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PREFACE

Among the over 30000 species of higher plants of China, the
resources of wild flowers (including flowering shrubs) take a promi-
nent position. They have wide distribution areas, numerous species,
diverse forms and rich colours that are enjoyed and loved by people,
and have contributed to the development of ornamental horticulture
and urban landscape gardening and greening. Since the 1950’s, with
the view of further developing and utilizing the rich plant resources,
various provinces and autonomous regions have undertaken large-
scale surveys of resources, and the Chinese Academy of Sciences
has organized in-depth scientific explorations in some key areas, with
the result of large amounts of valuable plant resources, including many
precious wild flowers, being discovered.

It was felt desirable to synthesize and present the achievements
made in recent years in the investigation of wild flower resources, in
order to promote exchanges both within this country and with other
countries, to stimulate the development of ornamental horticulture
in China, to satisfy the need of horticulturists in other countries to
learn about the rich wild flower resources and progresses in the
studies on them in China, and to open up the way to international
cooperation in advancing the rational commercial utilization of these
resources, so that they will further contribute to the development of
world ornamental horticulture. Consequently, the Board of Directors
of the Chinese Association of Botanical Gardens decided to organize
specialists engaged in wild flower researches in botanical gardens
and botanical institutes throughout the country to produce this book
of Wild Flowers of China. Chinese specialists and scholars in the
field of botany have actively responded to the decision and the Tianjin
Education Press has given its great support.

This book illustrates 748 wild flowers belonging to 300 genera
and 80 families. Each wild flower is shown in 1-3 colour photographs
taken in the field, with its morphological characters, flowering time,
distribution, habitat, and sometimes also uses briefly described. The
families are arranged according to Engler ’s system of plant taxonomy,
and the genera and species within each family are arranged in alpha-
betical order. An index to Chinese names of the plants and an index
to their Latin names are provided .

The book has had the surveys and in-depth scientific explora-
tions of Chinese wild plant resources as its basis. It is the result of the
collective efforts of the specialists and experienced research workers
in over 20 botanical gardens, botanical institutes and relevant
universities and colleges of Beijing, Wuhan, South China, Turpan,
Guilin, Lanzhou, Shenzhen, Mingin etc., who have contributed their
precious materials accumulated through many years for selection and
compilation. It is a reference book containing high-quality colour
photographs of wild flower taxa of the greatest number and from the
most diverse places ever presented in China, and is indispensable to
the understanding of the present situation and to the research and
utilization of Chinese wild flowers.

The Editorial Committee of Wild Flowers of China July 1996
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M=%} Ephedraceae

1104 fk s  Ephedra gerardiana Wall. ex C. A. Mey.

#iefl  Ephedraceae

HEAS, ik lm. FET . 1B 4-5 H o 77T P AT A ra b
Z5 FA VG AL B AU PE e . A TR 2900-5300m 11 | L1 B

et
Shrub to 1m high. Flowers yellow, opening in April and May.

Distributed in E. to S. Tibet, N. W. Yunnan and S. W. Sichuan, growing

on dry mountain slopes at 2900-3500m.

iRk Ephedra intermedia Schrenk

Jp#R}  Ephedraceae

HEA, Wik Tm. MEREACPIN R AR, 206, B S—6 .
P EAMVEILER . AL T PEER. Ak, thvh . NS, BRPE. HOR .
T CHTERAIVU R . TR 800—3800m YL . Vb HILAI
ik XK EE,

Shrub to 1m high. Pistillate flowers with fleshy, red bracts when
mature. Flowering in May and June. Distributed in N. W. Jilin, W. Liaoning,
Hebei, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Xinjiang and S.

Tibet, growing on mountain slopes, in sandy places and gravelly gobi

deserts, at 800-3800m.




=B8&%] Saururaceae £ FXF| Chloranthaceae

Pet4:32 2% Chloranthus

angustifolius Oliv.

4x32%%}  Chloranthaceae

ZAEAEEA, 5 30—-50cm.
BRARAE P 2k, <3k 10cm, 16
F. B 4-6 H. 7= Fiide
(R FRAZRAREX) FPY 2R
o A= TR 150—1200m 1411
AR B e YA i A

Perennial herb 30-50cm high.
Spikes terminal, up to 10cm long;
flowers white, opening from April
to June. Distributed in Hubei(Li-
chuan, Shennongjia forest region)
and E. Sichuan, growing in forests
on mountain slopes or in shady
grasses by ditches, at 150-1200m.

F1ti#s  Gymnotheca involucrata Pei

= 1% F} Saururaceae

ZAEA AR, Z4H, K18-50cm. M. JE. BAREFAET
2 BES, S, EEA 3-4 AR A, fE/, Jofew, A
Wesid. e 5-6 Ho R TRUIFISEMN . AT K 600—-1000m
FA PRI Ab R HE A, A FREAZY .

Perennial herb with creeping stem 18-50cm long. Leaves cordate.
Racemes borne in upper part of stem, opposite to leaves, with 3-4 leafy
bracts at base; flowers small, without perianth, pedicel very short.
Flowering in May and June. Endemic to Sichuan and Guizhou, growing in
moist places and thickets at 600-1000m. Whole plant used medicinally.



ﬁﬁ;ﬁk Chlgﬁn?hacea(ei Tﬁ*ﬁl]*il SaliceEeae

Chloranthus elatior Link

4922 Fl  Chloranthaceae

REA, @5 40—-60cm. FRARAE) VI ES D, JofEg, B
I 4—6 H . = TVURASE S (BBE) . 2o/ DUl ). 7k

TR 700—900m [T YA 1.

Subshrub 40-60cm high. Spikes usually terminal; flowers without pe-
rianth, yellow. Flowering from April to June. Distributed in S. E. Tibet
(Medog), Yunnan, Sichuan and Guangxi, growing in rain forests at 700-
900m.

L A/ i Salix serpyllum Anderss.

 HHIRE  Salicaceae
 EUREEA. FESRLLE. B 5—6 . T VURE . 2 T
P& 3200—-4500m FY G LI, . lREdD .
Cushion-like shrub. Flowers purple-red, opening in May and June.
Distributed in S. Tibet, growing in alpine grasslands, wet places and flood
lands at 3200-4500m.




g R 2y4= Taxillus
delavayi (Van Tiegh.) Danser

Z27EF Loranthaceae

LFAEREAR MTXE, &
2. fehsgta. s H. FF
FET VAT B A . =
BgPEdL . A= T ik 2500
3000m ¥ LK. B855,
AL T E.

Semi-parasitic shrub. Leaves
opposite, entire. Flowers orange-
red. Opéning in May. Endemic to
E.to S B. Tibet and N W
Yunnan, growing by streams and
roadsides on mountain slopes at
2500-3000m, parasitic on trees.

SF£E4F] Loranthaceae




O @4£5F] Aristolochiaceae

3
el

thyngk  Aristolochia kaempferi f. heterophylla Hemsl.

Lyps4 Bl Aristolochiaceae

AR RER . AIRCE BRI B . RAERUE, FESE U
FIgAs . B EERERL (. fEWI 6 H o TRk HR L PUIT
WIAER T . AR T REAMOR RO, B A2,

Climbing subshrub. Young branches densely pale-brown-downy.
Solitary flowers axillary; tube curved like a letter U, lobes purple-red above.
Flowering in June. Distributed in Shaanxi, Gansu, Sichuan, Hubei and

Hunan, growing in shrubs and on grassy slopes. Seeds used medicinally.

S AE4H s Asarum maximum Hemsl.
whungsRL Aristolochiaceae
SARETEAS, R, BRI IRDE . fE, PR R TIL BAR 3-
6cm, M. WS H. P TwEHerER. il AR i
TCVE. 1LPE. BepE. SEg. M. R TiEA 300—1500m iy LK
AR R PR s sE

Perennial herb. Leaves large, ovate-elliptic. Flowers large, solitary
and terminal on stem, 3-6¢m across, purple-brown, opening in May.
Distributed in W. Hubei, Sichuan, Guangdong, Hunan, Jiangxi, Shanxi,
Shaanxi, Henan, Gansu, growing in forests, shady and moist places by

streams or in rock crevices, on mountain slopes at 300-1500m.

Zil+%  Asarum sieboldii Miq.
chungs Rl Aristolochiaceae
ZARERIA . BRAE T,
Wi ta. (e 5-6 H. F5- T
LR AR, TR BRvE. H
REFES. U, k. YLvuAl
AL ATk 800—2000m (1)
IR BB AL . A= 25 .
Perennial herb. Flowers soli-
tary, terminal, dark purple,opening
in May and June. Endemic to
Anhui, Shandong, Henan, Shaanxi,
S. Gansu, Sichuan, Hubei, Jiangxi
and Zhejiang, growing in shady
and moist places in forests on
mountain slopes at 800-2000m.
Whole plant used medicinally.



O E4E5E] Aristolochiaceae  ZEF} Polygonaceae

Pk Asarum splendens (Maekawa) C. Y. Chen et C. S. Yang
Lynss Rl Aristolochiaceae

AR A, O, gt fER, PR 2RI AERE

i, A7 3 E, UTFTERIRE L. AEW 56 H . AL, U

SN A 25 W 45 dL s 2 TR 850—1300m (AR Rl A, 4x
2.

Perennial herb. Leaves ovate, similar to leaves of sweet potato.
Flowers large, solitary and terminal; tube short, lobes 3, dark-purple near
tube. Flowering in May and June. Distributed in Hubei, Sichuan, Guizhou
and N. E. Yunnan, growing in forests or grasses at 850-1300m. Whole

plant used medicinally.

4-6 H. P Tde. e, SHN. PO IV, . BV, H
Ao A TR 600—1500m (1) BIRAR FAA ddi A, I25 7 .
Perennial herb 50-80cm high. Flowers solitary, yellow, borne in middle
of petiole, opening from April to June. Distributed in Hubei, Yunnan,
Guizhou, Sichuan, Jiangxi, Henan, Shaanxi, Gansu, growing in shady and

moist forests and grasses by ditches, at 600-1500m. Used medicinally.

Jenf b Ac Calligonum
aphyllum (Pall.) Guerke

Rl Polygonaceae

AR, ®1-2m. —HERL
hen, HAT. M fE/, K
A, krerfa. A S . R
VTR, WA LB, 2
RO £L (0, RIS
t. B 6-7 H. TR,
A TR 600m A AT 1 YD I F

Shrub 1-2m high. One-year-
old branches green, articulated.
Leaves small. Flowers small,
axillary, pink, opening in May.
Achene subglobose, with mem-
branaceous wings along ribs, red
or pink when young, ochre-yellow
when mature. Fruiting in June and
July. Distributed in Xinjiang,
growing on sand dunes at around
600m.




