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Their adventures are wild, dare devilish, and teeter on the brink of
romance, but memories of Edward pervade Bella’s emotions, and soon
their fun quickly morphs into danger, especially when she uncovers
the true identities of Jacob and his pack of friends. Less streamlined
than yet just as exciting, will more than feed the
bloodthirsty hankerings of fans of the first volume and leave them
breathless for the third.

— Hillias J. Martin, New York Public Library
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Which is tempting you more,-my blood or my body? Things are
heating up between Bella Swan and her vampire boyfriend, Edward

Cullen, in this sequel to the immensely popular (2005). The

writing is a bit melodramatic, but readers won’t care. Bella’s dismay :

at being ordinary (after all, she’s only human) will strike a chord even

among girls who have no desire to be immortal, and like the vampires

who watch Bella bleed with fevered eyes, teens will relish this new :

adventure and hunger for more.

— Cindy Dobrez, writer '
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' sabella Bella Swan moves from sunny Phoenix, Arizona to

rainy Forks, Washington to live with her father, Charlie, while

her mother, Renée, travels with her new husband, Phil Dwyer, a minor

league baseball player. Bella attracts much attention at her new school

and is quickly befriended by several students. Much to her dismay,
several boys compete for shy Bella’s attention.

When Bella is seated next to Edward Cullen in class on her first
day of school, Edward seems utterly repulsed by her. He disappears
for a few days, but warms up to Bella upon his return; their newfound
relationship reaches a climax when Bella is nearly run over by a fellow
classmate’s van in the school parking lot. Seemingly defying the laws
of physics, Edward saves her life when he instantaneously appears next
to her and stops the van with his bare hands.

Bella becomes determined to find out how Edward saved her life,
and constantly pesters him with questions. After tricking a family
friend, Jacob Black, into telling her the local tribal legends, Bella
concludes that Edward and his family are vampires who drink animal
blood rather than human. Edward confesses that he initially avoided
Bella because the scent of her blood was too desirable to him. Over
time, Edward and Bella fall in love.

Their relationship is disturbed when another vampire coven
sweeps into Forks. James, a tracker vampire who is intrigued by /i

Ilens relationship with a human, wants to hunt Bella for sport.
The ¢ «/lens attempt to distract the tracker by splitting up Bella and
Edward, and Bella is sent to hide in a hotel in Phoenix. There, Bella
receives a phone call from James, who claims to be holding her mother
captive. When Bella surrenders herself, James attacks her. Before she

is killed, Edward, along with the other ¢ ///¢/15, rescues her and defeats



James. Once they realize that James has bitten Bella’s hand, Edward
successfully sucks the venom from her bloodstream and prevents her
from becoming a vampire, after which she is brought to a hospital. Upon
returning to Forks, Bella and Edward attend their school prom and Bella

expresses her desire to become a vampire, but Edward refuses.
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When life offers you a dream so far beyond any of your expectations,
it’s not reasonable to grieve when it comes to an end.
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I do a good job of blocking painful, unnecessary things from my memory.
FRREA Y . B E SR BT 1o

It was nice to be alone, not to have to smile and look pleased; a
relief to stare dejectedly out the window at the sheeting rain and
let just a few tears escape.
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Sometimes I wondered if I was seeing the same things through my
eyes that the rest of the world was seeing through theirs. Maybe
there was a glitch in my brain.
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] stared because their faces, so different, so similar, were all
devastatingly, inhumanly beautiful.
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I felt a surge of pity, and relief. Pity because, as beautiful as they were,
they were outsiders, clearly not accepted. Relief that I wasn’t the only
newcomer here, and certainly not the most interesting by any standard.
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