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PREFACE

Changzhou lies in the beautiful and richly endowed Yangtze
River Delta. It is a famous cultural city with age-long history in
South China.

Since the late Spring-and-Autumn period when Ji Zha of
the Wu State was enfeoffed In Yanling, the literally recorded
history of Changzhou has lasted for over 2,600 years. From
the Western Jin Dynasty, Changzhou was all along the seat
of a prefecture or a district. In the Qing period, Changzhou
Prefecture administrated eight counties, so it was praised as
“an important area in the Wu land and a famous center with
eight counties.” For several successive dynasties Changzhou
flourlshed economically and culturally, winning a good name in
imperial examinations and brought up people of talent generation
after generation. Especially in the Qing period, there appeared
five nationally-influential schools, I.e. Changzhou painting
school, Changzhou c¢i poetic school, Changzhou school of the
Confucian classics in the Han period version, Yanghu literary
school and Menghe medical school. It is completely reasonable
that Gong Zizhen, a celebrated thinker of the Qing period,
commended the clty with admiration in his poetic sentences
‘People with literary reputation under heaven come largely from
certain regions, yet those from Changzhou are matchless in
number throughout Southeast China.”"

The Changzhou Museum was found in 1958. Through 50
years of development and with the joint efforts of generations of
its workers and the generous support from various social circles,
today it has become a considerable-scale integrated museum
of regional history (including its children's museum of nature,
the only one in Jiangsu Province). Its collections have exceeded
20,000 cultural relics with the Liangzhu Culture jades, the
Spring-and-Autumn period proto-celadon, the Song and Yuan
lacquer-ware and the Ming and Qing calligraphy and paintings
as their characteristics, among which are a number of extremely
valuable objects, such as the Southern Song period lacquered
toilet boxes with gilt incised design, the Song period shadowy
blue seated Avalokitesvara and other national-grade treasures.

In the 50-year course since the Museum's founding, it
changed its site three times. In the early period it was located
in the Hongmei Pavilion of Hongmei Park. From there it was
moved to the Tianning Temple a little later and again to the
Qingliang Temple in September 1983, but the condition of work
was always rather poor. Nevertheless, for the development of
the Museum's cause, generations of our antiquarian workers
made steadfast and assiduous efforts and obtained gratifying
achievements in cultural relics collection, archaeological
excavation, exhibits preparation and organization, and scientific
research, which impelled greatly our antiquaries’ fervor of striving
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for success. Indeed, the Changzhou Museum people went
through an extraordinary yet fruitful 50-year course with the spirit
of loyalty to the cause, unremittingly exerting themselves, willing
to dedication and being bold in making innovations.

With care and support from the Party committee and
government of Changzhou City, the Museum’s new site was
completed and began to open to the public on 28 April 2007.
It is novel in appearance, complete in equipment, advanced in
function and full of flavor of the times. It has a total area of 23,095
sg m (including the communal space and technical rooms).
The whole building consists of five floors: four on the ground
and one under it. The first to third floors are for exhibition, and
the underground and fourth ones are storerooms and offices.
The exhibition space measures approximately 10,000 sq m
and comprises nine halls, which service mainly to the following
subjects. 1) The exhibition of Changzhou history and culture.
It is organized according to the developmental line of the city’
s ancient history, displays select Changzhou cultural relics and
reflects the basic cultural contents of the present region. 2) The
exhibition of natural environments. This is a characteristic feature
of our institution as a provincial integrated museum. It combines
knowledge with interest and the expression of mutual actions.
3) The Xie Zhiliu art gallery. It exhibits Mr. Xie's art career and
accomplishments. 4) The exhibition of the mahogany furniture
Liu Guojun presented, a complete set of rare and invaluable
mahogany articles handed down from the late Qing period. 5) The
organization of various exhibitions in times of need. For over a year
since the opening of the new building, our Museum, with its novel
and unique appearance, advanced and perfect facilities, rich and
fine exhibitions and excellent and effective service, have welcomed
numerous visitors from all directions and won positive remarks
and favorable comments from the antiquarian and museological
profession and people in all walks of life.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the founding
of the Changzhou Museum as well as the first anniversary of
the opening of its new building, we compile and publish the
present series of classic books (five volumes) for offering to
readers. This series shows 449 select cultural relics collected
in our Museum, which fall into the classes of calligraphy,
paintings, porcelain, lacquer-, gold- and silver-ware, and jades
and pictorial bricks. It is our purpose that the broad readers,
through these volumes, will see and appreciate the elegant
appearance and distinctive charm of the Museum-collected
cultural relics, get more knowledge of Changzhou's age-long
history and local characteristics, and raise their feelings of loving
our motherland and hometown.-Meanwhile, the publication of
the series will show the harmonious and sustained developrment
of Changzhou, as well as the superiority of its unique resources.
We hope that this set of books will be helpful to strengthen
the city's soft cultural force and to practicing and applying the
concept of scientific development, which will be also a bit of
contribution of our Changzhou Museum colleagues to the city's
economic and social development.

Director of Changzhou Museum  Chen Lihua
October 2008
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Flared Lacquered Object

Wooden Oar
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Wooden Bolts
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Lacquered Bowl with the Inscription “Wan Shou Chang Zhu
JiAAE” (Longevity)
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Petal-shaped Lacquered Box
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Black-lacquered Basin with a Lobed Rim

Black-lacquered Spittoon
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Petal-shaped Black-lacquered Toilet Box
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Petal-shaped Black-lacquered Bowl with the Inscription
“Chang Zhou & "
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Red-lacquered Basin with a Lobed Rim

Lacquered Basin
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Lacquered Boxes
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Petal-shaped Lacquered Dish with a Flat Bottom

Red-lacquered Hair Omament

Writing Brush
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Semilunar Gold-covered Wooden Comb
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Lotus-petal-shaped Red-lacquered Toilet Box with Gilt incised Human
and Flower Design
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Petal-shaped Lacquered Toilet Box
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Rectangular Lacquered Box with Gilt Fine-incised Landscape
on a Black Ground
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Rectangular Red-lacquered Box with Gilt Incised Human and Flower Design
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Black-lacquered Handled Mirror Box with Carved Design
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Black-lacquered Washer
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Lacquered Boxes with a Silver-covered Rim
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Petal-shaped Lacquered Dish
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Lacquered Cup and Saucer

Wooden Chair
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Silk-made Brushes with Bamboo Handles

%]‘@%jﬁ’[’]’%ﬁﬂ ........................................................................... 032

Black-lacquered Bamboo Brush with Carved Design

Wooden Axle for Painting Scroll
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Semilunar Wooden Comb Inlaid with Pearls
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Bamboo Comb with Double Edges and Fine Teeth

T (aff)

Small-sized Bamboo Picking Tools
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Lacquered Bowl with Phagspa Seript
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Lacquered Bowl with Phagspa Script
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" Black-lacquered Bowl

Wooden Spoon
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Lacquered Cup with Carved Design
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Wooden Cup Covered in Silver

Wooden Chopsticks Covered in Silver
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Wooden Combs

Woaoden Comb with Double Edges and Fine Teeth
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Ying Yuan Gold Coin
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Gold Earrings
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Gold Back of a Comb
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Gold Plaques
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Silver Ingots
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Spiral Finger-ring in Gold
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Gold Bracelets
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Silver Hairpin with a Ball-shaped
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Gold Hairpin with Peony Desian
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Silver Hairpin with an Agate Head Decorated with a Gold Frog
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Gourd-shaped Earrings in Gold
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Gold Hairpins with Raised Cl
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Gold Omament with Intertaced Phoenix and Flower Design
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Gilt Bronze Belt-omaments
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Gold Belt-buckle and Pendants

“REKRE" &Mtk (2fF)

“Tian Xia Tai PingF T AF-"-inscribed Gold Omaments
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Gold Omaments
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Fungus shaped Hairpin in Gold
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Fungus shaped Hairpin in Gold
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Gold Hairpin with a Ruby-decorated ’\/{SD'(IS
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Buddha-shaped Omament in Gold
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Gold Hairpin with Sanskrit Script ; 2
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Buddha-shaped Silver Omament
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Square Silver Box with the Characters “F
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Silver Characters : !
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Silver Ornaments
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Fungus shaped Silver Ormaments with Interlaced Flower Design
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Round-sieve-shaped Magic Pendants in Silver
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Magic Pendants in Silver
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Three-strand-twined Silver Bracelets
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“Xin He TaififlIZ -inscrived Siver Bracelets
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