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Essay 1

Aladdin® and Magic® Lamp

The Arabian Nights®

Long, long ago, in the country of
Persia® , there was a little boy called
Aladdin. He lived with his mother, a poor
widow®. He and his mother worked very
hard, but still they did not have enough
food to eat.

Far from Persia, there was the country of
Egypt®. In Egypt there was a magician®.
He had heard that there was a magic lamp
in Persia, and that the lamp can do
everything for the man who has it.

The magician came to Persia to get the
lamp. He found out that the lamp was
buried in a deep cave, and the opening of
the cave was too small for him to get in. ‘I
need to get a little boy to help me,” the
magician thought to himself. ‘After he
brings the lamp to me, I’ll leave him in the
cave, so that nobody else will know about
this magic lamp.’

Then he came to the village where

@ Aladdin /a'lsedin/
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@ * magic /‘medgrl/ adf.
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@ Persia /'pafo/ n. &
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® = widow /'widau/ n.
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® Egypt /'idzpt/ n. %
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@ magician /mo'dgifn/ n.
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Aladdin lived, and grabbed® the boy up.
When they arrived at the cave, the
magician said to the boy, ‘I want you to go
down this cave. There is a lighted lamp
buried somewhere in the cave. Find it and
bring it t6 me.’ And before the boy went
down, the magician gave him a ring to help
him to find his way in that cave.

Aladdin slipped down to the bottom of
the cave, and there he found a beautiful
garden. There were all kinds of trees and
fruit, and on the ground there were rubies®
and pearls®. The boy was dazzled®; he
picked as many rubies as he could. ‘I'll take
these rubies to my mother,’ he thought,

‘then we can buy some good food. ’

Just then he saw the lamp the magician
had been looking for. He didn’t know what
the lamp was for, but he took it back to the

2

® * grab /greb/ v. AL

@ ruby /'ruty/ n. 4
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@ * pearl /pl/ n. %%
@ * dazzle /'deezi/ v.
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Essay 1 Aladdin and Magic Lamp g{%

opening of the cave, just as the magician
had told him to. ‘Here is the lamp,’ the
boy called.

‘Give the lamp to me first,’ answered
the magician, ‘and I'll help you out of the
cave.’

But Aladdin was a clever boy. ‘No,’
he said. ‘You let me out first, then I'll give
you the lamp. ’

The evil® magician got very angry. He
blocked the opening of the cave, thus
leaving the boy in the inside forever.

Aladdin felt helpless® and cried. Then
he remembered the ring that the magician
gave him, and began to rub it. Suddenly a
genie® rose right before his eyes. ‘I’m the
slave of the ring,’ the genie said. ‘What do
you want from me?’

‘Take me home!’ Aladdin ordered.
Woosh® I'They were back at his home in a
second, and found Aladdin’s mother crying
for the disappearing of her son.

Aladdin showed the rubies and the lamp to
his mother. ‘What can the lamp do?’ the
woman asked, as she rubbed the lamp.

Before she finished her words, a giant®
genie appeared. ‘I'm the genie of the magic
lamp, ’ roared® the genie. ‘What do you

want from me?’

@ % evil /livl/adj. ¥
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@ * helpless /'helpls/ adj.
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The woman, very surprised at seeing him,
said, ‘I want some food. > Immediately there it
was: a big table of nice food—food that they
had not seen for their whole life!

From that day on, Aladdin and his
mother worried no more; the genie of the
Jamp came with plenty of good food
whenever they wanted.

Then one day, Aladdin saw the
princess® of Persia passing by the village.
She was so attractive® that Aladdin fell in
love at once. ‘I want to marry the
princess,’ he told his mother. So he took
out the magic lamp and ordered, ‘Make me
the richest man in the country.’

Thus Aladdin, now the richest man in the
country, took a lot of precious® presents to the
Sultan® of Persia, and said, *I'd like to marry
your daughter.’ The Sultan was pleased to hear
this. A grand wedding® took place, and
Aladdin married the beautiful princess and
lived a happy life with her.

Several years later, when the Egyptian®
magician found out that Aladdin had escaped®
from the cave and became rich, he was very
jealous® and angry. He went to the palace of
Persia, and persuaded the princess to give the
magic lamp to him. As soon as he got hold of
it, the magician told the lamp to take the

4
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princess and the whole palace away into his
own country, Egypt.

When Aladdin found his wife
missing® , he got out the ring and rubbed it
for help. The genie of the ring appeared
and told him that the magician had taken
the palace to Egypt. ‘Bring it back to me!’
shouted Aladdin. But the genie of the ring
was not as powerful as that of the magic
lamp, and couldn’t do that.

‘Take me to the palace, then,’
Aladdin said. Woosh! There he was, in
front of his palace in Egypt. He saw the
princess sitting at the window, and asked
about the magic lamp.

‘The magician has taken it with him,’
the princess said. Aladdin thought for a
while and started to whisper to her ...

That evening the princess put on her
best clothes and looked prettier than ever.
When the magician came back, she
persuaded him to drink wine with her. The
magician drank on and on, and was drunk®
at last. Then the princess stole the lamp
from him and gave it to Aladdin.

The rest of the story goes—as you
already know—that Aladdin and his wife
led a happy life thereafter®. ..

@ + missing /'musiy/
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@  drunk /drank/ adj.
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Air Door No. 12 fgf

Baldomero Lillo®

Little Barboro stuck to his father’s legs
de/sperately‘@. Some great noise thundered
in his ears and made him sick. It was the
first time that he went into the lift®, and
he felt like being dropped into a
bottomless® dark hole. He and his father
were falling at a dazing® speed in total
darkness. Barboro looked up at the
pithead® with wonder and fear, trying to
figure out how he had been swallowed® by
this awesome® black monster®.

Finally the lift landed on the ground
with a thump®. The shrill® shriek® of the
iron cord® and the thick groan® of the
chains got on his nerves® and made him
shudder®.

He walked after his father along the
tunnel®. They were quite early; most of
the miners® had not come to work yet. It
took a while for his eyes to get used to the
darkness, but there was hardly anything to

6
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@ shrill /frl/ adj. # %
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@ shriek /frik/ n. K™%
@ * cord /kod/ n. %,
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see here except for the pits® dug out of the
ribs®. The boy was pretty sure that he
would get lost in this labyrinth® if he were
here alone.

About forty metres to the shaft?, the
boy and his father stopped before a certain
pit. A lamp, blackened® by the coal dust,
hung still on the ceiling. The dismal® light
given out from the lamp made the whole
space look like a tomb. At the farthest end
of the pit sat an old foreman®, who was
reading the roster® at the desk in front of
him. The old man had a deathly? pale face
and a pair of weary® eyes. ‘He is like a
dead man already,’ the boy thought.

Barboro’s father walked up to the
foreman and said humbly®, ‘I’ve brought
my boy, mister®,’

The foreman raised his old eyes for a
close examination at the tiny body of the
boy, who tried to hide himself behind his
father like a frightened rabbit®. He didn’t
seem impressed by this undersized® child.
Barboro on his part didn’t know why he was
being stared at like this, but as he looked
back from behind his father, he knew that
somehow® he was not up to® the standard
of this old man.

‘Is he eight already?’ the foreman

Essay 2 Air Door No. 12 @?F@

@+ groan /graun/ n.
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@ » tunnel /'tanl/ n.
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@ deathly /'de6li/ adv.
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questioned.

“Yes, mister,”’ his father answered.

‘But he can hardly do anything yet.
You’d better send him to school first, then
bring him to this damn® tomb. ’

‘Mister,’ the father got anxious on
hearing this and begged, ‘you know how
things are for me. I have a big family; there
are seven mouths at home to feed and I alone
cannot earn® enough bread. Please take this
boy, mister. He is the son of a miner, and he
should do what his father does. ’

The old man, stubborn® as he was,
seemed to be touched. He looked up again;
his heart went all out for the child as he
looked into his innocent® eyes. He knew
that this was just another boy who had been
born to be poor and was going to die
young. Like other sons of a miner, he had
been ripped® from every single chance to
enjoy life and be happy. The foreman
moved his eyes away from the boy and
stared at the father; like other miners, this
was an unlucky man, crashed® by the
weight of poverty and heavy work.
Something deep inside him made the
foreman change his mind. He whistled® to
the left side of the pit. A dark shadow

appeared at the entrance.
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‘Julio,’ the foreman called to the
shadow. ‘Take this boy to No. 12. He’ll
take the place of Jose’s son—that child who
was Killed in the accident yesterday. ’

Then, turning around, he barked® at
the thanking father, ‘Watch yourself, you
lazybones®. You didn’t make up to the
quota® fast month. If you keep it this way,
I'll replace® you with someone else. ’

After this he waved at the father to let
him go.

The father and his son went silently away.
They followed Julio along the tracks in the
long dark tunnel, their footsteps® sounding
against the walls. The father walked with his
head hanging on his chest, beaten® by life.
Barboro trotted® along, holding his father’s
hand as tight as he could. He could think of
nothing for what had just happened was
beyond this young boy, but the sickening®
noise in his ears grew louder and louder and
made him breathless®.

Before he could realize what was to
come next, he heard Julio say ‘Here we
are’ and found himself in front of a heavy
wooden door. On the door there was the
number ‘12°. ‘So that was what they called
the “air door”,” the boy thought. He was
glad he could finally make something out®

Essay 2 Air Door No. 12

@ bark /bak/ v. Hoi;
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n. WEk
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for the first time since he was suddenly
woken up by his father this morning, and
then taken here. He had been very willing
to have a look at the mine, for his father
talked nothing else but the mine at home;
but now that he was here, he didn’t like
what he saw at all.

Then there came a rumble® of a coal
cart along the tracks under their feet.
Before he could realize what was
happening, the coal cart arrived at the
gate. As every good boy would do,
Barboro jumped at his feet at once and
opened the wooden door for the cart to go
through. The cart rumbled by. Julio and
the boy’s father looked very satisfied with
the boy’s quick reaction®.

‘He is already a good miner,’ thought
the father. He bent down toward his son
and began to stroke® the boy’s hair. He was
sorry for the boy, for sure, because he
knew what kind of fate was waiting for
him. But what else could he do?!

And Barboro, not used to this
tenderness from his father, began to be
suspicious® . Suddenly he thought he knew
why he was taken here, and he cried out.

‘Father,’ he screamed®. ‘Take me
home!’ He caught hold of® his father by
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