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SECTION 1
Dialogue

Applying for the position of an official
of the Internal Revenue Service

Interviewee: Nice to meet you. I am here for an interview as
requested.

Interviewer: Nice to meet you, too. I am Wang Ling, the Personnel
Officer. Tell me a little bit about yourself, please.

Interviewee: My name is Li Yu. I was born in 1980 and graduated

from Shanxi Finance and Taxation College. My
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major is taxation.

Interviewer: Our advertisement says English competence is one of
the key requirements of this position. Then how do
you think of your proficiency in written and spoken
English?

Interviewee: I have learned English for 10 years, and I have
passed College English Test Band 4 and 6. My
spoken English is fairly good enough to express
myself fluently and communicate with native
speakers.

Interviewer: What special skills do you have?

Interviewee: [ have experience in computer operation, and I'm
proficient in Microsoft Windows, including Microsoft
Word and Excel.

Interviewer: Have you obtained any certificate of technical
qualifications or license?

Interviewee: Yes, I have obtained a Computer Operation Qualification
Certificate and a driver’s license.

Interviewer: OK, very good. The staff in our department should
be proficient in tax policies, the tax business, the

financial accounting methods, and the production and



11

@Y BHHEE | sHuwuvine o

-

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

management processes in enterprise. How about your
academic study?

I have been doing quite well at college and I hope
to be able to make practical use of my knowledge
in your department. My specialization at college
is just in line with the areas your department deals
with.

In addition to the direct tax civil service, employees
in the tax authorities should carry out statutory duties
and responsibilities, build a harmonious relationship
with taxpayers and establish the idea of service for
taxpayers. What about your ability to communicate
with others?

I like meeting various kinds of people and have good
interpersonal relationship. So I think I am competent
for the work.

All right. We shall inform you as soon as we make

our decision.
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v ~ SECTION I
- (Further Study

What is Tax?

The kid had swallowed a coin and it got stuck in his throat,
and his mother ran out in the street yelling for help. A man passing
by took the boy by his shoulders and hit him with a few strong
strokes on the back, and then he coughed the coin out.

“I don’t know how to thank you, doc ..."”, his mother started.

“I'm not a doctor”, the man replied, “I'm from the IRS”

(Internal Revenue Service).
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A nervous taxpayer was unhappily conversing with the IRS
Tax auditor who had come to review his records.

At one point the auditor exclaimed, “Mr. Carelton, we feel it
is a great privilege to be allowed to live and work in the USA, As
a citizen you have an obligation to pay taxes, and we expect you
to eagerly pay them with a smile.”

“Thank God.” returned Mr. Carelton, with a giant grin on his
face, “I thought you were going to want me to pay with cash.”

* ok ok Kk *

From the above two stories, we know that tax is everywhere
in our daily life. “In this world nothing is certain but death and
tax”, said by Benjamin Franklin. Then, what is tax?

Tax is a fee charged by a government on a product, income,
or activity. If tax is levied directly on personal or corporate

income, then it is a direct

BB R F

tax. If tax is levied on the
price of a good or service,
then it is called an indirect

tax. The purpose of taxation

is to finance government
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expenditure. One of the most important uses of taxes is to finance

public goods and services, such as street lighting and cleaning.

Since public goods and services do not allow a non-payer to be

excluded, or allow exclusion by a consumer, there cannot be a

market in the good or service, so they need to be provided by the

government or a quasi-government agency, which tend to finance

themselves largely through taxes.

revenue /'revenju:/

Internal Revenue Service
proficient  /prou'fifant/
statutory /'steet jutart/
converse  /kan'vas/
giant /'dzatent/
grin /grm/
business tax

value added tax

taxpayer  /'teeks,pera/
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charge /tladz/ v fiEW

levy /Nevt/ i fiEWe, BRBL, B R
direct tax HEER

indirect tax ] et

exdude  /iks'klud/  w BRSL, HERR, 1R 48
quasi-government agency BT RPN
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