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Preface

I could know Mr. Zhon Hai—hong thanks to his wash paintings. For a period of time, I was engrossed in my work to such a degree that
I felt 2 little exhausted. Mr. Li yuan—xin, one of my friends, brought me some Hai—hong’s paintings with the intention of relaxing my
mind. My friend Li’s purpose was attained. What is more, both Hai—hong and I regretted not having met earlier.

Hai—hong’s paintings display a unique style. At first you look them as if they were Western paintings; then you look them as if they
were traditional Chinese paintings. Hai—hong’s mature skills and accurate images are somewhat similar to Western paintings while his strong
emphasis on line and his regard to composition are really similar to traditional Chinese paintings. Actually, Hai—Hong has always been trying
to combinate the Western style and the traditional Chinese style of paintings in form and nature. It is more satisfying that Hai—hong has suc-
ceeded in merging his personal emotions into his paintings.

In his early age, Hai—hong embarked on learning the Western painting. Thus he laid a good foundation in sketch and line. As a boy,
he won the first prize in the sketch competition of the district. Enterring Shanghai Light Industry College in 1981, he was offered a good op-
portunity of practising his painting. It is more important for him to broaden his mind in arts of painting. By an by he has realized that the line
and composition of traditional Chinese paintings contain a profound connotation. Conséquently, he hit upon an idea of mixing together the
merits of both Western and traditional Chinese paintings for a new painting. Wiih the passage of time, Hai—hong’s assiduous seeking has been
amply rewarded. Since 1984, his brilliant works such as” Earth”, ”Tree” , and ”Meditation” etc. were highly valued and won the prizes in
the Youth Fine Arts Works’ Competition in Shanghai.

As an artist, Hai—hong feels the moving state of motionless natural objects and projects it on his paintings. In his paintings, the appeals
of villages, rivers and mountains in the south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River are more affecting than actual objects in life. 1
have appreciated many of his original paintings. Some are fresh and beautiful, filled with vitality ; some are complicated and confusing, giv-
ing us a sign of meditation on life; and others are rich in colour and compact in structure, exhibiting solemnity and stateliness.

Owing to their different connotation, we deem it a real treat to appreciate Hai—hong’s paintings. His paintings not only remind us of ur-
ban inhabitants being under an obession of our hometown, but also inspire those who have never been to the south of the lower reaches of the
Changjiang River to cherish a hope of going there.

To my knowledge, Hai—hong perseveres in his artistic creation. He may well sense that the subjects of rural areas in the south of the
lower reaches of the Changjiang River lack freshness and the techniques of expression require improving. Therefore, Hai—hong pays much
stress on his feeling for actual entity and accumulates such experience. In the meanwhile, he seizes each opportunity to observe nature as well
as life. Overcoming many difficulties, Hai—hong has travelled in the rural areas of Shuzhou city, Hangzhou city,Sichuan Province, and Hu-
nan Province for many times. Consequently ,He is very familiar with characteristics of the local buildings,the customs, and the life of peoples
in those areas. All these help him to lay a solid foundation for his creative jmagination in the 1uture.

The publication of ” An Album of Zhong Hai—hong’s Wash Paintings” marks Hai—hong’s achievements in fine arts. Neverthless, I be-
lieve that he has no limit in pursuing the perfection in his art and will not be content with the achieved fruits. In spite of a long way, Hai—
hong has now been on the way leading to brilliant prospects.

Li Lin—guang
February 5, 1991
. Shanghai
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