could also jump right into the theory surrounding
networks cities by reading one or more of the es-
says. Alternatively you can wander - move from
essay to project to methods to context and back
again - to build a comprehension of the networks
cities concept and the Chinese situation. Read be-
low to quickly locate items of interest.

= "Networks"

For a detailed explanation of the objectives and
workings of the networks cities strategy, read Jens
Eberhardt's illustrated essay.

= "Super-Zoned Cities"

For an overview of the default planning formula
and the procurement process applied throughout
China read this extensive essay, page 48.

= BRIz

essays itxX

= "Networks and Enclaves”

For a fast and clear positioning of networks cities
within urban design theory, read Kim Dovey's “Net-
works and Enclaves”, page 108.

= "Sharpening Blunt Instruments for Better Cities"
For theoretical and practical insights from the ini-
tiator of the networks approach, read Steve Whit-
ford's illustrated essay, page 164.

= "Networks Cities and China's Urban Peripheries”
For an overview of historical, cultural, political
and economic factors influencing urban plan-
ning in China today, read Peter Rowe's essay,
page 30.

= "On Two City Forms"

For a comparison of occidental urbanism with
oriental urbanism and for further contemporary
philosophical links, read Rick Dolphijn's essay,
page 212.



= "Networks Cities and Ecological Habitats"
For a landscape ecology perspective on networks cit-
ies, read Gill Lawson's illustrated essay, page 250.

= “The Symbiosis, Hobart 2053"

For a collage of science fiction, philosophy and
climate science, see this distopian networks city
exhibit, page 293.
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Each project page is organised into colour bands.
If you are interested in landscape, then follow the
green background band in the project pages. If
your interest is commerce in the city, then follow

the orange background. For housing issues, follow
the white band. Other land uses that are specific to
each project are found in the blue bands. The gen-
eral arrangement and framework of each project is
shown on the multicoloured striped background.

= City of Integrated Industry:

Xinyu City Extension (25 sq km)

For integration of light industry within the living
city, see Xinyu, a 25sqkm city extension which won
first place in invited competition, page 56.

= |deological City:

Xi'an CBD High-Tech District (1.9 sq km)

For a spatial manifestation of history, politics and
society, see the Xi'an CBD proposal, page 92.

= Residential City 1:

Chengdu East (9.2 sq km)

To see strategies for dealing with new residential dis-
tricts and to view a city park network used as preser-
vation strategy see the Chengdu East project, page 14.

= Residential City 2:

Chengdu West (10.4 sq km)

To view a medium-density networks city proposal
with a variety of street and park typologies, and
which incorporates villages into the city, see the
Chengdu West project, page 126.

= Residential City 3:

Chengdu Fenghuang Mountain (10.2 sq km)

To understand more strategies for dormitory cities
and to view an absolutely continuous green network
and a Linear Activities District, go to the Chengdu
Fenghuang Mountain project, page 280.

= Exquisite Corpse:

Genetic City Caofeidian (140 sq km)

For relief from the pragmatics of urbanisation, see
this collaborative star architects' city, page 302.




= Networks of Learning: Huai'An
University District (21.5 sq km) To see a mosaic of
universities supported by networks of learning, see
Huai'An University City, page 152.

= Networks Landscape:

Lanxi Blue River Housing Landscape (0.3 sq km)
For a closer look at an individual mega-housing
project and at how the networks strategy can be ap-
plied at a landscape scale, see the Lanxi Blue River
project, page 202.

= Networked Public Spaces:

Lin Ping New City Center (1.3 sq km)

See Lin Ping for networks applied to interconnect
the city via programmed urban space typologies: lin-
eal plazas, arcades, lanes, programmed bridges and
parks, page 232.

= City of Innovation:

Xiasha New City Center (5.1 sq km)

To see networks facilitate cross-fertilization in the
creative city, see the Xiasha city centre project,
page 110.

= Symbiotic City: Xiasha (178 sq km)

To see networks applied for maximum environmental
benefit, go to Symbiotic City, Hangzhou, page 258.
This 178 sq km project rethinks the urban-rural bal-
ance of the megapolis and moves towards closing the
loop of water, waste, food and energy.

s —{RIE T 235 #ﬁ?iﬁtﬁiﬁkc (25km?)

+ R=ly
FAERIAR 5

s ABHH: RERE (8.2km')

w ABYWh2. AEBTEERHE (10.4km’)

s ME— 223 ﬁﬁa*j (140 km?)

Li 30203

1.5km?)
RERI




BARTIE): IE?#ﬁC*ﬁiFﬁ‘?'u (1.3km*)

records iC5

=% T = Photos
For revelations of the scope and complexity which
underlies China's massive urbanisation, find Greg
. T (178km?) Girard's photos clustered throughout the book.

g4

= 3 x Tkm? Case Studies

For an understanding of how the planning formula
is landing on the ground, and to observe detailed
pockets of Shanghai's urbanity, see the three urban
design case studies, page 306.

sites EfAt17PR

= Honggiao Park

To gain an insight into the motivations behind the
creation of public space in China, and for a view of
public park life, see this built site, page 172.

FE 2R Eisamh
= City of Continuous Program: Jin Qiao Leisure Centre ¥ 30603
To see the networks strategy used ambitiously
to create urbanity on a single site, see this built

complex, page 36.
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