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Unit One
Passage A

South Korean Culture
By Poushali Ganguly

South Korea is a beautiful country and
as an Asian, I know it has to be rooted in the
ancient tradition of Korea that might at times
come across as primitive. It can be dated
back to somewhere around five thousand
years, There are grottos, temples and
pagodas that are still there and are for the
young generation to see and understand their
roots and origin. The architecture, as a

matter all the physical manifestations of

culture can be understood if the culture in the
minds of the people can be comprehended. Here we will attempt smeh1
like that,

South Korean Culture: Mythological Past of Korea

Earlier Koreans believed that the nation of Korea was formed when a God
called Hwanung came from heaven and transformed a bear into a woman and
then marries her. They had a son out of the marriage who was named Tangun.
Tangun was the one who established the capital of Korea and called it Joseon
or the Land of Morning Calm. So this is how the Korean Nation was
established. The ancient culture of South Korea was the same as of North
Korea but then after the two were divided, now the contemporary cultures of
the two are different. The Korean culture was not influenced by the western
culture as the Silla Mountain worked as a barrier. Therefore, Korea developed
a distinct culture of its own though there are elements of the Chinese and
Japanese culture that influenced Korea a number of times.

Music, Dance and Painting in the South Korean Culture

s 1 s
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Korean music reached its peak of excellence somewhere around 15th
century when the Yi kings of the Joseon dynasty ruled but then the invasion
from Japan totally washed away Korean music for somewhere around forty
years. Korean music saw the light once again after 1945 but as was destined to
be, Korea was split in 1951, which led to the split in cultures as well. South
Korea took much of the western instruments and culture as the U. S. troops
were stationed there for a quite a while, Traditibnally, Korea had folk and
classical music that was mostly played in courts. There were various genres of
music that were present like the Sanjo, Pansori and the Nongak.

The court music of Korea was called the “jeongak” and was basically made
for the sophisticated and literate upper class with an intellegtual strain in them,
It is slow music that consists of single beats and which are as long as three
seconds. It is soft and calm and soothes the mind as it uses instruments that do
not use metallic sounds. Most of the instruments are either made of bamboo or
silk, so they create a muffled sound.

Pansori takes as long as eight hours for one performance and it is a
performance that includes a singer and a drummer, “Pan” means “a place
where many people gather” and “sori” means sound. Pansori performers tock
up ideas from popular love stories and satires. Then there is Pungmul, which
is Korea’s folk music and has complete expression of all emotions, Unlike
court music it is more about common people and their lives.

Dance of South Korea is equally interesting since there are two types of
dance as well, one for the court and the other for the common people to enjoy
and participate. The traditional dance of Korea had its origin in the shamanistic
rituals. As in case of music, the Japanese invasions lead most of the dance
forms to a slow death. There are many dance forms that are lost,

Painting of South Korea are petroglyphic that is paintings on rock. The
themes of the paintings took a turn when Buddhism arrived in China since
people began drawing Buddha and his disciples. The techniques used in
painting also changed though the originally Korean techniques did exist.

Home and Dress in South Korean Culture

Koreans believe in ying and yang which are the positive and negative
forces and which have to be balanced to establish a harmonious living. South

Koreans believe that a home should be built in such a position so that it can
> 2 -



Unit One

receive as much sunlight as possible. The traditional Korean home had an outer
wing and an inner wing, the former was used by aristocrats to entertain guests
and the poor people used it to keep cattle whereas the latter was used by the
family members by all the social classes.

The traditional dress of Korea is known as the hanbok, which consisted of
a shirt and pants. The dress was incomplete without the “gwanmo” or the
traditional hat. In Korea dresses were visible markers of the social difference
that prevailed. Common people of Korea wore clothes that were not dyed.

South Korean Cuisine

For Koreans their staple food is rice, pickled fish and pickled vegetables.
Fermented recipes are popular part of their cuisine. They also eat noodles,
which has become a delicacy all over the world now. South Korean food is rich
in spices and is cooked in sesame oil, doenjang, soy sauce and gochujang (red
chili paste). Koreans use a lot of garlic; in fact it is the largest consumer of
garlic. Koreans also consume soups and probably that is the reason they come
up with varieties of soup recipes.

South Korean people are friendly and welcome foreigners with lot of
excitement. They are open-minded and are ready to accept elements from other
cultures but keep their culture intact and unaffected. Take a trip to Korea and

you will certainly observe even more of their interesting culture. (957 words)
Comprehension Check

Directions: For questions 1-5, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information
given in the passage;
N (for NO) i1f the statement comtradicts the information given
in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 6-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the
passage.
1. Earlier Koreans believed that the nation of Korea was founded by Hwanung, the
son of Tangun.
2. Thanks to the barrier of the Silla Mountain, Korea developed a distinct
culture of its own without being influenced by any other cultures.

« 3 o
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The slow and calm “jeongak” was basically made for the upper class in Korea.
The Most of the dance forms are lost gradually because of the Japanese invasions.

Koreans soup recipes have become very popular all over the world now.

IS

Around 15th century, Korean music ,» then the Japanese invasion
washed it away for about forty years.
7. After Korea was split in 1951, South Korea absorbed much of

as the U. S. troops were stationed there for a quite a while.
8. When Buddhism arrived in China, people began painting though
the originally Korean techniques did exist.

9. The outer wing of the traditional Korean home was used to entertain guests

or : by different social classes respectively.
10. In Korea, “he traditional dresses were that prevailed,
Notes

grotto [ 'gratau] . (pl. grottoes, grottos) HR, ANERE P EERERS
pagodas [po'goude] n. (RFERM) B, EEEHY

muffled KULHY, TTRERH (BF

aristocrat [ 'eeristokraet ] n. e, A HIEIELHA

ferment ['fomont | n. KB, BERE, BR

Passage B

Wedding Reception Checklist

By Priya Johnson

Planning a wedding reception and making it a success may have been an
overwhelming experience for many, However, wedding reception checklists
help systematize things, resulting in a well-organized reception.

A wedding is believed to be one of the most important occasions in a
person’s life. In fact, if organized properly, a wedding becomes memorable not
only for the wedding couple, but also to all who attend it. How-ever, to do

so, one has to take care of many tiny details. Every wedding is unique and
o4 e
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different, with the reception
being the highlight of any
wedding, which needs to be
carefully handled. There are no
definite rules and steps to
conduct a reception. It’s a time
when people can use their

creativity and make the event

extra special, However, besides
creativity, maintaining a certain order will ensure the smooth conduction of the
event. Wedding reception checklists are wonderful tools to help keep things
organized during a reception.

Wedding Reception Checklist

1. Rough Guest List Preparation: Once the couple has been engaged to get
married and the wedding date has been finalized, a guest list is to be prepared.
The guest list will set the outline for the rest of the reception arrangements.
The reception site or budget cannot be created unless the approximate number
of guests attending the reception is clear.

2. Budget Creation; According to the guest list data, the wedding budget
is to be prepared.

3. Reception Venue Selection: Selection of the reception venue is the
highlight of the wedding reception checklist. The venue must be such that it is
close to the place where the wedding has been conducted. This makes it easier
for the guests, who then don’t have to travel far for the reception. If the venue
does not offer chairs, tables and other furniture, then make arrangements for
those as well, Make a floor layout for the tables and seating area at the
reception site.

4. Theme and Color Scheme: Weddings and receptions following themes
and color schemes add beauty and style to the entire event,

5. Decor Decision: The color scheme and theme will define the decor at the
reception venue. An event designer can help with the decor.

6. Second QOutfit Decision; Several brides prefer to wear a second dress at
their reception, to have two looks on their auspicious day. Moreover, if the
bridal gown is too grand and uncomfortable to dance in, then changing to a

050
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more comfortable outfit would help. If one does not want to go in for a second
outfit, then the designer can design a two or three piece bridal gown. These
bridal gowns comprise two or three parts, which when worn together appear
like a one-piece gown, and when separated form a wedding dress. So a grand
bridal gown can be turned into a short dancing dress within minutes,

7. Entertainment Planning: The reception party will need a band or DJ.
Arrangements regarding the booking of a band will need to be made. A song
list comprising favorite songs must be given to the band or DJ. Many couples
love their wedding receptions to be interactive, and choose to have games. The
games responsibility can be given to a friend or relative who could take care of
the game management,

8. Caterer Selection; If the chosen reception venue does not provide
catering facility, then arrange for a caterer. Do a food tasting and choose the
menu for the reception dinner. One will have to decide if the meal is a buffet or
a sit-down meal.

9. Out-of-Town Guest Arrangements: For the out-of-town guests, hotel
arrangements need to be made, Make sure the hotel is close to the wedding and
reception area, so that they don’t have to travel far. Transport of the guests
from the hotel to the wedding ceremonial site and to the reception venue needs
to be kept in mind. The travel arrangements must be made, and a travel
agency should be contacted for this purpose.

10. Wedding Cake: Take advice from relatives or friends regarding the
availability of the best wedding cake in your region. Researching on the
Internet will also help.

11. Final Guest List: Changes can be made to the rough guest list, and the
final guest list can be prepared. The guests must be mailed the wedding
invitations.

12. Dance Lessons: If one wishes to have a more professional first dance,
then dancing lessons is a good option,

13. Photographers: If one wishes to have professional videc footage and
photographs taken, then a photographer will have to be booked.

14. Flowers: The flowers for decorating the wedding site, reception
venue, wedding car and bridal bouquet must be done, A florist needs to be

booked. The reception flowers must be selected in accordance to the theme and
- 6 L]



